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July 7th. We were outside the walls which inclose 
the Eternal City before sunrise. The morning was 
line, and every thing was propitious for our journey ; 
yet a feeling of sadness seenied to pervade our whole 
party. Certainly I felt it for one, and could have 
wep^ as we receded farther and farther from a place 
which had i^ deeply interested me, with no ezpecta* 
tion that I should ever behold it again. 

In the aspect of the country for the first twenty 
miles there is notliing which has a tendency to ba- 
nish that dejection which faHs so oppressively upon 
the spirits of the traveller. It secaned wholly uncul- 

Vol. IL 1 
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tiyated; and looked as if the very genius of desola* 
tion had fixed his abode there. Scarcely the vestige 
of a human habitation appears to cheer the eye or 
relieve the monotony of the far-spreading waste. 

And yet these deserts were once the luxurious 
gardens of Roman epicures ! Here rose the palace 
of the noble, and there stood the villa of the patrician. 
To the philanthropist, no less than to the student of 
political economy, the inquiry is an interesting one, 
What are the causes which have operated to produce 
this dreary and appalling change ? 

I believe all agree in attributing it, in part, to the 
pestilential influence of malaria. But this is not sa- 
tisfactory ; for the question here arises, What lias en- 
gendered this annual plague? Surely it could not 
have exerted so deadly an influence during that pe- 
riod in which the population of the imperial city 
was estimated by millions^ and when the extensive 
country around it resounded with the hum of an 
active and joyous people. 

But though I am not competent to decide on the 
causes which have converted the. once fertile and 
beautiful Campagna dt Roma into a barren and 
dreary desert, L could not but reflect on the subject 
with deep interest ; and should be highly gratified 
to find a satisfactory solution of the question. 

At Baccano, nineteen miles from Rome, there is a 
solitary inn, standing like the caravansera of the de- 
Bert. Here we stopped to rest for two or three hours 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



during the heat of the day, and had the pleasure of 
meeting again Mr. and Mrs. H., who were also on 
their way to Florence. 

Our carriage, which is unusually large and com- 
modious, is drawn by four fine horses. The vettu- 
rino engages to furnish us with cap noir before we 
set out in the morning, dejeuner a la fourcbette at 
noon, dinner, and lodging ; all for the moderate sum 
of sixty dollars. Our party, it must be remembered, 
consists of five ; and the distance from Rome to Flo- 
rence is two hundred and fifty miles. It will be 
seen, therefore, that the expense of travelling in Italy 
is small compared with fhat of most other countries. 

After leaving Baccano, there is a gradual improve- 
ment in the aspect of the country. Something like 
fertility and cultivation begins to appear; and the 
human beings we occasionally meet, are a degree 
less wretched than those in the neighborhood of 
Rome. 

.Givita Castellano, where we spent the night, is 
agreeably situated among the hills. 

8th. The country through which we passed this 
morning was beautiful and highly cultivated. We 
have fdund everywhere fine fields of grain, corn, 
olives, figs, and grapes. I have scarcely ever seen 
any thing so picturesque as the scenery near Narnia. 
The Nar, a small turbid stream, winds round among 
lofty hills, which am richly wooded to their very 
summits. 
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The road Is extremely sinnoas ; tmd as you tarn 
one abrupt point after another, new and lovely views 
of romantic scenery are continually bursting upon 
you. They are wild and solitary, yet there is no- 
thing savage in their character. So splendid, indeed, 
were some of these views, as to come properly within 
the poetry of landscape. They belong not to sober 
prose description ; and the pen of a Byron or the 
pencil of a Salvator Rosa could alone do them justice. 

We reached Terni at one o'clock, P. M. This is 
ft small town, with little to recommend it except that 
it was the birth-place of Tacitus. 

The Falls of Terni, which Lord Byron asserted 
to be << worth all the cascades and torrents of Swit- 
zerland put together,'' and of which he has given so 
magnificent a description in Childe Harolde, are 
about four miles from this city. This cascade is 
formed by the discharge of the Velino into the Nar. 
After dining and resting ourselves an hour or two, 
we set off to visit it. We inhere driven in a caleche, 
and on coming to the steep part of the mountain, a 
yoke of oxen was put in requisition to assist in 
drawing us up. The road, which is excellent, has 
been made with immense labor and expense. It 
traverses high mountains, where the precipices are 
firightfuV; but it is so well guarded by a strong wall, 
that there is not the Jeast danger. 

When we caught our first view oi the cascade, I 
must say that I was sadly disappointed. Yet this 
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was, perhaps, tather the fault of our own excited 
imaginations than of the cascade. We had so often 
heard it characterised as being the finest in Europe, 
that our expectations were unreasonably raised ; and 
the little Yelino, albeit it rushed, and roared, and 
foamed, and thundered with all its might, was quite 
unable to answer them. The river makes three 
leaps before it reaches the bed of the Nar. The first 
is computed to be three hundred English feet, and 
the two others united, between lour and five hundred. 
Notwithstanding the immense height of the fall, the 
body of water is so small that it can scarcely be de- 
nolninated grand. Beauty^ it certainly does pos- 
sess ; and yet I could hardly persuade myself into 
the belief that ii possessed more than the frolicsome 
little cascade, with its attendant cascatelles, at Tivoli. 
I shall perhaps forfeit my character for tast& altoge- 
ther by speaking so disrespectfully of the far-famed 
Falls of Terni ; but '* truth will out." ' 

"When we left our carriage at the top of the moun- 
tain, it had been taken back to the little village about 
two miles distant, where we were to rejoin it by a 
different route;. Our American friends would have 
been amused to see the style in which we travelled 
over these two miles. A couple of ipules were 
brought to us, with ropes around their necks instead 
of bridles ; and on one of them, an apology for a wo- 
man's saddle-. The other had a man's saddle, into 
which my ladyship stepped with ease from the 
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ground, so diminutive are thesd animals. Sister 
mounled the other, and two of the olive maidens of 
the country trtidged by our sides, to guide the pa- 
lieat animals, and urge them forward when they 
were inclined to loiter. 

Our road lay through green fields and orange 
groves, and we enjoyed the ride highly. Besides 
its other recommendations, it possessed the charm of 
novelty; however, we hope to become better ac- 
quainted with these useful animals before we have 
done with the Alps of Switzerland. 

During this little excursion we have had fresh 
occasion to remark the perseveraihee of beggars in 
this country. One would think we might have ^ 
escaped them for a little while, when upon the sum- 
mit of a high mountain, a mile or two from any hu- 
man habitation. Not so. No less than eight " pai^vre 
miserables" followed us from place to place, annoy- 
ing us by their ceaseless importunity.. And even 
the professed cicerones are little better than common 
beggars. Mr. T, had thken the precaution to inquire 
what sum it was customary to give the guide who 
went with us to the Falls. He paid him, and was 
turning away, when the fellow, according to Italian 
custom, began to say it was not enough, and to beg 
for more. ^* Pietro," said Mr. F., "are you not satis- 
fied ?" ** Oh, out, oui," said Pietrp, with a most ob- 
sequious bow; "un bon voyage, un bon voyage, 
Monsieur." Th^ reason of this sudden change in 
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his depoTtment, was the recollection, that as Mr. P. 
knew his nunie, he might perhaps caution other tra- 
vellers against employing him if he gave offence. 

The night we spent at T^mi I shall not soon for- 
get. Owing to the combined influence of heat and 
Termin, it wa^x^ne of the most naserable I have ever 
passed. There is a spedes of vermin, from which 
we have suffered more or less ever since we entered 
Italy ; those who halve travelled in this country du- 
ring the summer months will not need to be informed 
what it is. 

But this, night we were, in addition to this common 
marauder, attacked by a new enemy. ^ I had extin- 
guished my light, and was unable to ascertain what 
it was ; but, fit>m the description I have heard of the 
sand-fly^ I think it must have been that. It was 
so small I could hardly perceive it ; but, diminutive as 
it was, it carried a. sting which penetrated like ihe 
sharpest needle ; and face, neek, and hands, suffered 
alternately from its infliction. 

9th. Soon after leaving Temi we ascended the 
Somma, a. lofty peak of the Appenines. The road 
was excellent^ and ^e ascent so gentle, that ah Ame- 
rican driver would hardly have checked the custo- 
mary speed of his horses ; yet our Italian vetturino 
thought it expedient that we should be drawn up by 
oxen at the rate of two miles an hour. Verily it is 
an excellent way of disciplining the temper and 
colling into exercise that most Christian virtue, pa- 
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tience, to ride with one of these Italian drivers. Our 
old man would stop perpetually to chain the wheels 
if there was the smallest descent in the roa.d. How 
I would love to see him in one" of our Vermont 
coaches, galloping over the Gpeen Mountains at the 
rate of twelve miles the hopr ; he would certainly 
think he was taking his last ride. .. 

We breakfasted this day at Spoleto, an ancient 
city, occupying an elevated and commanding posi- 
tion. The breakfast proving rather unsatisfactory, 
" mine host " was summoned to answer for his delin- 
quency* He averred that, in consequence of the 
small compensation received from the vetturino, he 
could not afford to do better. " Very well,'* said the 
gentlemen, " furnish us with what we want, and if 
the vetturino Will not pay you, we will." They de- 
termined to foUow up this plan, keeping an exact ac- 
count of all they paid out, and deducting it, at the end 
of the journey, from the vetturino's buoTiamano. In 
the afternoon w^ had a thunder storm ; the reverbe- 
ration of the thunder among the mountains was grand 
and sublime. 

We reached Folignb, where we were to sleep, be- 
fore sunset. The scenery has been fine all day, but 
in the neighborhood of Foligno it is indescribably 
beautiful. The hotel where we stopped is situated 
just at the entrance of the town, and from the win- 
dows of our rooms the prospect was most lovely. 
We were in tlie centre x>{ a charming valley, bounded 
by a spur of the Appenines. 
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Groups of reapers were busy, gathering in the 
golden sheaves. Here was a plantation of olive 
trees ; and there , the light summer green of Iho 
grape was mingled with the darker foliage of the 
maple or the mulberry, around which she had grace- 
fully entwined herself. Nothing can be more beau- 
tiful than the manner in which the vine is trained 
in this country ; not nailed against dead walls, as 
with us, but planted at the foot of a tree, around 
whose trunks it gracefully wreaths itself; and then 
it either falls in careless beauty fram the limbs, or is 
led fromtree to tree in festoons.. 

The landscape I have attempted to describe was 
more perfectly Italian in its character than almost 
any thing I have seen. The effect of high cultiva- 
tion was superadded to the charm of fine natural 
scenery ; and thea there was the convent bell, the 
shepherd's flock, and the neat country villa — all com- 
bining to form such a picture as imagination has 
often bodied forth of Italy. A poet could not look 
upon a scene like this without drinking in inspira- 
tion ; and even I, though no favorite of the Muses, 
could not refrain from attempting to perpetuate the 
memory of its loveliness in siDmething like poetry : 

" Oh Italy ,4hou still art beautiful !" 

Byron. 

Beautiful ! Ay, thou art glorious. I hare knelt 
Of old at Nature's shrine, 'where bill and dale 
Were lovely ; but n rapture yet unfelt| 
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PerTades my spirit, as Poligno's vale, 

Like the creatioil of some fairy tale, 

Bursts on'my ravished vision. I could deem 

It were a region where the serpent's trail 

Hath never passed; so pnre and sweetly gleam 

All beauteous things that revel in young fancy's dream. 

The thunder-cloud hath vanish'd ; mildly bright^ 
" Like hope upoiv a death-bed," shines the bow 
Of promise ; and a rich and rosy light 
Spreads o'er the landscape an unearthly glow : 
The golden clouds float gracefully and slow 
Across the gleaming west ; while eyery leaf, 
The vine's soft tracery, and each pendent bough, 
Sparkle with diamond drops. Could care or grief 
Be felt, if things so fair were not, alas, so brief 7 

Here Flora holds her court, and many a flowec, 

Of form exquisite, and of heaveftly dye, 

Offers her homage : from the jasmine bower, 

The citron ^rove, and fragrant orangery! 

Breathes incense, sweet as gcdesr of Araby. 

The feather'd songsters pour upon the air, 

In concert full, their joyous minstrelsy : 

Day lingers to behold a scene so fair. 

And evening pauses ere slie lights her glowing star. 

Nor here is Nature beautiful alone. 

She is all- bounteous too : the yellow grain ; 

Waves in the sunlight ; and the jocund tone 

Of rustic merriment bursts from many a train 

Of the glad reapers. Soft the pastoral strain 

From shepherd's pipe, blends in that song of glee. 

The thought of this «weet hour shall long remain. 

A green and rfunny spot in memory. 

When I am far away, bright Italy, from thee ! 
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10th. It had been stipulated, in the contract with 
our vetturino previous to leaving Rome, that we 
should «top the whole of Sunday, with the exception 
of two hours early in the niof ning. This, he assert* 
ed, would bring us flrom our sleeping place to Peru- 
gia. We found, however, on leaving Foligno, that 
though the distance to Perugia was only eighteen 
miles, the road was so mountainous that, instead of 
reaching it intwo hotirs, it required six. We cannot 
reconcile our consciences to the idea oi travelling on 
the Sabbath ; but in this case there was no help for it, 
as our driver would not consent to stop short of 
Perugia. 

We were agfiin drawn up the moi^ntain by oxen. 
The scenery was, if possible, still more lovely than that 
which had so charmed lis yesterday. As we looked 
from the lofty heights on which Perugia stands, the 
exclamation involuntarily burst from our lips, " Oh 
Italy, thou still art beautiful !" Would that I could 
impart to these pages some of the freshness which 
this delicious scene still breathes on me. But though 
language is powerless to describe its exceeding beau- 
ty, it lies like a brilliant and glowing picture in my 
memory, to be contemplated with undiminished ad- 
miration upon another continent. 

We reached Perugia at 11 A. M. This city, plac- 
ed upon the summit of ji lofty peak of the Appe- 
nines, is said to have been, in remote ages, one of the 
strongest towns of Etruria. Indeed, nature seemi 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 

to have rendered it almost impregnable ; and so dis- 
tinguished were the ancient. Perugians for their va- 
lor, that even Hannibal dared not attack them, though 
he had just gained the important battle of Thrasy- 
menus. Even at this day they have the reputation 
of being the bravest of the Roman people. 

The city is surrounded by a double wall of im- 
mense height and thickness, and is guarded by a 
strong cfiistle. It is more agreeable in its general as- 
pect than any town we have seen since leaving Rome ; 
being comparatively clean, airy, and well built. 

The Hotel de I'Europe, where we stopped, is one 
of the best public houses^we have seen on the conti- 
nent. Its spacious and elegant apartments were dis- 
tinguished for their neatness, a rare distinction, in- 
deed, in Italy. The secret was soon explained, by 
observing that the landlady herself took the superin- 
tendence, goiiig about through the rooms, directing 
the servants, and seeing that every thing was proper- 
ly done. 

I have scarcely seen this before in any hotel in 
Europe ; they are generally left to the care of ser- 
vants, and the consequences are such as might be 
expected. 

One of the most interesting recollections belong- 
ing to Perugia, is that of its having been the birth- 
place of Pietro Perugino,oneof the eminent painters 
of the fifteenth century, and the master of the im- 
mortal Raphael. 
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Some of the churches here contain the first efforts 
ef this divine artist. The father of Raphael was 
himself a painter, and it was in his own shop at 
Urbino that he first tried the talents of his gifted 
son, by giving him coarse porcelain to paint. The 
latter soon left the parent artist far behind, and old 
Giovanni Sanzio resolved on taking him, still a boy, 
to his friend Pietro Perugino. 

Here again his transcendant genius soon gave him 
the superiority over his master; yet such were the 
graces of his manner and the sweetness of his cha- 
racter, that no envy was excited in the breast of 
Perugino. 

The portrait of Raphael, in the Borghese gallery at 
Rome, SQ full of intellect and soul, still has power 
to attract the attention from other more showy pic- 
tures ; and with every recoirection of him, a regret 
is felt that his career should have been as brief as it 
was brilliant. He died at the age of thirty ^ven. 

llth. Left Perugia as the first beams of the rising 
sun were lighting up those scenes of lovely luxury 
by which it is surrounded. The descent from its, 
mountain heights is precipitous ; but had there even 
been danger attending it, the beauty of the surround- 
ing objects might have diverted attention froni it 

We had some steep hills to ascend before reaching 
the lake of Perugia or Thrasymenus, and the dove- 
colored oxen were repeatedly put in requisition. 
They are remarkably fat, fine-looking animals ; but. 

Vol. II. 2 
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notwithstanding the elegance of oor equipage, it was 
somewhat yexatious to be obliged to travel at so stow 
apaee. 

We rode for several hours along the banks of the 
clear and placid lake, passing near the place where it 
is supposed Haunibal fought his famous battle with 
the Romans, in which their general, Flaminius, was 
killed. 

Soon after leaving the lake we were dulf notified, 
by seeing a poor building, which stands by the road- 
side with the sign oi the mitre and kejrs, and the in* 
seription Dogana PontificHj that this was the boun- 
dary of the patrimony of St. Peter.. We have now 
passed through the whole length of the territory 
which is under the papal jurisdiction ; and every- 
where we have been touched by the contrast between 
the unsurpassed beauty and loveliness of na^re and 
the utter degradation and misery <A man. 

What avails it to the ignorant, besotted inhabitants 
of this favored clime, that nature is here all bounti- 
ful as well as all beautiful 7 From the exuber- 
ance of her treasures but the scantiest pittance falls 
to the share of the common people ; while an oppres- 
sive aristocracy revel and riot in abundance. 

At the custom-house, on the confines of Tuscany, 
some intimations were given that our trunks might 
be subjected to the customary ordeal ; however, 
scudo convinced the worthy inq)ectars that they 
contained nothing contraband, and they suffered us 
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to pass unnoticed. What immaculate officers the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany is blessed with ! 

We rested an hour or two in the middle of the 
day at Camuocia, a small town built at the foot of 
rich and finely cultivated heights. One of these 
heights is crowned by the remains of the very an- 
cient cky of Cortona. This was pre-eminent among 
the cities of old Etruria; its walls, composed of 
huge masses of stone without cem^t, are still, in 
some places, in wonderful preservation, though im- 
paressed with the traces of thousands of years. 

Among the lovely features of the scenery we hate 
passed to-day, 1 must not forget to mention the hedges 
of pomegranate. It is cutious to see a shrub growing 
spontaneously and luxuriantly by the highway, 
which in my own country is cultitated as a choice 
green-house plant. I think I saw them in somt 
places as high as sixteen or eighteen feetj and 
being in full bloom, they made a splendid appear* 
ance. 

We slept this night at Arezzo, the birth->place of 
Petrarch. The town is well situated, and contains 
some good buildings. 

12th. Left Arezzo with the cheering anticipation 
of seeing Blorence before night Wi^ have travelled 
slowly, but the country through which we have 
passed is so charming, the weather has been so fa- 
vorable, the roads so fine, and the carriage so com- 
fortable, that the time has not appeared tedious. 
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We had almost concluded, Qt one time, to go from 
Rome to Leghorn by water, for the sake of avoiding 
the heat and dust, which travellers have reason to 
dread at this season. We rejoice, however, that we 
took a different course. Foreigners, who do not 
travel through Italy in summer, are not aware how 
much they lose. For myself, I say in all sincerity, 
that I would rather suffer far more than I have done 
from heat, dust, and various other .annoyances, than 
not have seen the magnificent country between Rome 
and Florence. We have nothing in America like it. 
It is true, that on the banks of our broad and noble 
rivers are found as fine meadows as any in the 
world. It is also true that these meadows produce 
rich and bountiful crops; but then they produce but 
one at a time. Here, on the contrary, upon the fer- 
tile plains which lie enabosomed among the Appe< 
nines, we have i^n, almost universally, three distinct 
and profitable crops growing at once. 

First, there is a luxuriant growth of wheat. Scat- 
tered around upon the same soil, are vast numbers of 
mulberry-trees, the leaves of which are gathered as 
food for the silk worms ; while the trees themselves 
. serve as a support for the vine, from whose clustering 
grapes is produced an abundant supply of wine. 

Nor is this all. We saw in several instances the 
land from which the wheat had just been gathered 
in, ploughed up, and prepared for another crop. 

The contrast between the physiognomy of the 
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Tuscan peasantry and those of the Roman States, is 
too strikinfr to pass unnoticed by the traveller. We 
shrink involuntarily from the dark, scowling ^eye, 
and salluvir, filthy countenance, which distinguish 
the subjects of his holiness ; and it is no slight relief 
to escape from their never-ceasing cry, <*Carita." 

But the moment we enter Tuscany the scena is 
entirely changed. The tenantry exhibit unequivo- 
cal traces of health, competency, and contentment ; 
wd mendicity disappears at once. No other part of 
Italy is blessed with so liberal a government as this. 
The cultivator of the soil is permitted to share equal- 
ly with his lord in the produce of the land ; while' 
the proprietor not only prondes seed, but even die 
implements with which it is tilled. 

Among the salutary requisitions of the Orafid 
Duke Leopold, is one forbidding the imprisonment 
of persons for debt. Even murder is not punished 
with death, but the murderer is condemned to labtx 
as a galley slave for life. 

The name of the little town where we rested in 
the middle of the day has eseaped my memory ; but 
I shall not soon forget tlie deafening noises to whtch, 
for two weary hours, we w^e conqielled to listen. 
It was market day. The Albergo^ where we stoppedi, 
stood upon one side of a spacious square occupied as 
a market, and filled not only with all kinds of pro- 
visions, but containing nearly every variety of mA" 
nufactured goods, straw hats, dpc. Tb^ sellers lutd 

8* 
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buyers, seemed to miDgle their voices in one loud 
chorus, and I could almost have fancied myself again 
in Naples. The actors in this busy scene were, how- 
ever, as unlike in personal appearance as possible to, 
the half-starved Lazzaroni. Their corpulent per- 
sons and rosy jcheeks furnished strong presumptive 
evidence that the << outer man " was accustomed to a 
more generous diet than a scanty supply of maccaroni 
and salad. 

We passed no large towns between Arezzo and 
Florence. There is a peculiarity in the location of 
nearly all the Italian cities, which reminds one of the 
scriptural allusion to a ^< city set upon an hill." 
They are perched, almost invariably, upon high, pre- 
cipitous hills,, or upon steep and apparetitly inaccessi- 
ble rocks. As Italy has always been broken up into 
niimerous petty principalities, whose rulers used lit- 
tle ceremony in making war upon each other, it was 
probably with a view to self-defence that these airy 
heights were selected as the sites of their towns. 

The far-famed Yal d'Amo, which we entered with 
faigh-raised expectations,, did not disappoint us. For 
several miles before reaching Florence it was like a 
highly-cultivated garden ; the soil seemed burdened 
with the exuberance of its productions. How differ- 
ent is the approach to this city from that of Rome ! 
The little cottages, scattered along the road-side, 
looked cleanly and comfortable ; while outside the 
door were seated numerous groups of fresh, heal- 
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ihy, and happy-looking females, employed in platting 
straw for the hats known among us as " Leghorns.'^ 
This is one of the most important branche? of ma- 
nufacture in Tuscany. 

A little - before smiset we caught our first view of 
" fair Florence," girdled round with its theatre of 
hills. The Hotel de York, where we have taken 
lodgings, is a noble establishment. From its con- 
struction and arrangement, I have no doubt of its be- 
ing a ci devant palace; indaed, its furniture and de- 
corations are still nearly as. splendid as those of some 
palaces we have seen. 

X3th. Spent the day at home, to recover from the 
fatigue of our long jdurney. Received a visit from 
Miss O., an English lady who has resided three or 
four years in Italy, and has now just returned from 
an excursion to Greece. She exhibits the true En- 
glish energy of character, travelling merely with faf^ 
servant ; chartering a coach or vessel, as the case 
may be ; ascending Mount Vesuvius during an erup- 
tion, or descending into the grotto of Antiparos. She 
spent ten days in Athens, which she represents as 
more interesting than even Borne ; and visited near- 
ly all the different islands of the Ionian Sea. 

14th. Commenced our sight-seeing this morning 
by a visit to the Museum of Natural History, said to 
be one of the finest in the world. The anatomical 
preparations in wax are considered superior to any 
4hing else of the kind in existence. There is a re- 
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presentatioQ ia wax of the terrible plague, which al* 
most depopulated Florence about the middle oTthe 
fourteenth century, so painfully true that it cannot be 
looked upon but with horror. 

The wax fruit and flowers are yery beautiful, both 
in respect to figure and coloring. 

There is a large collection of insects, reptiles, fish- 
es, birds, and beasts^ most of which seem to be very 
well preserved The^ cabinet of minerals is exten- 
sive, and arranged with: a great deal of taste. On 
leaving the museum, Miss O., who had kindly ac- 
companied us, insisted that we should rest awhile at 
her room before visiting any other lions. We ac- 
cepted her invitation, and were regaled with a varie^ 
ty of fine fruits, and some choice Cyprus wine which 
she had brought from Greece. 

Our next visit was to the Palazzo Pittij^a magnifi- 
cent building, occupied by the Grand Duke as his fa- 
mily residence. 

A wealthy Florentine merchant commenced its 
erection, but not having sufilcient funds to finish it, 
it passed into other hands^ and is now the property of 
the sovereign. 

It is, I think, the most sumptuous palace I have 
yet seen. In nearly all the rooms through which 
we passed the ceilings were painted in fresco ; and 
the flooi^ are composed of rich marbles, many of 
them in mosaic. 

This palace contains one of the finest collections 
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of paintings in the world. Many original pictures 
of Raphael^ Andrea del Sarto, Salvator Rosa, Titiapi 
Michael Angelo, Rubens, Carlo Doici, and the Ca* 
raccis, may be found in this princely collection. If 
I were to stay a month in Florence, I would, if pos- 
sible, spend a part of every day here. It is tantaliz- 
ing to walk merely once or twice through such a 
suite of apartments without being able to bestow 
more than a glance upon each picture, however fine 
it may be. 

Very many in this collection possess attractions 
sufficiently powerful to enehain the attention for 
hours. The Madonna and the Holy Family, by 
Raphael ; the Madonna and Infant Jesus, by Murillo ; 
and St. John, by Carlo Dolci, seenaed to me some of 
the most exquisite. But perhaps I ought not to pre- 
tend U> discriminate after the hasty survey I have 
been able to take. 

Rode, in the evening, to the £!ascina. This pro- 
menade is to the Florentines what the Pincian Hill 
is to the inhabitants of Rome. The Cascina is a 
pleasant villa a little way out of the city, belonging 
to the Grand Duke. It is just far enough for tm 
evenii^ drive ; and about sunset, hundreds of car- 
riages may be seen wending their way thither. 

The cowitry is fine in the neighborhood of Flo- 
rence. It rises in gentle elevations, and is adorned 
with innumerable country-seats, where the citizens 
go to spend the summer months. 
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16th. Spent several hours this morning in the 
JEloyal Gallery, which contains, as every one knows^ 
a most valuable collection of paintings and statuary. 
Here is the famous << statue which enchants the 
world," the Venus de Medicis. She still reigns with- 
out a rival, probably the most perfect model of female 
beauty which human art has ever achieved. Oon- 
noisseurs are divided in opinion with respect to the 
comparative merits of the Yenus and the Apollo 
Belvidere. Both are exquisite, and yet I am rather 
disposed to give the Apollo the preference ; however, 
on these matters it becomes ii novice like myself to 
speak with diffidence. 

The tribune, where the Yenus stands, is adorned 
also with some of the exquisite productions of Ra- 
phael, Oonregio, and other great masters. I was 
quite disposed to envy the artists who were employed 
in copying some of these chef d'osuvres. Their 
tastes, habits of thought, and manners, ought at least 
to become exceedingly refined, from their constant 
association with all that is delicate and beautiful in 
the arts* 

In a different apartment I had the pleasure of find- 
ing one of Carlo Doici's sweetest pictures, a Mag- 
dalen. It seems to me one of the loveliest things I 
have anywhere met with, always excepting his own 
Madonna e Bambino. 

Two or three large apartments are filled with por- 
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tiaits, a gteat proportion being those of eminent 
paintersk 

This building contains also a large collection of 
rare and valuable antiques ; some of them brought 
from Egypt^ some from Greecoi and others found in 
different parts of Tuscany. . 

The Florentines are >the most liberal people we 
have yet met with in regard to their public exhibi- 
tions. Their museums^ galleries of paintings, dce.^ 
are open to the puUic every day, from ten till four. 

It was our intention to have spent two or three 
weeks here ; but, to our extreme regret, tiie progress 
of the cholera towards Tuscany is likely to frustrate 
ibis design. If tliis disease, which is now spreading 
from Milan, and threatening to invade this teiritory, 
should reach Florence white we are here, we should 
be unable to leave the country without performing 
a quarantine of ten or fifteen days — a penalty we are 
unwilling to suffer lor the pleasure of stayingaoAther 
week at Florence. 

This elegant city is a great resort for the English 
and Americans during a part of the year. These 
are splendid hotels and lodging-houses here, and at 
this season aceommodati<ms may be pKoemed on liie 
most reasonable terms. The suite of apartments 
which our party oiecupy in the Hotel 4e York, and 
which bring in winter ten dollars per day, we get 
for two doUara Tlfiere are four airy and convenient 
chambers, a laige breakiast-room, and a drawing* 
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room which might satisfy the ambition of a duchlBSS. 
The' curtains, chair and sofa coverings are of rich 
silk damask ; and all the other furniture is in a cor- 
responding styld of luxuryr 

The very moderate price of two pauls (twenty 
cents) is charged for breakfast in our own room, 
and five pauls for dinner at the table d'hote. The 
cookery, arrangement of the table, and attendance of 
the servants, are altogether unexceptionable ; so that 
it is in every respect one of the most desirable hotels 
we have yet found. 

An agreeable and very unusual circumstance at- 
tending it is, that the landlady herself presides at the 
head of her table. We have seen this only in one 
instance before since we landed in Europe. She is 
a well-bred, lady-like French woman ; and being per- 
fectly polite and attentive to her guests, we are al- 
ways happy to meet her. 

The uncommon cheapness of living has induced 
many English families to settle here as permanent 
residents. It is said, that at present a great propor- 
tion of the villas in the neighborhood of the city 
are occupied by^he English, 

The churches of Florence are not particularly 
attractive by the excellence of their architecture, 
especially to the traveller who is fresh from the con- 
templation of those at Rome. Still, there is enough 
of interest thrown around them from other sources, 
to claim for them more than a mere passing notice. 
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The Duomo of Florence is one of the oldest ca- 
thedrals in Italy; It was cominenced in 1298, but 
one hundred and fifty years were suffered to roll 
away before its completion. It is a. vast and rather 
imposing building, with but a moderate portion of 
beauty. Its campanile^ or belfry, has been consider- 
ed a miracle of art for any age to produce. It is a 
tower, two hundred and fifty-two Italian feet in height, 
standing isolated in its delicate and gracefiil beauty. 
No higher praise can be bestowed on it than to re- 
peat the remark of Michael Angelo, — " Art cannot 
rival, and can scarcely imitate it." 

Besides the two edifices already mentioned, the 
Piazza del Duomo contains a third, the Battisterio, 
standing, like- theroi alone, and unattached to any 
other building. It is particularly celebrated for the 
beauty of its bronze .gates, which w;ere declared to 
be worthy of Paradise by one of the greatest archi- 
tects Italy ever produced. 

And yet these gates weire the worjt of a youth of 
scarcely twenty-three years. 

The citizens of Florence were desirous to com- 
memorate the cessation of that fatal plague to which 
allusion has already been made, by some great work ; 
and lists were opened to the artists of Italy for ade* 
sign of gates in bronze for this building. Conq)eti- 
tion was spirited, ^et fair and liberal ; and though 
the most renowned artists of the country competed 
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for the prize, it was borne off by- Lorenzo Ghiberti, a 
youth hitherto unknown to &me. 

The church of Santa Maria Novella is interesting 
from its antiquity, and from some historical associa- 
tions faelon^ng to it.; but in the structure itself, there 
is little to attract attention. Adjoining this church 
is the Dominican Ck)nvent, an extensive establish- 
ment, founded in 1279. The holy brotherhood are not 
entirely abstracted from the cares and employments 
of this life. Their leisure hours are employed in the 
preparation of receipts, the composition of medicines, 
the distillation of oils, essences, ^fec. ; from the sale of 
which they derive the principal partof their revenue. 

We vi^ted' the, Maggazijio, or sh<^ where their 
various commodities are disposed of; it is a spacious 
and elegant room, lined with glass cases, in which 
every thing is arranged with neatness and even taste. 
It is, indeed, n " wilderness of sweets,'* where all is 
intoxicating to the smell and tempting to the eye. 
Perfumes and dentifrices, china vases, ivory cruci- 
fixes, and marble Madonnas, present themselves in 
contrast, and mingle curiously together the sacred 
and profane. This room commands i^ view of the 
cfaaming garden belonging to the establishment, and 
altogether it is well worthy the attention of the pass- 
im traveller. The interior of the convent, of con rse, 
we did not see, as, from the strictness of its rules, it 
can 

** Ne'er by woman's foot be trod." 
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16th. Our kind and obliging friend, Miss O^ came 
to us at 8 in the morning, and devoted the whole 
day, as indeed she has done the twQ last, to showing 
us what is best worth seeing in Ihis elegant city. 
We first bent our steps to the consecrated spot where 
the illustrious dead, 

** In Santa Croce's holy precincts lie. •' ■ 

This church, which an English traveller denomi- 
nates the " Westminster Abbey of Tuscany," and the 
natives proudly call, '^II Panteon de Firenze," is, in 
its exterior, rude, dark, and almost mean. 

it is contemporary with the Duonio, and from the 
few slabs of inarble which case the basement, it 
seems to have been the original intention to cover it 
with that material ; if 90, however, it still remains 
unfinished. 

But though it mjEiy not boast that magnificence of 
design and finish of execution which characterize 
St Peter's, or several of the other churches we have 
seen in Italy, it is in one respect more interesting 
than any of them. A large proportion of the most 
distinguished literary men Italy has produced are in- 
terred here ;'and the exquisite sculpture of the differ- 
ent monuments which -rise along the lateral aisles, at 
once arrests the attention as the venerable temple is 
entered. The shrine at which the lover of the arts 
will first pay homage in this Mecca^ will probably be 
the tomb of Michael Angelo. An elegant monument, 
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not unworthy of him it commemorates, marks the 
spot where his ashes repose. His name, Michael An- 
geloBuotiarrotti, is inscribed upon the base, and his 
bust is sculptured upon the sarcophagus. Beneath 
are three female figures, representing Painting, Sculp- 
ture, and Architecture, in mournful attitudes, bewail- 
ing the death of their favorite. 

Near this monument rises that of the poet Alfieri. 
It is beautifully executed by Canova, who was per- 
sonally and warmly attached to Alfieri. The monu- 
ment consists of a fine sarcophagus. A female figure, 
of great majesty and beauty^ representing Italy, is 
weeping over the fiineral urn, deploring the loss of 
one of her most gifted sons. The position of this 
monument is striking, being placed between those of 
Michael Angelo and Machiavel. 

The remains of the great astronomer, Galileo, now 
rest within the church, though he was first buried in 
the Piazza di Santa Croce on suspicion of being an 
heretic. It was not until a century after his death 
that he was interred within consecrated walls, and a 
monument was erected to his memory. How great- 
ly must he have been in advance of his age, when, 
for teaching that the sun was the centre of our sys- 
tem, and that the earth moved round it, he was de- 
clared by the Inquisition guilty of having broached a 
doctrine " heretical in faith and false in philoso- 
phpy He only escaped the horrible death to which 
he was condemned, by declaring publicly, on his 
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knees that his system was false and the world did 
not move ; and by his promising never again to dis- 
turb the social order by such daring innovations. 

Jt is a curious coincidence, that this great man 
was born the same day on which Michael Angelo 
died; and died the same day on which Sir Isaac 
Newton was born; 

A splendid monument of white marble has recent- 
ly been erected here to Dante, though he still " sleeps 
afar." , 

Ainother, which attracted our attention by its ex- 
treme simplicity and uncommon beauty, is raised to 
the memory of a young Pole, who died at Florence. 
A loyely and youthf£il fecnale figure is seated on the 

earth ; her air and attitude expressi^ with much truth, 

■ ♦ * • ■ 

that utter forgetfiilness gf sell .which belongs to deep 
and passionate grief. As the monument was reared 
by a yoiing and devoted wife, the conception was a 
very hap|)y one^ , 

The church of San Lorenza is considered one of 
the most remarkable in Tuscany, since it is an epi- 
tome of the history of the Medici family, inscribed in 
brick and mar1>le, in gems and jewels* It was com^' 
tnenced ia 1425, by John de Medici, an old republi- 
can merdnanti who thus, through the medium of Im 
piety, got rid of his superfiupps wealth* 

The architect employed was the celebrated Bru* 
nellesco; and the building, simple and Gothic, iscre* 
ditable to his taste and geniuSr The gzeatest trea* 
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8ures which it contains are those monuments which 
called forth the most vigorous eflforts of Michael An- 
gelo's mighty hand. His two colossal figures of Day 
and Night, which adprn the monument of one of the 
Medici family, are classed by connoisseurs among 
the very finest productions of this wonderful artist. 

'< The figure of Day almost moves in the marble ; 
there is a bold, rude, restless vigor in every limb and 
muscle, that gives it a vital character ; and yet, pow- 
erful and magnificent as it is, the petulancy of a ge* 
nius that could not brook the inadequacy of human 
force to realize its inspirations, did not permit Mi- 
chael Angelo to finish it." 

The Ducal Chapel of San Lorenzo, commenced 
more than two hundred years since, is not yet nearly 
completed. It is one of the most splendid and ex- 
pensive edifices in Italy, and at the same time one of 
the most tasteless. Simplicity, which is the grand 
secret of beauty in architecture, is wanting ; and not 
all thegorgeousness and glitter of unbounded wealth 
can supply the deficiency. 

It is of an octagon form, adorned with pilasters of 
jasper with bronze capitals. The walls are incrust- 
ed with precious marbles of different kinds. The 
tombs of the Medici family are of Egyptian granite, 
or of green and flowered jasper, with armorial bear- 
ings of precious stones. The very fragments of 
those precious materials, the sweepings of the dust of 
lapis lazuli, and the clippings of mother of pearl. 
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which lie neglected upon the pavement, would suf- 
fice to rear a prouder temple than primitive Chrish 
tianity ever worshipped in. 

After finishing our inspection of the Florentine 
churches, we paid a hasty visit to the Reale Aeade- 
mia delU Belle Arti, a noble establishment, .founded 
by the Grand Duke Lieppold for the encouragement 
of the fine arts. A very large apartment is fitted up 
with drawings for the use of young painters ; and 
here a great number of young men and boys . were 
employed in cc^ying. One gallery of the Academia 
presents a chronological series^ beginning wkh the 
Greek painters, and continuing down to the decline of 
the arts in the latter end of the sixteenth century. 
It was interesting to trace the progress of this divine 
art from its rude beginnings to the perfection it 
reached under Raphael and the other great masters. 

Among the paintings which most interested me, 
was one representing Milton visiting Galileo in pri- 
son, i forget whose production it was,, but it ap- 
peared to mie to possess uncommon merit. The 
death of Leonardo di Yinci in the arms of Pranqois 
L is also finely executed. 

The manufacture of the Florentine mosaics, or 
pieira dvre^ is carried on in this building. We 
were desirous to witness the.operation ; but as the 
xoom is not open to visitors till 12 o'clock, and we 
had other engagements at that hour, we were com- 
pelled to forego the pleasure of seeing it. 
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We went| however, to another place, where we 
had the opportunity of seeing . the same species! of 
manufacture, though upon a smaller scale. These 
mosaics are considered much finer and are more ex- 
pensive than those of Rome, being composed entirely 
of precious stones. 

It does not require a long sojourn in Florence ta 
convince the foreigner that it is worthy of the repu- 
tation it has acquired ; and we no longer wonder 
that so many of the English who find it difficult to 
live upon a moderate income at home,, should leave 
their foggy island for this hix and luxurious city. 
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rence. Its distinguish^ literary character. Beauty of the envi- 
rons. Journey to Leghorn. Dishonesty of the Italian vetturina. 
Departure of our travelling companions for Switzerland. Galley 
slaves. Danger to which inivalids are exposed in visiting Italy : 
best season of the year for seeing this country. Louis Buonaparte 
at Leghorn. The Duchess of Parma. State of morals in Tug- 
cany: estimable character of the Grand Duke. An Italian sun- 
set. Day theatre at Leghorn. Funeral ceremonies in the cathe- 
dral ; raanneT in which the poor are buried. Sunday at Leghorn. 
Idolatry of the Catholics. Passage from Leghorn to Marseilles. 
Journey to Grenoble, across ihe Alps. A light-fingered cowpag" 
non du voyage. Valley of Chambery. Arrival at Geneva. 

It Ls a pleasant sight to walk out on a bright sunny 
rooming, and see the rich produce of the magnificent 
Val d'Arno pouring into the city in the shape of 
melting fruits, and of those exquisite blossoms which 
are said to be peculiar to this flowery region. The 
cherries and apricots are of the most delicious flavor, 
and may almost be had for picking up. 

The degree of comfort and apparent happiness en- 
joyed hereby all classes, is far greater than we have 
witnessed in any other part of Italy. We see no 
beggars, no intemperance, and but few idlers. The 
lower classes are decently dressed, and are pojite and 
respectfiil in their deportment, without being servile^ 
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Though the Italian language is said to be spoken in 
greater purity in this Duchy than in any other part 
of the country, the pronunciation of the Tuscans is 
by no means 30 musical as that of the Romans. The 
ancient proverb still seems applicable, 

" II lingua Toscano, e II bocca Romano." 

The manufacture of silks and straw hats is carried 
on extensively in Florence. At a manufactory of 
the latter article^ I saw hats of a more delicate and 
beautiful texture than I had previously supposed it 
possible to make. Some of them were offered for 
sale at sixty dollars ; but there was one which the 
shopkeeper said they would not sell at any price ; it 
was exhibited merely as a specimen of the perfection 
to which the Florentines had attained in that branch 
of manufactures. 

This is a good place for shopping. Silks, ribbons, 
laces, shoes, and indeed almost every article which 
a lady has occaision to purchase, may be obtained 
cheaper here than at any other place where we have 
been upon the continent. 

Indeed, from the best information we have been 
abl6 to gain, this must be an excessively cheap city 
to live in; and to those who wish to live well, and 
make.a genteel appearance upon a small income, I 
would by all means say, " Go to Florence." The 
American consul, who has been polite and attentive 
to us, Jnvited one of the gentleipen of our party to go 
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with him, and look at some of the real estate which 
is to be sold in a few days. A part of it consists of a 
palace, four stories high, with fourteen rooms on each 
floor ; out-houses, carriage-houses, &c. all in good 
repair. The whole was offered at a little more than 
seren thousand dollars ; or to be rented an unlimit- 
ed term for three hundred dollars per annum ! 

Florence has always been pre-eminent among the 
cities of Italy for her patronage of literature. She 
claims the honor of having given educatioti to a 
greater numder of distinguished men than any other 
city of Europe ; reckoning among them Dante, Gali- 
leo, Petrarch, Americo Vespucci, and Michael An- 
gelo. Great numbers of young men, from different 
countries, still resort here for improvement in the 
arts. 

The MagazinSy where paintings and engravings 
are kept for sale, present a powerful temptation to the 
stranger from the beauty of the pictures, and the low 
price at which they are offered. 

I find it requires more firmness in me to resist the 
temptation to purch^ise such pictures as Raphael's 
Madonna, Dolci's Magdalen, and a host of others 
that are offered to us at the shops in Florence, than 
it did to pass by all the different species of ornament 
at Naples and Rome; nftteven excepting those ex- 
quisite cameos which I found ^o attractive. I am 
puzzled to decide whether this city and its environs 
is most calculated to fescinatethe lover of nature or 
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the admirer of art. I do not wonder that the beauti- 
ful scenery of the surrounding country should have 
powerfully impressed such a mind as Milton's, sug- 
gesting to him some of the loveliest descriptions of 
his Paradise. This is surely the very atmosphere of 
poetry ; and the wonder is, that Tassos, and Alfieris 
are not more common among a people inhabiting 
such a region, and conversant with such inspiring 
subjects. 

Florence is one of the places where we had intend- 
ed to pitch our tent, and feel ourselves at home for a 
time. We have been looking forward to it with ea- 
ger expectation ever since we left Paris, and it is a 
real disappointment to us to be thus suddenly hur- 
ried away. 

At 6 P. M. we bade a reluctant adieu to the fair 
capital of Tuscany, and commenced our journey to 
Leghorn. There are emphatically " lights and sha- 
dows " in travelling, and we were destined on this 
occasion to encounter the " shadows " in more than 
one sense of the term. Although it had been ex- 
pressly stipulated, in the contract with the yetturino, 
that our party should occupy the carriage exclusive- 
Ij/j we were not outside the gates of the city before he 
had the impudence to take up another outside pas- 
senger. The gentlemen were determined not to sub- 
mit to this imposition, and commanded^ the intruder 
to descend. He hesitated, while the coachman plead 
earnestly that he might be permitted to remain, as- 
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suring us that he was his " fratello ;" and intimating 
that his presence might be necessary to us before 
reaching the end of our. journey. Finding, howev- 
er, that we were determined not to go on with him, 
he abandoned his seat, and we proceeded quietly 
twenty miles. Here we stopped to change horses, 
and on re-entering the carriage, we found we had not 
only changed horses, but drivers also. But a short 
time elapsed before we saw another passenger taking 
his seat with the coachman ; and it was not till after 
a violent altercation, and a delay of half an hour, that 
we succeeded in getting rid of him. The carriage 
was close and uncomfortable ; and a violent storm of 
thunder and lightning, with which we were visited 
during the night, did not add to the pleasure of the 
ride. Altogether it was the naost disagreeable we 
have had in Italy. 

These vetturina have the reputation of being the 
greatest scoundrels in the world, and our own expe- 
rience does not disprove such an assertion. You 
cannot safely go a mile with them without a writ- 
ten contract, and even then tihey will generally ma- 
nage to get the advantage of a stranger. 

It is very common, in this country, for travellero 
to agree with these vetturina to take them for a spe- 
cified sum to a certain place ;. the vetturino paying 
all expenses at the hotels, gates, <fec. ^c. He ex- 
pects, however, at the end of the journey, his btuma-- 
manOj a small perquisite over and above the stipa« 
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lated sum which the traveller is to pay. , It will be 
seen at once, that the coachman has an inducement 
to practise a close economy at the hotels in order to 
put the more into his own purse. In our journey 
from Rome to Florence we did not always find the 
quality of our meals satis&ctory ; and on remonstra- 
ting^ with the inn-keepers, they assured us that the 
Tetturino paid them so little that they could not af- 
ford a more luxurious table. There is one mode of 
redress left to the traveller in such eases. He can 
order what be chooses, and punish the over- reaching 
coachman by withholding his buonamano. Our 
gentlemen determined to adopt it on the journey to 
which I have alluded, and actually paid out of their 
own pockets a round sum before reaching Florence. 
However, as is generally the case, the knave triumph^ 
ed at last; for the poor vetturino plead so piteousty, 
and wept so abundantly, that their hearts relented, 
and they gave him the same buonanciano as if he had 
fulfilled all his engagements. 

I7th. At 9 o'clock this- morning we found our- 
selves, to our great joy, at Leghorn. . We have taken 
lodgings at the Hotel San Mareo, which is delight- 
fiiUy situated upon the sea. Our looms are fanned 
constantly by a sea-breeze, so that the heat is at no 
time excessive ; and from our windows we have a 
charming view of the harbor. 

The fimiily of our host were originally firom Scot- 
landi and are worthy, kind-hearted people. It is a 
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real treat to us to find ourselves once more in a house 
where our native language is spoken, and where the 
goodj old'faishioned virtues of truth and honesty are 
practised. 

18th. Our conntrymeu and fellow-travellers, 
Messrs. F. and C, left us this evening in the steam* 
boat for Marseilles. We have been constantly to* 
gether since the first of June, and the companionship 
has been too agreeable to us to admit of a separation 
without a feeling of deep regret. We consider our- 
selves singularly fortunate in having been associated, 
during so large a part of our tour in this^ <dassio 
country^ with these gentlemen. Their enthusiastic 
love of the fine arts, and the rich stores of classic 
learning with which their minds are imbued, have 
rendered them not only interesting, but highly in-* 
structive companions. 

The .combination of piety with gredt intelligence, 
kindness of heart, and iefine.ment of manner, is too 
rare not to be highly appreciated when we are so 
fortunate as to meet with it. 

Our firiends will go from Marseilles into Switzer- 
land, where we shall hope to see them again ; though 
it is unc^tain whether we shall reach that country 
before their departure. 

Mrs. ISl., a Scottish lady, whose husband recently 
died at Pisa, goes under their protection to Lyons. 

19th. Sly brother left us this morning, in aii open 
boat, for the island of Elba. It is £>rty-five mile$ 
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from Leghorn, and is celebrated for its imn minesr, 
as well as for having been the place of exile for the 
dethroned Emperor of the French. 

A revolting spectacle met mjr eye a short time 
since, as I was standing at the window of my room. 
A company of galley slaves, chained together and 
guarded by soldiers, were driven past to their daily 
task. The different crimes of which they have been 
guilty, and for which they are now suffering, are 
indicated by the color of their dress. After gaining 
this information, I found, on applying the test, that 
nearly all these poor wretches had committed mur- 
der. Their countenances certainly expressed the 
very worst > passions, and an involuntary shudder 
came over me as. I heard the clanking of their heavy 
chains, and caught the scowling and malignant ex- 
pression of their eyes. My first impression, on hear- 
ing that in Tuscany no c^ence was punishable with 
death, was that the government was remarkably 
mild and merciful. But when I look at these poor 
slaves, and see them heavily ironed, and guarded by 
soldiers, driven like beasts to their daily labor, and 
reflect that they have no other prospect than that of 
thus dragging out a miserable existence ; I am ready 
to change my opinion, and to think that, in compa- 
rison, death would be a blessing. 

2ist. We are more quiet here than we have been 
before since we landed upon the eastern continent. 
There is little to be seen at Livouma ; but the pau- 
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city of interesting objects can scarcely be regretted^ 
by the weary voyageur^ whose mind and body are 
alike exhausted by the incessant demands which are 
made upon the enefgies of both at Naples, Rome, 
and Florence. 

I am more and more convinced that, in sending 
invalids to this country in pursuit of health, the 
danger to be apprehended fully equals, and perhaps 
exceeds, the benefit to be anticipated. The invalid 
comes with the, previous knowledge that Italy 
abounds with objects of the deepest interest; and, 
however weak and inadequate to the exertion he 
may be, he will not deny himself the gratification 
of visitilig them. He must ascend Vesuvius, or vi« 
sit damp, dark caverns and grottoes ) and any im^ 
provement. which he might otherwise expect from 
change of air and. scene,^ is thus prevented by his 
own in^rudence. It certainly requires a vigorous 
constitutiori, as well as unbroken spirits, to bear 
with equanimity the various annoyanceit to which 
the traveller in this country is exposed. With re- 
gard to the season of the year which is best for vi- 
siting Italy, I am inclined to think Americans are 
generally in error. We were repeatedly told ia 
New- York, and again in Paris, that we should by 
no means come in the spring ; that if we did so, we 
should probably suffer from sickness^ and should 
^rtainly be dreadfully annoyed by heat and vermitk' 

We came, however, the first of June ; and up tQ 
4* 
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this time we have actually suffered less from heat 
than we ordinarily do in ^Maryland at the same 
season. Our health has continued good ; indeed, 
the climate seems to me to be temperate and salu- 
brious even in midsummer. With respect to the 
last-mentioned evil with which we were threatened, 
it must be confessed we have not escaped altogether 
unharmed. 

Our own observation has led us to this conclu- 
sions—that the months of May and June may be 
spent most agreeably and safely in this country, and 
that, in fact, they are far preferable here to the win- 
ter. Italy is not in so low a latitude as to secure 
her from cold during the winter months ; and from 
the manner in which the houses^ are built, I should 
think it quite impossible to keep them warm in cold 
weather. The floors are universally of brick or 
stone, and the rooms spacious, with lofty ceilings. 
The changes too from heat to cold, and vice versa, 
are frequent and sudden during the winter, and are 
very injurious to invalids. 

But, apart from every other consideration, they 
are, I had almost said, infinite losers, who do not see 
Italy all radiant and glowing in the beauty of sum- 
men He who can travel from Rome to Florence 
at this season of the year, and look upon the valUes 
laughing with abundance, the earth bright with her 
countless flowers, and the heavens smiling through 
ftU their rosy depths ; and not feel emotions of grati- 
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tude and joy perpetually gushing forth and up' 
springing in his heart, must be less than man. Often^ 
as I look abroad upon the lovely and luxuriant land- 
scapes with which this country abounds, 1 recall a 
remark made to me many years since by ^highly 
respected clerical friend as we stood upon the banks 
of our own Connecticut, admiring its calm and quiet 
beauty,—" This is a beautiful world, cursed though 
it be." If there is one portion of the earth to which, 
above all others, such a remark is applicable, it is 
Italy ; for while Nature has done every thing to ren- 
der her a paradise, she is cursed ; deeply, bitterly 
cursed, by ignorance and superstition. Oh, if the 
glorious day should ever come, when this fair land, 
starting from her lethargy, and shaking off the 
<^ double night" which now envelopes her, shall take 
her appropriate rank aniong the nations, surely earth 
should keep jubilee. - 

Our excellent hotel has the honor, at present, of 
numbering aiiiong its guests, Louis Buonaparte, the 
ex -king of Holland. He arrived last evening from 
Florence, which is his place of residence. He has 
been for years a sufferer from a paralytic affection, 
and is now nearly helpless. Mr. and Mrs. F., who 
have long known him, speak of him as being a moist 
amiable, worthy man. He married Hortense Beau- 
hamois, the daughter of the amiable and unfortunate 
Josephine; but they have not lived together for a 
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number of years; Madame B. resides, I believe, in 
Crermany. 

Maria Louisa, the heartless and uuworthy wife of 
Napoleon, now Duchess of Parma, has married her 
third husband. She must be as destitute of ambition 
as of feeUng, or she would never have e:itchanged 
the proud name she had once the honor to bear for 
one of humbler pretensions. 

I have little respect for a woman who can desert 
her husband in his adversity, whatever may be his 
faults. Even the wife of the brigand, who has lost 
her station in society, and whose name is associated 
with infamy, falls lower still if she turn traitress to 
her husband, or forsake him in his hour of need. 
Instead of the indifference and contempt with which 
the name of Maria Liouisa is now mentioned, what 
a lustre would have gathered around it had she 
clung to Napoleon in his fallen fortunes ; foHowed 
him into exile to be the solace of his lonely hours, 
and to soothe, by her affectionate attentions, the 
pangs of disappointed ambition. And this she would 
have done, had she possessed aught of that pure and 
disinterested affection which the^ wife should feel 
towards the partner of her destiny. But her imme- 
diate abandonment of the dethroned Emperor proved 
conclusively the consummate selfishness of her cha- 
racter. 

23d. A modem poet has called the Mediterranean 
a " waveless sea," If he had ever seen it as it ap- 
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pears thia morning, he would not have used that 
expression. The wind was blowing hard all day 
yesterday, and to-day the sea is in great commotion ; 
large waves are continually rolling in, and breaking 
just beneath our windows. 

Evening, We have just experienced one of those 
sudden .-changes of temperature which are so com- 
mon in this country. The mercury, which has stood 
for two or three days past at 84, has fallen to 68 ; 
the change is attributable to the wind having shifted 
suddenly, and blowing hard from the mountains. 
The extremes oi heat and cojd, however, to which 
we are accustomed in our climate, are unknown 
here. Our host^ who has resided many years in 
Leghorn, tells us that it is unusual for the mercury 
to fall lower than 46 in winter ; and it rarely rises 
higher than 84 or 86 in isummer. The clin^te of 
this city is doubtless affected in some degree by its 
proximity to the sea, and other places in the same 
latitude may be subject to greater vicissitudes. 

24th. Sunday. Attended service this morning 
at the English Chapel. A small congregation lis^ 
tened to a sermon of very moderate merit from ah 
English clergyman. Leghorn, though by no means 
ah interesting place to a stranger, appears, in one 
respect, to be superior to most of the cities we have 
seen upon the continent. Outwardly, at least, the 
Sabbath is to some extent reverenced here; tho 
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shops are closed, and the ordinary business of the 
week is in a measure suspended. 

Indeed, the state of morals in Tuscany is decided- 
ly superior to that which prevails in the Roman or 
Neapolitan territories. Education, instead at being 
discountenanced, is encouraged here. In- this city 
there is an infant school, and a school for mutual in- 
struction, both of which ar« well attended. 

The Grand Duke is spoken of with ailbction and 
respect by his subjects. He is represented as very 
benevolent, visiting, incognito, the hospitals and other 
similar institutions in his dominions, to see that they 
are properly managed ; and exerting himself to the 
utmost in the reform of abuses and the administra« 
tion of justice. - 

He is said to be exemplary in his domestic rela- 
tions ; and is, withali one of the richest sovereigns ia 
Europe. 

25th. A respectable old gentleman of this city is 
lying at the point of death in our hotel. He viras 
atacked wjth apoplexy three days since, while dining 
here with his friend Buonaparte, and has been in an 
unconscious ^tate ever since. His confessor^ came 
yesterday, and gave him extreme unction; but the 
unconscious state of the dying man prevented his 
receiving the communion. 

27th. Went out after tea and had a long and 
pleasant walk.. We strolled first to an elevated spot 
by the sea-side, from whence we saw distinctly, 
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Elba, CorsiGQ, and several smaller islands. The 
western sky was remarkably rich and beautiful, real- 
ising fully the glowing descriptions I have often read 
of Italian skies ; and as the sea expanded in clear, 
calm beauty below, the scene was worthy the pencil 
of a Claude Lorraine. 

Mr. T. conducted us to some parts of the town 
which we had not previously seen. Leghorn is 
evidently an improving place. Whole streets of 
very fine buildings have been reared within- the last 
three years ', and there is an appearance of enter- % 

prize and activity very, uncommon in the cities of 
Italy. 

As we stood looking down one oC the streets, our 
curiosity was excited by seeing a multitude of people 
issuing from a large building. The street was soon 
literally jSled with them ; and on inquiring the 
cause of such an assemblage, we were told they' 
were just returning from the theatre ! It must be 
remembered that the daylight was yet lingering in 
the west. What a passion for theatrical amusements 
does this fact indicate. 

28th. In passing the cathedral, this morning, we 
observed a black drapery suspended overone of the 
doors. Curiosity led us to enter. Two coffins, co*^ 
vered with richly embroidered black palls, were pla- ^ 

ced in the body of the church, with several lighted 
eandles standing around: each. A large number of 
priests were saying mciss for the dead, while people 
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were continually coming and going, as one may al- 
ways see them in a Catholic church. 

The number of masses depends principally upon 
the wealth of the deceased individual. It is common 
for persons to require, by their wills, a certain num- 
ber of masses to be said for their souls ; and this 
number is sometimes so great, as to swallow up a 
considerable fortune, and- even to plunge their rela- 
tives in debt. 

We have remarked it as a singular fact,, that we 
have scarcely seen a funeral since we landed in Eu* 
rope. On mentioning this to Mr. T., he accounted 
for it by saying, that in this country persons are 
usually buried in the night. 

The remains of the common people are committed 
to their parent earth with very little ceremony. A 
large pit is dug, into which they are indiscriminately 
thrown, without cofi&n, and often without even a 
winding sheet ! When this is full, it is closed up, 
and another is opened. 

Mrs. T. told me, that as she and her husband were 
once taking a walk a little way in the country, they 
saw coming towards them, a group of young girls, 
who were talking and laughing, apparently in high 
glee. On coming up to them Mrs. T. was shocked 
to see that they were carrying the body of a child to 
the grave. The corpse was placed on a rude litter, 
dressed in the clothes in which it had died, without 
80 much as a cloth thrown over its face to screen it 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



49 



from the gaze of idle curiosity ! Oh, how different 
from the decent and impressive forms which attend 
the burial of the dead in Protestant countries ! 

The rich, who can afford to pay well for it, are, of 
course, buried with much pomp and display. 

Another glorious sunset ; the orb of day has just 
Slink into his ocean-bed, and the whole line of .the 
western sky is glowing withtints of celestial beauty. 
The atmosphere is wonderfully clear, exhibiting, in 
bold relief, the giant proportions- of that range of the 
maritime Alps which stretches far away to the north- 
west. A bold head- land, which rises near Genoa, 
ninety miles distant from this place, is now seen with 
the utmost distinctness. 

While gazing upon a scene like this, I long.to pos- 
sess the painter^s art, that I might seize and transfer 
some of its beauties to the canvas. But though I 
cannot effect this, there are scenes which I have wit- 
nessed in this land that will not soon be forgotten. 

Various places in Italy will remain as green spots 
in my memory throughout my future existence. 

We have had a call from Mr. Appleton, the Ameri- 
can consul atthis port. He is, perhaps, the only man 
living who now holds the same office which he re- 
ceived from the hand of Washington. Judging from 
his personal appearance, one would suppose he must 
have been quaffing the elixir of immortality ; for, 
notwithstanding his advanced age, his form is still 
erect, and his face but slightly wrinkled. He would 
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pass readily for My-fi,y« or sixty, and.yet| it is said^ he 
must be verging upon ninety. He told us it waa 
half a century since he bad looked upon bis native 
land. 

30th. Walked out last erening in the direction of 
the Ardenza, a promenade which has recently been 
laid out and embellished with trees. It is about two 
miles distant from the city, and is the favorite drive 
of tbe inhabitants. The road, which is ex<^lent, is 
made close upon tbe sea the whole distan^ce ; indeed, 
in several places it has been made through a small 
bfty or arm of the sea. We walked three miles, g€^- 
iog and returning ; I was disposed to consider this 
something of a feat, but was quite crest-fallen o)X 
bearing Mr. T. say he had known a Scptoh wooaan 
to walk forty-jive miles per day, and that it wa» 
Very common for them to walk twenty miles. 

As we walked through the great squai^e, which in. 
the evening is always filled with people) I was sur-. 
prised at seeing tbemaU fall suddenly uppo; their 
knees. Casting my eyes i»ound to discover the cause 
of this sudden prostration, I discovered a company 
of prieste walking in solemn procession, carrying 
lighted candles, and chanting their sacred hymns* 
They had been, probably, to administer the commu- 
nion, to some sick person. The houses which they 
parsed were hastily illuminated, draperies of rich 
(ilks were suspended from tbe windows, and people 
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$atik reverently upon their knees till the holy bro- 
therhood had passed on. 

31st^ Attended service at the English chapel thii^ 
mojming. The congregation is very small, and an 
unpleasant peculiarity of their worship is, that they 
have na music. In tbe Catholic churches in thii 
country the music is pflen very fine. It is a carious 
fact) however, that ladies are not permitted to sikig in 
these churches. 

To my regret I am compelled to retract the favor- 
able opinion I have expressed with regard to the 
observance of tihe Sabbath here. As We were wait- 
ing, this evening, to the English burying-ground^ we 
saw multitude^ of people returning from the theatre. 
But the guilt of this iagrant violation of one of th^ 
commandments of the decalogue belongs not so mudi 
to tho people, as to theic pttests, whto should teack 
them betten 

To (be community at large the Bible is a soaled 
book^ No light fiom heaven beams upon their dark- 
Med understandings, esLcept as some faint rays ht% 
trittsmitted thro^ the medium of a priesthood, 
who are, in many cases, as we are credibly infenned^ 
scarcely moire enlighteixed in religions things than 
the people themselves. If I have said Ifttle of th^ 
iiuperstition and idolatry, (for I can call it by no soft^ 
er name,) which prevail in this nofnincdljf Christian 
country, it is not because we have not witnesiied 
enough of both to awaken the tenderest sensibititieft 
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of the soul. I am not, ignorant of the argument 
urged by the CathoUcs, viz. that they do not worship 
the picture or image, but use it simply as a means 
of directing and enlivening their devotions. I wish 
I could believe this. Bat, so far as we can judge 
from the external conduct, they actually do give that 
honor and worship to these objecte which is due on- 
ly to the Supreme Being. We have, however, oth- 
er evidence on this subject. Signor G., one of the 
most intelligent men in Rome, who is himself a 
Catholic, assured our friend Mr. F. that the common 
people did actually, constantly, and unblushingly, 
worship the pictures and images with which their 
churches are filled. To give Mr. F. the best oppor- 
tunity of satisfying himself on this point, Signor G. 
recommended to him to go to a particular church in 
Rome. I forget its exact appellation, but it is one of 
the numerous <^urches dedicated to the Virgin ; and 
contains a statue of her, which has the reputation of 
working miracles. This circumstance invests the 
church with uncpmmon sanctity in tlie eyes of the 
vulgar and ignorant, with whom it is consequently 
a favorite resort* 

When Mr. F. visited it, he found great numbers of 
the lowest order of people praying before this won- 
der'-working image ; the arms, neck, and, indeed, 
much of the person, were loaded with the different 
species of ornaments she had from time to time re- 
ceived ^om her votaries. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



63 

In difierent parts of the buildin^^ rifles, daggerSy 
and various descriptions of deadly arms,, were sus- 
pended. These, Mr. P. vras. informed, were the of- 
ferings of brigands^ murderers, i&e. ; either made in 
gratitude to the Virgin for the success she had grant- 
ed them, or intended as a bribe ta secure her farorixi 
their contemplated viUanies ! 

Santa Maria is, apparently, the &vorite Bidnt 
throughout Italy ; to whoin'more shrines are reared| 
more vows made, and ztx>re pray^s offered, thati to 
all the other saints in the calendar^ In Tuscany w^^ 
can hardly travel a mile without meeting her image 
placed in a little shrine by the way-side. At night a 
lamp is plaiced beside it, and the good Catholic, at he 
passes, takes off his hat, crosses himself and r^)eatf 
a prayer, impL^^nng the protection of the Virgin, 

Among the novel and absurd customs which pre* 
viail in this country, there is one of which I had never 
heiird ptetious to my arrival here. It is that of 
itwathing children, much after the &shion of an 
Egyptian ouimmy. I believe it is practised from the 
very time of their birth. A strip of linen, three or 
four yiirds long, and not quite a quarter of « yard 
broitd, is wound round them from the neck to the 
eet, in such a way that tjie free-play of the Umbs is 
entirely prevented. Mrs. T. Says that the poor wo^ 
men, who are obliged to labor for their «abi^tenee| 
will bind their infants up in this manner in thb 
iQorning and give themselves no farther ^oub^ 
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about their dress till the next morning ! Such a cos« 
tom i4>pears to me scarcely less preposterous or cruel 
than the Chinese custom of compressing the feet. It 
is, however, I am happy to learn, becoming rather 
unpopular among the higher classes, through the 
influence of the EJnglish who are settled among 
them. 

The proverb, ^ rich as a Jew," possesses some sig- 
nificancy at Leghorn. A great proportion of the 
wealth of the city belongs to the descendants of Abra- 
ham ; and they have recently done much to embel- 
lish the town by the erection of many splendid 
dwellings. - r - 

If wealth is here, as is too much the case in some 
places in our own country, a substitute for moral 
principle, and nearly the only passport which is re- 
quired to good society and the enjojonent of social 
privileges, the Jew will probably have little reason 
to complain. The love of mcmey 19 said to be the 
ruling passion of the Jews of Leghorn, as it is of 
their race generally; and for its acquisition, no sa- 
erifice is considered too great. 

August 4th. After a week's detention at Leg- 
horn, waiting for a steamer to take us to Marseilles, 
we embarked this morning in the Sully. The most 
serious disappointment we 4iave yet experienced in 
ourjourneyingssince welethome, is the being de- 
tained at a place where there is so little to interest 
^8 between two and three weeks, (for my brother 
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Was kept at Elba ten days by contrary winds,) and 
the necessity we are under of changing our route to 
Switzerland. 

It has constantly been our determination to travd 
the whole distance by land from Naples to Genoa ; 
crossing the Alps either by the Simplon or the Mount 
Cenis, But the obstructions which have been thrown 
in the way of travellers, in consequence of the cho- 
lera having prevailed in 'some slight degree in the 
north of Italy, have compelled us to forego the plea- 
sure we had anticipated from passing either one or 
the other of these magnificent routes. 

No one who has not experienced them, can con- 
ceive of the multiplied embarrassments which annoy 
the traveller in Italy. 

I^er petty governments, jealous of each other, seize 
every pretext for preventing communication between 
the different states. The Tuscan government com- 
pels Sardiniain vessels to perform quarantine before 
entering their ports, because there have been a few 
cases of cholera at Genoa. 

The king of Naples puts his veto on both Genoese 
and Tuscan vessels ; and as to the Roman authori- 
ties, they have written " tabu " upon vessels from 
every part of Italy.. 

Europeans sometimes tell as we have too much 
liberty in America. If it i« so, it is a pity the redun- 
dant portion could not be transported to this country. 
If we have learned nothing else from our tour, we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 



have at least learned to prize that freedom which at 
home permits us to travel where we please without 
a passport ; without having our luggage exannned 
half a dozen times in passing over a territory as large 
as two of our states; and without the fear of the 
odious quarantine-perpetually before our eyes. 

There were not more than twenty or thirty pas- 
sengers on board the Sully ; but, small as the num^- 
ber was, it was made up frptn several different na- 
tions. There was the stately and taciturn Turk, at- 
tended by his Greek servant ; the handsome Italian ; 
the lively and loquacious Frenchman ; the reserved 
Englishman ; to say nothing of out o^n party, the 
bumble representatives of the New World, and loyal 
subjects 6t " Uncle Sam." 

A serene and beautiful day was succeeded by a 
glorious evening. A few sofl and dreamy .clouds 
were floating in the west ; as the sun sank befteath 
the wave, they assumed new tints of celestial bril- 
liancy, their golden^ radiance gleaming 6ur and wide 
over the placid waters. And yet, calm and lovely as 
was this scene, I felt not unmixed the emotions of 
joy ; fer I felt that I was sailing upon this sea, which 
I so dearly love, for the lasi time. Even though I 
am on my way to the dearest friends, add most loved 
scenes which earth could proffer to me, I shall not 
bid farewell to the Mediterranean with indifference. 
Blue and transparent are its waters; bright and 
beautiful its shores ! Wheu shall the moral aspect 
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of those who. inhabit them become assimilated to 
their natural loveliness ?. ^ 

5th. When we came on deck this morning, found 
ourselves near the coast. Arrived at Marseilles 
between ten and eleven A. M. Among the shipping 
in this crowded port I noticed two or three brigs 
from America. 

This city posseses few objects of special interest 
to a stranger. The fine promenade in the " Cours 
Buonaparte," is, however, well worth seeing : from 
the elevated position which it occupies, there is a 
splendid view of the town, the surrounding country, 
and the sea. 

6th. At a little past four this morning, left Mar- 
seilles in the diligence fox Grenpble. The country 
in this neighborhood is highly cultivated, and 
abounds wiith handsome villas, where the wealthy 
eitizens pass the summer months. The vine is 
abundant, but totaitly different in appearance from 
those we have s^n in Italy. It is pruned, and kept 
very near the ground, not being permitted even the 
slightest support. The fruit is said to be richer 
where they are. cultivated in this rnanner. It may 
be so, but the e&ct upon the scenery is much finer 
where they are suffered to grow luxuriantly. 

As we receded farther from the sea^ the soil ap- 
peared less fruitful ; the country more rude and 
broken. There are few towns of much importance 
on this route ; the largest we passed to-day was 
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Aix, situated iii the ^'Basses Alps." The road was 
mountainous, but in excellent condition. 

Though this route to Switzerland is far less fre- 
quentt'd than. that of the Simplon ox the Mount Ce* 
iris, we had sufficient evidenpe that it is not unknown 
lo the travelling public. In the sjfwice of twovt three 
hours we met twelve or thirteen public carriages^ 
besides several belonging to individuals. 

7th. The diligence, true to her name, did not 
allow her passengers the luxury of a night's repose, 
but continued her tvay onward and upward, higher 
and higher among the Alps. I had " outwatcbed 
the stars;'* and as the day dawned, I espied, faraway 
to the north of us^ some gigantic mountains, whose 
tops were covered with snow. They were some of 
the highest of the French Alps ; and a gentleman 
travelling with us, who is acquainted in this coantry^ 
informed us that snow remained on them during th% 
whole year* The wind, which blew from the direc- 
tion of these mountains, was so pieircing^ that I wall 
obliged to wrap myiself in a large shawl to guard 
against its eflSsctis. It was scarcely light, when, as 
we were pa^sii^ an old village church, the bell, in 
soft and silvery tones, invited those lowly villagers 
to matins. It is not, I know, necessary, in order to 
render prayer acceptable, that it should be o&red in 
A place Consecrated for the special service of the 
Most High. The offering of the sincere worshipper 
is accepted, whether it rise from his own lowly cot- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Bd 



tage, ox is presented on the altar of Natore^s unli* 
miled temple. Yet suroly. there is a peculiar fitness^ 
in comings at the fresh hour of early morning, to the 
place where " prayer is wont to be made ;" to thank 
our Almighty Guardian for his care of us during 
the hours of darkness^ and to seek strength to resist 
the temptations, and to meet the trials of the coming 
day. . 

The road across these jMrecipitous heights is ex- 
cellent, except in one respect ; much of it is made 
in the sides of the mountains, and on- the descending 
side there is nothing to guard it. Where the preci- 
pices' are so steep and frightful as they are here, a 
wall, or something that should serye as a defence, is 
sQjcely a necessary precaution. 

We reached Gapj a tawti of some consequence 
situated among the <<Hantes Alps," between 9 and 
10 A. M. Lofty mountains of the most varied and 
&ntastic figures, rise in the form of an amphitheatre 
around the litde rall^y in which this town is placed. 
It is an ancient city, and the chief town in the De- 
partnaent oi the Hantes Alps. It contains a cathe- 
dral, college,^ theatre, promenade, &c., with a ipopu^ 
lation of seven or eight thousand. As the diligence 
was not to leave this plaee till 2 F. M., we were 
enabled to get a few hoars' sleep, which greatly re- 
fr^hed us. 

Immediately after leaving Gap, we began to as- 
cend a high mountain. The road was remarkably 
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sinuous in its coy rse, care having been taken in its 
construction to make the ascent as gradual fis pos- 
sible. The town remained in sight till we were 
quite at the top of the mountain ; and though we 
had been receding from i^t two hours and a half, we 
could not have been more than two or three miles 
(}istant in a straight line. 

Though the soil was poor and unproductive, there 
were many fine trees. growing' by the road-side, par- 
ticularly walnuts and almonds. The peasants of 
these mountains are remarkably robust and hejalthy 
in their appearance ; there is manifestly no malaria 
here, no tendency ia tliis climate to c^pervate the 
inhabitants. 

Passed the small town of Corps just at dark. As 
we were leaving it, two fine bright-eyed little fellows 
perched themselves upon the steps at the back of the 
carriage, and played the part of footmen till we were 
out of town. As we could do nothing better to 
amuse ourselves, we entered into conversation with 
them. Upon one of our party asking the eldest, a 
lad of twelve years,. if he went to sschool, " Oh oui. 
Monsieur,^' he replied, with an air of surprise at be- 
ing asked such a question. He inforrned us that 
"he could read, write, and cypher f in short, that 
he possessed " beaucoup d'intelligence." There was 
so much naivete about the little fellow, his voice 
was so soft, and his language so much more pure 
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fkan th« patois of the south of P^aace, that it was a 
pleasure to listen to him. 

8th. Early this mornio^ passed the small town 
of Yizille. A fiu^ Promenade, bordered with double 
rows of trees, extends a distance of three or four 
miles to the north of this town* 

Reached Grenoble at 8 A. M, This is the chief 
town in the Department of Isere, and is evidently 
an improving place. Strong fortifications have re- 
cently been erected on a commanding eminence 
which overlooks the town ; and a larger number of 
handsome buildings are now being erected than I 
have observed in any other city in the kingdom. 

As sister and myself were rambling through the 
place, we were atttacted by the appearance of a large 
and handsome garden, whose gates were thrown in- 
vitingly open, as if on purpose to tempt the stranger 
to enter. ' Taking it for granted it was public, we 
marched boldly in, and I was in the act of gathering 
a few of the handsome flowers with which it was 
filled, when a respectable-looking man came up, and 
accosted me : — " Vous etes etrang^re, Madame ?" 
" Oui, Monsieur." " Tous avez trespass6 ; le jardin 
n'est pas publique, c'est particulidre." 

I made my apology in the best French I could 
muster, and we took our departure after being in- 
formed that the grounds upon which we had so un- 
wittingly ifitruded, belonged to no less a personage 
than the prefect of the city of Grenoble. 
Vol- IL 6 
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This town is embellished by several pleasant pro- 
menades ; it is the seat of a college, and contains a 
cabinet of natural history. It is celebrated for the 
manufacture of kid gloves, and this article forms an 
important branch pf its trade. The population is 
estimated at about twenty-five thousand. 

We were surprised to find on our dinner^table at 
this place a large dish of strawberries. We first ate 
thb delicious fruit for this season at Nism^s the lat« 
ter part of May. From that time we had them con* 
stantly, wherever we went, until we reached Naples. 
When we left that city, the 23d of Jtwe, they were 
nearly over, and we have not seen them since, until 
we found them again at Greuoble, the 8th of August ! 

Soon after bur arrival this aitrning, my brother 
had occasion to Use his purse ; but on ptitting his 
hand in his pocket, behold ! ft was missing. Every 
probable and improbable place was searched for it^ 
but to no purpose ; and he at length came to- the 
ccmclusion that the purse, with seven or eight Napo*^ 
leonsin it, had been carelessly left at some place 
where we had stopped in the night for refreshments. 

After breakfast, I went, out shopping ; on taking 
out my purse to pay for some article I had bought, I 
found it empty. Here was a puzzle. I knew per- 
fectly well that when I left Marseilles thete were 
several faeces of silver in it, and I had not opened 
it since. I carried it in a reticule, which had not 
been off my arm, except that I sometimes laid it 
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down beside me in Ihe carriage. Putting aU the 
circumstances together, we were obliged to come to 
the unwelcome cbnciusioni that while we were asleep 
last night in the carriage, our pockets had been rifled 
by a fellow-passenger. A person in the garb, and 
with the manners of a gentleman, had rode with us 
the whole distance from Marseilles ; and during the 
laBt night he was the only person, beside ourselves, 
in that division of the carriage which we occupied^ 
He leil us at Vizille about daylight, and while we 
were yet ignorant of our loss. Should I. ever have 
the pleasure of seeing the gentleman again, I should 
certainly thank him for his politeness in returning 
my purse after possessing himself of its contents. I 
Would also, beg hifa to keep the American coin he 
found £kmong my money as a souvenir of his quon* 
dam feUoW'passenger in the diligence. 

9th. After taking an early breakfast, left Grenoble 
for Chambery. The road lay through the centre of 
a rich and smiling valley, watered by the Isere. The 
distance between the two cities is about twenty miles, 
and the country, through this whole extent, is like a 
garden. It is screened from the winds on either side 
by lofty mountains, in whose crevices lay imbedded 
the snows of a hundred years. But the valley it^ 
self is a very picture of fertility and beauty. Besides 
the vine, with which it is everywhere covered, it pro- 
duces, in the greatest abundance, apples, pearS| cber« 
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lies, plums, and peaches; not to mention yatrions 
smaller fraits. 

Every separate country through which we hare 
travelled seems to have its own peculiar manner of 
training the vine. Next to those natural and grace- 
ful garlands which it is taught to form in Italy, I 
admire the mode adopted in the valley of Chambery. 
A horizontal trellis-work is constructed some ten or 
twelve feet from the ground, and over this the vine 
is led. Below this, it seems tike one vast summer- 
house ; the fierce rays of the sun are excluded by 
the thick foliage ; while all the senses are alike re- 
galed by the assemblage of objects combined in this 
delicious landscape. 

Where tHe earlier kinds of grain have been ga- 
thered in, the industrious farmers are preparing the 
ground for a second crop. There is no mendicity- 
here. The people are industrious ; consequently 
they are above want, and look liealthy and happy. 
The women, young and old, were sitting but at their 
doors; some spinning, others making gloves or knit- 
ting. Assuredly the women of France and Italy 
were not intended by nature for nuns, albeit multi- 
tudes of them have been doomed to pass their lives 
in a convent. There isj in fact, no " retiracy" about 
them. 

Two leagues before we entered Savoy, we were 
compelled to stop at a Custom House to have oiur 
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lu^age examined. The officerS| howeyer, were 
very ciril, and did not insist on a rigorous search. 
. The only difficulty we experienced in passing the 
frontier, .was in making the gentlemen who examined 
our passports understand where that tittle insigni- 
ficant country called America was situated. They 
might, possibly, have been previously aware that 
there was a territory somewhere bearing that appel- 
Ijsition ; but I am sure the <' man in the moon" cannot 
be more destitute of any correct and definite know* 
ledge respecting it than were these worthy officers 
of his Majesty, the king of Sardinia. 

We reached Chambery,-the capital of Savoy, about 
4 P. M. As the evening was rainy, we had no op- 
portunity to look about the town ; so we consoled 
ourselves with the belief thait there was not much to 
he seen. It is a small town, containing twelve thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

10th. Left Chambery at an early hour. The 
first town we passed in our way to Geneva, was Aix 
les BainSf celebrated for its mineral waters. They 
are impregnated with sulphur ; and, used as baths, 
are considered efficacious in the cure of many dis- 
eases. 

The country from Chambery to Geneva is extreme- 
ly uninteresting. The hills have nothing picturesque, 
and the valleys are meagre and unlovely in their 
aspect. 

The walnut tree is very abundatit in this section. 
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of country, and a great proportion of the table oil of 
Switzerland is manuiactured from the nut. It is per- 
fectly transparent, and of a beautiful color ; and its 
flavor is said to be not at all inferior to that of the 
olive oil. 

We reached Geneva a little before sunset, and have 
taken lodgings in the Hotel de I'Bcu. This is_a no- 
ble establishment ; but its greatest attraction, in my 
view, is its charming location. The limpid wa- 
ters of the far-famed and lovely Leman flow directly 
beneath our windows. This lake is one of the few 
objects whose beauty it is^ scarcely possible to exag^ 
gerate. My expectations were highly raised, and I 
feared they might be disappointed here as they were 
at the Falls of Terni. But, glowingly as the poet 
has written of "the blue rushing of . the arrowy 
Rhone,'' I still felt disposed to. exclaim, as the sur- 
passing beauty of the scene first burst upon me, " the 
half was not told me.'' 

Walked out this morning to explore some of the 
wonders in our neighborhood. I am more and more 
charmed with this exquisite lake. A bridge is thrown 
over it jlist opposite our lodgings ; from the centre 
of this, another, placed at right angles with it, leads 
to the "He de Rosseau." This fairy spot, which is 
embellished with fine trees and furnished with seats, 
is a most delicious promenade in a sultry day. A 
statue of the infidel Rosseau, in bronze, occupies a 
conspicuous position near the centre of the little island. 
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When we returned from our walk, we Were agree- 
ably surprised to find our friend and late travelling 
companion, the Rev. Mr. F., here. It is so long since 
we parted from him in Leghorn, that we supposed he 
bad completed his tour in Switzerland, and was in 
Paris by this time. He has made an excursion to 
Chamouni, and left Mr. 0. there among the moun- 
tains. This must be the country for happiness after 
all. Mr. P. represents the peasants of Switzerland 
as being the most healthy, cheerful, and happy peo- 
ple in the world. They told him, in Chamouni, that 
nobody died there ; and, in fact, if people were to be 
immortal any where upon earth, I should expect to 
find them so in this country. . 

This evening we had the pleasure of a visit firom 
the Rev. Mr. D., a gentleman to whom my brother 
had t)rought a letter of introduction from our distin- 
guished countryman, J. F. Cooper, Esq. Mr. D. is 
a most agreeable, and, apparently, dm excellent man. 
He is well-informed in regard^ to the state of religion 
in our country, and gave us some information which 
was new to us. - He is a subscriber to the New- York 
Observer, and informed us that he had recently re- 
ceived a number in twenty-four days from the time 
of its publication ! Who shall pretend to set bounds 
to the progress of intelligence, when it may be trans- 
mitted with siich rapidity as this ? 

12th. A funeral passed me this morning as I wai 
walking in the street, which reminded me forcibly of 
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Ne^-Etigland customs. There were no carriages, 
butthecoffia was carried on men's shoulders, follow- 
ed by the' relatives and numerous other persons. It 
is pleasant to foe again among people who do not 
violate the laws of decency in.. the burial of the 
dead. 

13th. I have been looking out, ever since oar ar- 
rival here, for Mont Blanc, but, owing to the preva- 
lence of smoke and va{)ors, have not been able to see 
it till last evening. The atmosphere was perfectly 
clear ; and as I was crossing the bridge to the He de 
Rosseau, I espied, far away to the south-east, a moun- 
tain, towering in stern and solitary grandeur till it. 
seemed to pierce the skies. Its superior jelevation 
and the diadem of eternal snow with which its brow 
was encircled, convinced me that it could be no oth- 
er than Mont Kane ; and I found, upon inquiry, that 
my opinion was correct. 

This-is, indeed, Switzerland-^that country which 
has always been, to my imagination, one of the mc^ 
attractive upon earth. I long tb bury myself among 
those wild and solitary mountains, that I may, with- 
out interruption, istudy nature in some of her sub- 
limest forms. **"We intend, in a few days, to visit the 
valley of Chamouni, and it is no slight gratification 
that I promise myself from this excursion. 

We took a walk this morning through the market 
of Geneva, It is tolerably well supplied with fruits, 
though their flavor is not so rich as that of the firuits 
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of Italy. The vegetables are extremely fine. But 
the differenca between the people of Geneva and 
those of the Italian cities which I have visited^ is far 
more striking than that which characterises their 
natural prodactions. Here they are fresh, healthy, 
and animated ; their. dress is neat and appropriate, 
and every thing ^bout them bespeaks comfort. It is 
truly a relirf to find myself once more in a place 
where I can walk about, at pleasure without being 
besieged by beggars. It is a pleasure which I be- 
lieve I never enjoyed in a single instance either in 
Rome or Naples. 
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Church af St. Pierre. Curious time-pieces manufactured at Ge- 
neva. Service in a Protestant church. Excursion to Chamouni. 
Striking contrast between the peasants of Switzerland and those 
of Savoy. Hotel at St. Martin; English travellers. The Swisi 

^ char-abanc. Wild scenery betweeri St. Martin and Chamouni. 
Novel scenery of the valley of Chamouni. The first settlement 
made by Benedictine monks; its existence afterwards forgotten. 
Ascend the Montanvert. Walk on the Mer de Glase, the largest 
glacier of the Alps Primitive character of the inhabitants of 
this valley. Excellent hotels. Goitre. Return to Geneva. 
Prosperous condition of this city. Washerwomen. Journey to 
Lausanne; Extensive vineyards. Beauty of the country, Sun- 
day at Lausanne. Literary institutions." Scenery between Lau- 
sanne and Berne^. Varieties of currency and of costume in the 
different cantons. Peasants of Berne celebrated for their beauty. 
Agreeable aspect of the city. Between Berne and Basle, pass 
the Jura Alps., Enter Germany. Freyburg. Strasbourg. 

Accompanied by our kind and obliging friend; the 
Rev. Mr. D., we visited the church of St. Pierre. It 
is a large. and venerable edifice, having been erected 
in the eleventh century. Its style is Gothic, and it 
contains beautiful stained ^lass. 

The building of this church was commenced by 
a. Catholic cardinal, but it is now one of the six Pro- 
testant churches with which this city is supplied. 

Mr. D. pointed out to us the house in which Cal- 
vin, the Reformer, died. The college which this 
distinguished man founded in Geneva still exists, and 
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fiumbefa at the fmeseDt time four or Ave hundred stu* 
dents. 

Visited, in the course of our promenade, different 
parts of the city, fi:om which we had splehdid views 
of the lake and the surrounding country. As we 
were admiring the landscape from a point wher6 it 
was seen to great advantage, one of our party re- 
marked that this region was a paradise. Mr. D. 
quickly added, " Oui, mais sans fruit defenda." 

The villa was pointed out to us which Lord By^^ 
ron formerly occupied, arid where he wrote the two 
finest cantos of Ghilde Harolde. It is enough to in- 
spire, even in a stupid man, somewhat of the divinity 
of mind, to live amidst such scenery as this. Well, 
then, might such an intellect as Byron's be expected 
to teem with the most beautiful conceptions, and his 
pen to embody them in a tangible form. 

It is painful to dwell upon the thought of such 
transcendent powers having been so basely perverted. 
Myriads have listened with rapture to his glowing 
descriptions ; but who is the better for all he has 
written ? That Nature had endowed him with a 
lofly intellect, none will deny ; yet, judging of him 
by the standard of true greatness, utility^ how poor 
and insignificant does he appear compared with such 
men as Howard, ondSharpe, and Wilberforce ! 

We went this evening to Idirfk at some of the time- 
pieces for the manufacture of which Geneva is so 
celebrated. The 9hop we visited is one of the larg- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



n 



est in the towti ; and the proprietor showed us some 
little watches which we all agreed wete great curi- 
osities. We saw a great many, the circumference of 
which did not exceed that of a twenty-five cent piece, 
and they were proportionably thin ; yet they were 
perfect in their mechanism, and, warranted to keep 
good time. But the climax of all was a watch about 
the size of a New- York shilling, set in a ring to be 
worn upon the finger ! The price demanded for it 
was sixty dollars. At the same plAce we saw a very 
curious clock. In Iront of it is a picture, with the 
representation of a tower seen in the distance. The 
clock has two bells j one of them strikes the hour, 
and a moment afterwards the other is heard, «s if 
from the tow^r, the sound coming faint, and apparent- 
ly softened by distance : the illusion is perfect. 

The jewelry apd watches of Geneva find their 
way all over Europe ; and not a little of it is sent to 
the United States. ~ 

14th. Attended divine service this morning at the 
English Episcopal chapel, and heard a very excellent 
sermon from the rector, Rev. Mr. Hutton. It was 
thoroughly evangelical, warm, and eloquent. The 
preacher had selected, for his text a, passage in St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans,-^" For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh," 
&c. His object 4vas to show the necessity of a di- 
vine influence in the formation of a Christian cha- 
racter. This he proved triumphantly, as it appear- 
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ed to me, and then applied the subject with earnest- 
ness and fidelify^ to the consciences of his hearers. 
The same church music was performed which we 
are accustomed to hear at home ; and, altogether, it 
has been more like an American Sabbath than any I 
have passed in Europe. 

In the evening I went to the chapel of the good 
Dr. Malan, a little way out of town, in the hope of 
hearing him. He was present,, but, for some reason, 
did not preach ; and after prayer by himself and 
anotlier clergyman, the congregation were dismissed. 
Probably it was owing to the threatening appearance 
of the clouds that the services were abridged ; al« 
though we walked very fast in returning, we had 
barely reached our lodgings when the rain began to 
descend in torrents. It was accompanied by thunder 
and lightning, which made it grand even here ; such 
a scene in the near neighborhood of the Swiss moun- 
tains, must be in a high degree sublime. 

16th. At a little past 6 A. M. left Geneva on an 
excursion to Chamouni. The morning was clear 
and cool, and gave us .every promise of fine weather 
for the jaunt. 

The country about Geneva is beautiful, highly 
cultivated, and abounds with handsome villas. We 
met great numbers of country people bringing the 
produce of their farms to market. The women have 
fine, clear complexions, with rosy cheeks ; the young 

Vol. II. 7 
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girls are very Uebes, nod ipigbt weH be taken as mo- 
dels of rustic beauty. 

At a short distaace from Geneva the road enters 
Savoy. We had not been five minutes in his majes- 
ty's territories before we were reminded, by the solici- 
tations of mendicants, that we had passed the confines 
of Switsserlaud. It is almost incredible that in so 
short a distance there should be such a marked 
di&rence ot character and condition ; but such is the 
&ct* The Swiss are industrious, hardy, independ- 
ent, and comfortable ; the Italians, wherever you find 
them, are filthy and wretched ; thouo;h I believe it is 
still true that the Savoyards, are less so than the 
inhabitants of any other part of Italy. Their cha- 
racter,, from their proximity and constant intercourse, 
does assimilate in some degree to that of their Swiss 



The first town of any consequence on our route 
was Bonneville ; it contains two betels and a con- 
siderable number of houses. Here we passed the 
nver Arve, on a fine stone bridge five hundred feet 
long, and entered on an extensive plain. 

Notwithstanding the fair promises of the morningi 
the clouds had for sometime worn a threatening as- 
pect, and the rain now began to descend in copioua 
dioweis. We were compelled^ of course, to have the 
earriage closed, and tbus Jtostemirdy the view of the 
soenery as far as St. Martin. We reached this little 
village about 4 P. M., and as the rain had cea^^^;We 
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determined, after a hmty dinner, to proceed directly 
to Chamouhi. 

As travellers are not allo\i^ed to travel beyond 9U 
Martin in their own carriages^ tfa^ Hotel de Mont 
Blanc is a grand rendezvous. We found several 
parties thereon our arrival, and others were con tinu* 
ally coming in; all bound, like ourselves, to Cba*- 
mouni. The first q^uestion usually proposed, as, one 
after another, came . in, was, "Parlez vous Anglais?^ 
No wonder the English have acquired the reputation 
of being the greatest travellers on 4he globe. I be* 
lieve that, in alt the books kept for recording the 
names of travellersi which my curiosity has prompted 
me to examine, full two-thirds of the names inserted 
have been those of Englishmen^ 

Having exchanged our barouche for one of the 
comical little Swiss carriages called a ckar-a-banG, 
we set forth about 5 P. M. This is a small vehicle, 
in which three persons of moderate dimensions imd 
accommodating dispositions, may contrive to stow 
themselves away. It contains but one seat, and this 
is so placed that the occupants sit with their sides, 
instead of their faces, towards the horses. 

It is very low, strong built ; and calculated express*- 
ly for rough, mountainous roads, where other car- 
riages cannot safely venture. 

The road from St. Martin to Chamourii, which is 
always rough, was now much worse than usual, in 
consequence of the heavy showers which had fatten 
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for several days in saccession. The mountain tor- 
rents, which were swollen to an unusual degree, ap* 
peared rather formidable to us. Our adventurous 
Savoy postilion, however, with his stout little char- 
a-banc and two strong horses, regarded them no more 
than if they had been so many streams from the 
spout of a coffee-pot. 

In this wild and solitary region liot only do " Alps 
on Alps arise," but they are continually increasing 
in magnitude, while the glens are constantly becom- 
ing narrower. As I walked up one of the moun- 
tains, I scarcely dared trust my eyes to wander down 
the dark and dismal gorge which yawned far beneath 
me. 

In one place a beautiful little cascade comes tum- 
bling down an almost perpendicular rock of eight 
hundred or a thousand feet in height. 

The small but picturesque Lake of Chede lies 
near the road ; its transparent waters reflect, in soft- 
ened splendor, the lofty mountains among which it is 
embosomed. 

A great part of our evening's ride was performed 
after sunset, and we found the air as cold as we have 
it at home in October. It is said there is a good 
view of Mont Blanc nearly the whole way from St. 
Martin to Chamouni, but it was lost to us in the 
darkness. 

At 9 o'clock we arrived, "weary and way-worn," 
at the excellent inn La Couranne, in the village of 
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Chamouni. This little town is situated in the loTely 
ralley whose name it bears, tuc aa altitude of between 
three and four thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. it is supposed to have been fiHioded by a cose 
vent of Benedictine monks ; and^ strange as it may 
seem^ it was afterwards forgotten, and was lost to 
the world more than six hundred years ! Messrs. 
Pococke and Windham, two English travell^s, dis* 
covered it in 1741, and published details respecting 
it which haye.given it great celebrity^ 

16th. The^ prospect upon which I opened my 
eyes this morning was no less captivating than it 
was novel. I stood in the centre of what I loved to 
imi^netbe ^' happy valley ;" on either side rosegi* 
gantic Alps, some thousands of feet in height, the 
tops of many of them covered with perpetiial snow : 
while high above all the rest, in stera and stupen- 
dous grandeur, towered Mont Blanc. 

A little church stood near our kotel ;^and as the bell 
mng out her clear and silvery tenea, thtey echoed 
sweetly from mountain to mountain. 

We took an early breakfast, and prepared to^ ascend 
the Montanvert. We determined to walk instead of 
makiiig the ascent on mujes, as is often done. Ac* 
cordingly^soon afterseven, w6 sel forth, aoeompanied 
by two English gentlemen and a guide. 

For a sliort distance hrom the hotel the path is le« 
Tel, but it soon begins to ascend, and a great part of 
the way it is excessively steep and toilsome* Per^ 
7* 
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sons who walk are supplied by the guides wiffi 
hatofiSj (long walking-sticks with an iron spike at 
the end.) These we found of great use in ascend- 
ing the mountain. 
. We paused frequently in our upward journey, for 
the^double purpose of rest and to survey the magni- 
ficent scenery by which we were surroupded. Sel- 
dom, indeed, has nature combined in the same land^ 
scape so much, beauty with so much grandeur. 

The picturesque valley, with its quiet village, its 
cottages, and hamlets ; its fields, tinged withVarious 
shades of green and yellow, looking like the beds of 
a flower-garden ; the Arve and the Arveron, which 
has its source in a neighboring glacier, < winding 
through the valley like threads of silver ; the lofty 
mountains and the glaciers of dazzling whiteness, 
form altogether a scene unique and exciting in the 
highest degree. 

The lower end of the Mer de Glase, or Sea of Ice, 
presented itself to view soon after we began to ascend 
the mountain. Many little wild flowers grew along 
our path ; and I. gathered a few strawberries which, 
though small, were of a delicious flavor. Two or 
three different species of pine embellish the sides of 
the Montanvert, from the boughs pf which hang sus- 
pended garlands of moss 

We reached the summit about eleven, and stood 
five thousand seven hundred and twenty-four feet 
above the level of the sea ! Here there is a house 
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called "L'Hopital de Blair," \fhere refreshments ard 
kept, and from which there is a superb view of the 
Mer de Giase. 

But my curiosity was not to be satisfied by a dis- 
tant view of an object so grand as that of the largest 
of all the glaciers of the Alps. Accordingly, after 
resting a short time, and partaking of some refresh- 
ments, our party, with the exception of one whose 
delicate health unfitted her for enduring additional 
fatigue, descended to the Mer de Glase. This mag* 
nificent glacier is computed to be eighteen leagues 
in length and one in breadth. The depth of the ice 
was estimated by Mons^ de Saussure at about 360 
feet. One who has never seen it may get a tolera- 
ble idea of itr appearance by imagining the sea sud- 
denly checked amidst its wildest agitation and con- 
gealed into solid ice. 

After walking a short distance upon it, some of the 
party returned to the house; but I was not yet sa- 
tisfied, and, accompanied by one of the English gen- 
tlemen who had joined us, and the guide, I walked 
considerably more than half-way across the Mer de 
Glase. Having been reared in the cold climate of 
New England, I had, at an early age, acquired fhe 
somewhat unfeminine accomplishment of walking 
and sliding on the ice; and, though out of practice 
for many years, I found on this occasion the benefit 
of my early discipline. The guide paid me the com- 
pliment to say, " Vous etes une chamoise ; vous 
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marchez tres bien, tres bien ; pea des dames mar- 
chent aussi biea si vous." 

I have often heard it represented as a^difficult 
thing to walk upon this glacier ; but I de not know 
why it should be so considered. All that is neces* 
sary, is a sufficient degree of agility, a good spiked 
walking-^tick, and the arm of a careful and experience 
ed guide. 

The trayeller, as he passes over the uneven sur- 
face, will observe innumerable crevices, down which 
be may look to the depth of 150 or 200 feet. The 
color of the ice, as seen through these openings, is a 
heavenly blue ; and its appearance is beautiful beyond 
description. 

In other places little rivulets are flowing over the 
ice, and leaping from the top of its hillocks in the 
prettiest cascades imaginable. Vast quantities of 
stones, which have roUeddown from the neighboring 
mountains, are scattered over the surface of thisgla- 
cier ; some of them are immense blocks of granitCi 
weighing several to^is. 

Whether it was owing to the peculiar elasticity of 
the atmosphere, or to the novelty and exciting nature 
of the scene, I cannot tell ; but I was almost insensi- 
ble to fatigue, and would gladly have remained much 
longer, but for the fear that the rest of our party 
would become impatient Reluctantly, therefore, I 
quitted this captivating spot, and directed my steps to 
the top of the Montanvert The mountain Rhodo- 
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dendron, or Rose of the Alps, grows in profusion upon 
the borders of the Mer de Glase ; and I gathered some 
of it, to preserve as a memorial of this interesting 
excursion.. 

The rock \^as pointed out to us under which 
Messrs. Pococke and Windham slept at the time 
they penetrated to this then unknown region. Their 
names, and the date of their visit, (174l,)are carved 
upon it. 

Elevated as we were when standing upon the 
summit of the Montanvert, we were not yet able to 
look down upon every object within the compass of 
our vision. Many of those gigantic pointed rocks, 
called "Aiguilles," are in this neighborhood; the 
Aiguille de Dru is peculiarly beautifuHn its form, 
resembling sttongly the spire of a Gothic cathedral. 

These are gala days with the poor people who live 
at " L'Hopital de Blair." One or two parties came 
while we w^re there, and as we descended the moun- 
tain, we met several more. In all, there could not 
have been less than from thirty to forty persons there 
to-day. But the season for company is of short du- 
ration in these Alpine regions ; and during at least 
ten months of the year these mountaineers must 
calculate on living in complete solitude. Their 
mental resources are extremely slight ; their man- 
ners simple and primitive in an uncommon degree. 
Though strangers to those thbusand artificial wants 
which the customd of society create, they are by no 
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means insensible of the value of money ; and at it 
18 their settled belief that 'Mes Anglais sont tret 
riche," they make it a point to tax them unmer- 
cifully. They possess, however, extremely kind 
feelings, and of course seldom fail of exhibiting in 
their deportment true and genuine politeness. 

Our worthy guide, though he probably never heard 
even the name of Chesterfield, and was, perhaps, 
never beyond the mountains which enclose his na* 
tive valley, was, in the best sense of the term, a 
gentleman — respectful, kind, and obliging, and de* 
tirous of promoting to the utmost our comfort and 
enjoyment 

We reached our hotel before 3 o'clock, fatigued 
it is true, but withal highly delighted with our ex- 
cursion. After resting an hour or two, and dining^ 
I walked out to " take an- observation" of the phy- 
sical condition of the inhabitants of this charming 
valley. I met several women and children, with 
whom I entered into conversation. They are good- 
looking, and remarkably civil and obliging. 

The little church I have already mentioned, is, as 
I was told, the only one in the valley. It is served 
by two priests, and the people are all Catholics. One 
good woman with whom I stopped to converse, was 
curious to know where I came from ; and when I 
told her I had come all the way from America to 
see her wild mountains, her astonishment was un- 
bounded. She ran iqto the house, and brought out 
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B^pectcock^s feather i which she begged me to accept ; 
I promised her I would keep it as a remeuibrancer 
of oae of cny Cfaampuni friends. Surely, if hfe in 
primitive anywhere, it must be here. It is not a ht- 
tie to the credit of these people that they hav:e esta* 
blished among their rude mountains such excellent 
hotels. We have nowhere seen on the Continent a 
more comfortable house than La Couronne at Cha- 
BQOuni. Every thing is perfectly clean, the table is 
excellent, and the servants attentive and obliging. 
It was a matter of surprise to us to see such a va- 
riety of fruit in these Alpine regions. We had for 
desert to-day, very fine plums, apricots, strawberries, 
(the two latter very small, but delicious ;) pears, and 
apples of the last year's growth ! 

17th. Slept very sweetly last night after my walk 
of twelve or thirteen miles, and at an early hour this 
morning we set oiir faces towards Geneva. W« 
suffered from the cold, notwithstanduig we had on 
our winter dresses and large woollen shawls. 

How is it that vegetatioiiLis able to make such 
progress during the two or three short month& which 
constitute an Alpine summer ? *A11 around us we 
see good crops of wheat, barley,^oats, and potatoes, 
gf owing where they seem almost to touch t-he limit; 
of perpetual snow. With a hard and unpromising 
soil, we should suppose these poor, people woiiid find 
it difficult to r^tse eoou^ in three short montlis to 
subsist on during the reEKiaindeir of the year. And 
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yet they are evidently vastly more comfortable than 
the indoleat peasantry who inhabit the sunny plains 
of Italy, where they enjoy an almost perpetual sum- 
mer. We are not besieged by beggars at every turn 
among these mountains. 

The most disagreeable thing I have , witnessed 
among the Savoyards, is the goitre, with which they 
are almost universally afflicted. That it should pre- 
vail so extensively here is a singular fact, and one 
which, I believe, has never been satisfactorily ac- 
counted for. Physicians are not agreed among 
themselves respecting it ; some attributing it to the 
coldness of the water, which these people drink, pro- 
ducing a chill in the throat; while others think theii: 
habit of carrying heavy burdens on their heads 
strains in some way the glands of the throat so as 
to produce this calamitous result. 

20th. Geneva. I am not surprised that this city 
should be a favorite summer residence with foreign- 
ers. It is-a delightful place, and seems to me more 
like one of our pleasant country villages than like a 
city. The air is so pure and exhilarating ; and then 
the " blue rushing of the arrowy Rhone*' — there is 
nothing like it. . The river, the lake, and the moun- 
tain scenery in the vicinity of Greneva, have for me 
80 many attractions, that I have taken little interest 
in the town itself. It is said to contain fewer hand- 
some public buildings than any city of the same 
size in Europe. It has, however, a large and valu- 
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«ble pablic library, a hospital under good regulations,' 
and a population of thirty thousand. We are told 
that the city was neTer~more flourishing thau at this 
moment j and the proofs of its prosperity meet the 
stranger at every turn. Directly in front of our ho* 
tel, large and handsome blocks of buildings are being 
erected ; and this whole neighborhood is characte- 
rised by an appearance of industry and ent^prise, 
sueh as we have net lately witnessed; 

A scen^ of patient and cheerful industry Was pre- 
sented .to t>UT observation on our first arrival here, 
and every succeeding day has furnished a repetition 
of it. I have already mentioned that the Hotel de 
I'^cu, where we board) is situated just on the bank 
of the lake. On the very edgje of the water, a long 
wooden building has b^ea erected for the use of the 
washerwomen ; and -ev^ry day, from the first peep 
of, dawn till dewy eve, from forty to fifty or up- 
wards/of these useful bodies, may here be seen, busy 
as bees. The only wash4ub they use is the clemr* 
flowing river itself; and one is almost tempted to 
envy them their emplpyoaent, in consideration of the 
beauty of the element with which they are perpetu- 
ally conversant. They have robust figures; and 
their fresh and cheerfiil faces indicate that their em- 
ployment is not prejifdicial to health, although it may^ 
be laborious. 

Indeed, one of the principal causes which rtsnders 
Gtoeva BO agreeable as a place of residence, is the 

Yoi. IL 8 
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eTident comfort and happiness which the lowef 
dasses of the population enjpy ; and the traveU^ 
wiU he likely to ai9>ractidathis the more highly, if 
he has prerioasiy been in Italy, and witnessed thft 
degradation and misery which prerail among the 
poor there. 

It seems wonderful that tliis httte territory, sur** 
rounded as it is on erery side by such powerful 
kingdoms, should be permitted to retiun even a no* 
minal independence* But, though Switzerland is 
comparatively free, it is said to be a fact that some 
of her neighbors keep a strict $urveiUance over her, 
and are not slow in expressing their displeasure if 
she presume to contravene their wishes. Some ex^ 
citement ^prevails at present, in consequence of in« 
structions having been recently received from the 
authorities of France reqUriring the immediate ex- 
pulsion of those Polish Refugees, who had here 
sought safety and- sabsistenee. The indignant lan-> 
guage we have- beard some Sw^s gentlemen use, in 
reference to this unauthoiised interference with their 
political relations, proves that the i^rit of Tell is 
not extinct in this brave little republic. 

Our passage is eiign^ed for Lausanney and we 
leave this charming city within an hour. The tra* 
Teller who has a keen percepticm of the beauties of 
nature, if he possesses but a moderate portion of sen^ 
sSnlity, has much to suffer as w^ as to enjoy. I 
h&ve gazed with admiration and delight on the varied 
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faave beea pretfenlad lo us in Ilaljr And in lliis coda* 
try : and I ezpeiieoca, in bidding tfim a fiiMl adieii, 
something of that sadness wiiich cpprasses the heart 
when taking a last farewell of dear and, valued 
iriends. Ab, well ! if my eyes should neir^ agaJn 
heboid those objects on which I haw gazed wiA ao 
much pieasoxe, memory will still linger aroond them 
with delight. 

Evening. We left Oeneva at 10 4* ^i cmd 
Teaefaed Lausanne about 8 P. H. ; the distance is 
thirty-six miles. The country between the two ci- 
tiea is extremely beautifuV and highly ddtiraled; 
we hare nowhere, not even in Italy, seen such ex* 
tensive vinejrards. ^ Indeed, the vine aeems to be the 
ataple production of tins part of the country. We 
saw no corn, and very little grain of any kind; in 
«ome places there were laige £elds of potatoes ; and 
fruit is very abiandaiit, partieuburly a^ee, pears, and 
phtms. 

In the small town of Solle, where we dined, oor 
host had a diianmng gaxden, in which he invited us 
to walk. It contained a great number of fruit trees 
^f the kinds I have mentioned. Most of the apfde 
and pear trees w^ dwarfs ; it was to nie a curio- 
sity to see trees, not more than two or thiee .feet high, 
loaded with the largest and finest-looking fruit 

^ples and pears are not ripe heie yet, but dm af • 
pearance of Ihose that weaawdejootes that Aeyare 
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of; an excellent quality. We r^et that the grapes 
ef SwitsEerland are not mature, that we might carrf 
home some of the seeds, and see what they would 
produce in New Ei^glond. 

There are no lafge cities between Geneva and 
this place ; but the small towtis of Goppet, Rolle, and 
Mdrgne, have a cleanly and extremely comfortable 
appearance. The former, it will be recollected, was 
the residence of the celebrated Neckar, andhis^fted 
daughter, Madame de Stael. ^ 

We ^remarked it as singular, that we scarcely 
passed what cenld be called a poor house in the 
whole distance. The country is thickly settled^ 
and the external appearance of a vast propor- 
tion of the dwelling-houses would point them^ut 
as the, residences ef wealthy country gentlemen. 
The architecture of many of these Tillas displays 
milch ta9te. One^ which we particularly admir- 
ed, was a small jGrothic college, standing upon Ae 
shore of the lovely Leman ; it is the summer resi- 
dence of the Duke of Darmstadt) & German nobleman. 

But, after all, the circumstance which imparts Ae 
most interest to this ride is, t^at the traveller ^joys, 
almost uninterruptedly, a view of the lake and of 
Mont Blanc. The road- winds along nearly parallel 
with the ^ake^andif occasionally it diverges for a 
short distance, it speedily returns again, as if reluc- 
tant to quit an ^object of such surpassing loveliness. 
As I gaiised alternately upon its bluCi tsansparent b(h 
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ram, aad xnpon the stem grandenr of the SKmftrch of 
manixtains, clad in his ^eTeriastiBg mantle of fleecy 
white, I coakl not help feeling that my taate for what- 
-ever is btiautifal and grand in nature was gratified to 
tfae^I. A fiaeling of ^Im' and yet <ieep delight 
came o^rer me, as, sseated in a comer of the carriage, 
I levelled^ hour after hotir, upon this .splendid sce- 
nery, I have seldomfelt so deeply «3 during that 
^de, &e truth of the poet's words, 

" There is a pleasure in the pathless woods ; 
There i& a rapture on the lonely shore/' 

The view of Mont Blanc was vastly finer tlnoi the 
jone we had enjoyed at dbamoom. There w« were 
4oo high, and too near the base of the mountain; 
-here we could see the whoie range to which it be- 
longs, and its vform aad propatiions were most clearly 
4efin^« 

We have met torday a. vast number of travelling 
earriages, conveying tibeir occupants, doubtless, from 
diiese colder regions to the m@re geDoal dinucte of Ita^ 
ly. The ebmmencement md close of the summer 
season are the harvest-time of the worthy Genevese. 
Our excellent host of the "Hotel de l^Ecu de Ge- 
neve " had an ov^:flpwing housie for some days 'be* " 
Sase we left theve. 

We met ako many pedeistrians, making in that 
way the tour of this romanlic conntry. The pMC- 
tice of walking is not confined to those whqee oir<^ 

8^ 
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cumstances will not allow them the luxury of a csr- 
riage. The nature of the country is such that it 
eah be seen to the greatest advantage in no other 
way ; and it is so comifion for respectable and weal^ 
thy gentlemen to travel through Switzerland on foot, 
that pedestrians are received at the first hotels with 
the same consideratioti as if they came in a splendid 
private carriage. 

If it were now midsummer, and I had a month or 
six weeks at my command, I should feel strongly 
tempted to devote it to rambling among these wild 
mountains. 

One of the Euro^an peeuliariticis, whieh struck 
us most forcibly on comrnencing our travels in the 
old world, was the different style of dress adopted 
by travellers here from that which prevails in Ame- 
rica. With us, comfort and convenience are sacri- 
ficed too much to appearance. My fair, country- 
women seldom think of adopting any other travel- 
ling dress,, even during the iieats of midsummer, than 
a broadcloth, merino, or silk ; imd the patience with 
which they endure the discomforts of such a dress, 
with the mercury standing at 90, would do honor to 
a martyr, 

Here^on the contrary, com/brr is the principal 
consideration ; and as it is undeniable that calico and 
gingham are more comfortable in warm weather 
than silk and broadcloth, the travelling dresses of 
the ladies are uniformly of the former. I believe I 
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am qiiiCe safe in saying, that among dl the ladies we 
have met travelling on the continent, we have not 
seen five wearing anything better than a plain calieo 
or gingham dress. 

The same principle regulates the toilette of the 
gentlemen. When they commence a journey, the 
handsome broaddoth coat is consigned to the trunk 
or carpet-bag, and a loose frock of brown linen is 
substituted in its steadr Comfort and economy are 
both promoted by this practice ; and tiieluxiiry of a 
clean coat is always in reserve for the traveller when- 
ever he may have occasion for it. 

Notwithstanding the numerous ioolish and prepos- 
terous customs which prevail in these countries^ and 
which we ^oifild grieve ta see transplanted to our 
own shores, the one I have mentioned in regard to 
dress is vastly mpre reasonable than ours ; and, as 
we are very fond of adopting European fashions, it 
is to be hoped we may in time copy this. 

21st. We were agjreeably surprised to find in this 
city an English Episcopal chapel,, where divine ser- 
vice is regularly performed once every Sunday. We 
h^VQ visited it this morning, and heard a plain, good 
sermon. The chapel is a small, unpretending build* 
ing ; and the congregati(»i, though not large, was re- 
spectable in appearance. There are many Catholics 
in this city as well as in CTeneva, though the Protes- 
tants have the preponderance. Besides the EngUsh 
service in this chapel^ the Swiss Catholics occupy it 
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^mce erejr^ Sundaf, and the German Reformed 
ehurch hare the same liberty ; so that ea^h Sabbath^ 
God Js worshipped in the same buildifi^ m three or 
four different languages. 

There is a fine cathedral here. U was commenc- 
ed in the year 1000^ bat vras not completed tin more 
than two centuries from &at time. The architec- 
ture is Gothic; it was erected, I believe, by the 
T)atholi68» though it is now the property oi the 
French Protestants. 

Much attention is given to theeaose of education 
in this city. It contains a college, founded more than 
Ihree hundred years since, which h$ in a very flourish- 
ing state. Instruction is given in Ae belles lettres^ 
the languages^ and sciences : connected with it, there 
IS also a law-schndl and a department of theology. 

It was in this ci^y that Gibbon wrote his celebrate 
fid hi^iory of the Decline and Pali of the Roman 
iknpire. 

The country in- the neighborhood of Lausanne i» 
highly picturesque. Prom the top of the hotel 
where we are staying, there k a magniticent view of 
fhetown, the Surroundings country, and lake Le- 
man. 

22d. Left Lausanne at 5 A. M. for Berne. The 
eotintry between the two cities is hilly, and remind- 
ed me, in many respects, of <>ar own New England. 
It is similar in its productions, and abounds in fine 
fruit, particularly apples, pears^ and plums. 
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We bare passed few handsome houses fo^ay; 
but the cottages have an air of comfort and neatness 
about them which amply compensates for the defi^- 
eiency of elegance^ 

At Payerne, where we stopped an hour or two in 
the middle of the day, we had the pleasure af meet- 
ing again with our' friend Mr. C^from whom we 
had parted at Leghorn some weeks^ sinee. He had 
been making a tour through different parts of Swit^ 
2erland, and was returning, highly gratified with all 
he had seen. The Great St, Bemajd, which he vi- 
aited| he pronounced *< tbe sublimity of desolation."^ 

At the little town I hare mentioned, as I was look- 
ing about for objects of interest and amusement^ I 
encountered a party of women breaking hemp. The 
»pparattts they used for this purpose was similar in 
ils constructicm to that nsed for iMfeaking Ablx in Ame^ 
rica ; but so heavy and clumsy ,^ that I should have 
supposed the' arm of a strong man alone able td 
wield it* These brawny wenches^ however, not 
only wprked with right good* will, but with such ap- 
parent ease^ thait after contemplating them fora few 
moments, I could scarcely find k in my heart to pity 
them, as I wa$.at first inclined to do ; so eontehted^ 
and cheerful, and healthy they seemed. What a 
contrast betweeh their sttong, 4fnuscular frames, and 
the frail, delicate, shadowy figures of my own coun* 
try-women ! ' - 

In the afternoon of this day we passed the pretty 
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lake of Morat. It is aboiU six miles in length, and 
Ibe dear transparency of ito waters is liln that of 
4he Lnnan. It is one of the principal ornaments of 
the spacious and beautiful plain in which it lies* 
From the summit of a hill over which- we passed in 
the vicinity of this lake, we counted at once twelve 
«r thirteen separate villages. 

We did not reach Berne till after dark, a circum- 
stance we regretted, as the approach to ihe city, is 
very fine. 

During this da3r's ride we have passed through 
parts of three different cantons ; those of Yaud, 
Fribourg, and Berne. The traveller is amused at 
finding that each separate canton of Switzerland has 
a different currency ; so that) in a little territory not 
larger than one of our minor states, and containing 
a population of less than two millions, theare are no 
less than twenty-two different kinds of money. 

The peasants of each canton have also their own 
pecuUar costume; some of them have a picturesque 
and striking appearance. 

23d: Berne is, apparently, a very active and flou- 
Tishiug city. It is well built, and contains many cu- 
riosities which are interesdng to the traveller. Among 
other things there is a collection iii natural history 
bi^mght from the islands of the South Sea by Weber^ 
one of the companions of Captain Ck)ok. He was a 
citizen of Berne, and presented this superb collection 
to the public libarary. 
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There is a handsome Gothic cathedral here. It 
was built by the Catholics more than four hundred 
years since, but for the last three centuries it has be- 
longed to the Protestants. In an apartm^it connect* . 
ed with the church, is a large quantity of Gobelin 
tapestry ; the ancient armor of some of the dukes of 
Burgundy ; and sundry other curiosities, 

Berne is adorned by some of the finest promenades 
I have seen in any city. 

The market, which we had an o{^portunity to se^i 
seemed e;^ceediDg]y well supplied with vegetables 
and fruit. Indeed, the gardens in this country are 
remarkably well cultivated and prolific. Among 
the simple luxuries of the Swiss, the traveller will 
not fail to notice their honey. It is of a very fine 
quality, andextremely.beautifutin appearance, being 
of an amber-color, and perfectly transparent. Every- 
where in Switzerland we have found it abundant. 

The women of the canton of Berne are celebrated 
for their beauty, and not undeservedly. Their clear, 
brilliant complexions, and dimpled cheeks, might 
move the envy of many a &shionable who glitters in 
a eourt. Their costume is peculiar and picturesque. . 
It consists of a full, white under-dress, gathered into 
a narrow band and confined around the throat y the 
sleeves are moderately large, and reach a little below 
the elbow. Over this is worn a black dress, made 
without sleeves, and with the corsage cut low. The 
head-dress is a very thin black cap, placed on the 
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back of the bead, with an immensely broad, full bor- 
der standing up in front. 

The whole canton of Berne is said to be extremely 
rich and well cultivated. It is in this canton that 
the celebrated Institution of Hojfwyl, under the direc- 
tion of Count Fellenbei^, is situated. 

We left Berne at 1 P. M. for Sfrasbourg, via Basle, 
The road was extremely hilly, -and our cocker 
drove us onward with a rapidity that would have 
been quite terrific to persons of weak and delicate 
nerves. We were travelling contihually.during.thc 
afternoon and following night amopg the Jura Alps. 
From time to time, as we reached the summit of a 
mountain, we were presented with lovely views of 
the surrounding country. This was particularly 
the case as we ascended a high mountain overlook- 
ing the pretty town and lake of Bienne. A spacious, 
rich, and highly cultivated valley lay beneath us, 
sprinkled thickly with neat villages ; while the sides 
of the mountain were covered . with the luxuriant 
vine. 

It was a circumstance we regretted on more than 
one account, that we were obliged to travel all night. 
Besides being very fatiguing, the traveller in a strange 
X50untry is a loser by not being able to see the scene- 
ry to advantage. However, we had the benefit of a 
full-moon ; and as the sky was cloudteds, we couM 
still see objects near us with tolerable distinctness. 

This passage of the Jura Alps, is, in s^ne parts 
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of the route singfularly wild and gloomy. In many 
places, mountains of rock rise almost perpendicularly 
on each side of the road, to the height of many hun- 
dred feet. 

We reached Basle about daylight, but stopped no 
longer than to have the carriage exchanged. This 
city lies upon the Rhine, which is hete crossed by a 
bridge. It is nearly of the same size as Berne, hav- 
ing a population of 17,000; 

24th. The country through which we have pass- 
ed to-day is entirely different in its character from 
any we have seen in Switzerland, being one conti- 
nued plain. Our routerled us through a corner of Ger- 
many. Freyburg, where we stopped att hour or two, 
is a town of samejmportance, and contains a hand- 
some cathedral. It was closed, however ; ^hd as we 
could find no one to open it, we were obliged to con- 
tent ourselves with a view of the exterior. 

Since leaving the canton of Taud in Switzerland, 
we have felt emphatically that we are " strangers in 
a strange land." 

In the two cantons of Geneva and Taud the French 
language is the vernacular tongue, while that of the 
others is German Swiss. Possessing a partial acr 
quaintance with the French previous to leaving our 
own-country, and having heard it constantly spoken 
for a period of four months, it had become tolerably 
familiar to us. Compared with this uncouth Ger- 
man or Swiss, or whatever it may be, it seems hfce 
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our " mother tongue.*' If the French were a nation 
of travellers, they would find it no slight advantage 
that their language is so generally spoken through- 
out Europe. Indeed, it seems to be almost as univer- 
sal as the language of signs. The interior of the 
diligence, which we occupied from Freyburg to 
Strasbourg in France, contained, besides our party, 
three young gentlemen. One was a German, who 
had resided three years in Spain, and had there made 
himuself master of the high-sounding and melodious 
Castilian. Another was a native of the canton of 
Glavis in Switzerland. A residence of ten years in 
Russia had given him a thorough acquaintance with 
that most unpronounceable of all languages, emd be 
now prefers it tp his native tongue^ Of our lan- 
guage they were entirely ignorant, and were equally 
so of theirs ; but as they all spoke French, we deriv- 
ed much information from them through this com- 
mon medium. 

We had been assured at Berne that we should 
reach Strasbourg at eight this evening. Weary and 
exhausted from want of sleep, we had already ex- 
ceeded that time by three hours, when we were stop- 
ped for the agreeable purpose of having our luggage 
examined at the custom-house. This was at Kehl^ 
the frontier town of France ; it had already passed 
the ordeal once to-day at Freyburg. The trial was 
too great for human patience, but there was no re- 
medy. At length, a little before twelve at night, we 
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entered Strasboui^. The Rhine, which we crossed 
on a bridge, is here a noble river. 

25th. This morning, as we were eating our break- 
fast in the general coflfee-room, I observed a gentle- 
man, with a certain je ne sals quoi of the Englishman 
about him, who was also taking his dejeuner at a 
small table near us. He seemed to eye us rather in- 
quisitively for a moment, and then bowing, observed, 
" My countrywomen, I perceive." I replied that we 
certainly spoke his language, and, if not exactly En- 
glish, we yet claimed a near alliance with them. 
"Ah," said he, '< it is the same thing ; we are all one 
nation." He then told us, that in the course of his 
travels he had met with many Americans, who were 
the most delightful companions. Among others, he 
mentioned particularly our two distinguished coun^ 
trymen, Washington Irving and Cooper. He is fa^ 
miliar with Italy, having travelled much in that coun»» 
try. He informed us that it was his intention to 
travel three years longer, in which time he purposes 
visiting Russia, Egypt, Palestine, and America. Af- 
ter that, he is to enter the Catholic chlirch, and 
settle down to the quiet discharge of new duties. 
He is a near relative of the English cardinal W., at 
Rome. As he looks down the vista of futurity, it is 
not improbable he may see in the distance a cardi- 
nal's cp djstined for his own head. 

I know not why it is that the English have so ge- 
nerally been ^represented, as possessing agreatdegr^ 
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of hauteur and reserve in their manner. We have 
met them every where on the continent, and have uni- 
formly found them the very reverse of this. It would 
be impossible that our own countrymen could be 
more kind and attentive than the English have been 
to us in numerous instances where we have met 
them as entire strangers. Either the character of 
John Bull has materially changed, or he has been 
much misrepresented. 

Strasbourg is among the principal cities of France, 
possessing a population of 60,000. The cathedral is 
the finest we have seen since leaving Rome. The 
architecture is Gothic, and it is embellished by a py- 
ramidal tower 437 feet in height. There is a clock in 
this tower, which is very celebratied for the perfection 
of its mechanism. This church was commenced in 
1005, but more than four hundred years passed away 
before it was completed. There is in this city a 
university, containing a faculty of Protestant theolo* 
gy, of law, and of medicine. 
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Departure from Strasbourg. Mont Laverne. Luneville. Nancy 
— embellished by king Stanislaus. Vitry le Francois. Wretch^ 
appearance of the French villages. Degradation of females in 
southern Europe. Chalons sur Marne. Epernay, famous for its 
superior champagne. Arrival at Paris. Private boarding- 
house. French cookery. Fondness of the French for public 
amusements. Illustration of Parisian refinement. Visit to the 
Louvre. Dine with Mrs, D. Arc de Triomphe de PEtoile. 
Humidity of the climate. Leave Paris. 

At 4 P. M. took our departure in the diligence 
for Palis. For several leagues the country is per- 
fectly level and well tilled. We noticed large fields 
of poppies, cultivated for the manufacture of opium. 
In the night, passed the high mountain of Laverne 
by a splendid road. It winds up the mountain in a 
spiral form, and the ascent is so gradual as to be 
made without the least difficulty. It is said that 
when this road was first constructed, it excited so 
much admiration, that those privileged characters 
the Parisian milliners, took a hint from it They 
arranged branches of pearls in a spiral form to be 
worn in the hair, and this novel species of head-dress 
took the name " Coiffure la Laverne^ 
9* 
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From the summit of this mountain the view is 
said to be exceedingly fine. The spectator has be- 
fore him, in one picture, the rich plains of Alsace, 
which appear like one vast garden ; hills, vineyards, 
forests, cities, and villages diversify the landscape ; 
while at a distance is seen the Rhine, pursuing her 
majestic course towards the sea. It was a source of 
regret to us that we should pass this place at an hour 
when we could not enjoy so fine a scene. 

26th. Early this morning reached Luneville, a 
well-built city of Lorraine, remarkable for the straight- 
ness of its streets. It appears to possess a large mi- 
litary force ^ and the barracks, for the accommoda- 
tion of the soldiers, are reckoned among its curi- 
osities. 

It was market morning, and flie gr^at square 
where the market was held presented an animated 
scene. All the women in the country, young and 
old, seemed to have congregated there ; and in such 
a collection of French people all talking at once, 
one may form a tolerable idea of what the confusion 
at Babel must have been. 

Luneville is celebrated for the treaty of peace 
which was there concluded on the 3d of February, 
1801, between France and Austria. 

The next city of mutih consequence which lay in 
our route, was Nancj. This place was greatly im- 
proved and embellished by Stanislaus, king of Po- 
land and Duke of Lorraine. The " Place Stanis- 
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hius" contains a bronze statue of the king, and is 
adorned by a triumphal arch and several beautiful 
fountains. 

There is a cathedral here, which is said to be worth 
visiting ; but we had had a surfeit of sight-seeing in 
this way, and were contented to pass it by. Much 
of the embroidered muslin, which is sold at Paris, is 
wrought in this city ; we noticed multitudes of young 
women at the doors and windows, busy at this spe- 
cies of work. Nancy has a population of thirty 
thousand. 

The country in this neighborhood is pleasant 
The vine is much cultivated ; soon after leaving the 
city, we saw an immense vineyard, the property of 
an English gentleman who resides hepe. 

In the night, passed Ligny and Bar-le-Duc. The 
latter city is built on a hill in the form of an atnphi- 
theatre, and has an agreeable aspect. While Lune- 
ville figures in history as the scene of an important 
treaty concluded between two powerful nations, and 
Nancy is often pronounced by the lips of beauty in 
connexion with pelerines, collars, .&c., Bar-le-Duc 
claims the honor of furnishing the epicure with 
most superior trout and sweetmeats. 

27vh. A little after daylight, passed Titry le 
Francois, a handsome city, built by Fran<jois.the 
First. It has a fine cathedral, and the streets are 
broad, and adorned with good buildings. The po* 
pulation is between six and seven thousand* 
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Since leaving Strasbourg, I have been forcibly 
struck by the strong contrast between the small 
towns and villages in France and those we saw in 
Switzerland. There, the villages, hamlets, and de- 
tached cottages of the peasants, looked clean and 
comfortable ; the rubbish was carefully swept away 
from before their doors, and a pretty garden- was 
usually attached to the house. 

Here, there are no detached dwellings ; an iso- 
lated farm-house would be a novelty indeed among 
these gregarious people. As for their villages, they 
are the most filthy and comfortless collections of hu- 
man beings that can well be imagined. Order and 
neatness are things unknown in their houses. Whe- 
ther a comfortable and convenient domicile would 
induce a Frenchman to stay at home, is perhaps 
problematical, so inveterate is their love of society. 
As matters are at present, 1 am not surprised that 
they should prefer the street, the field, or indeed al- 
most any other place^ to the interior of their own 
wretched habitations. In passing through the vil- 
lages, we uniformly see the women clustered in little 
groups before their doors, occupied with their spin- 
ning or their knitting. Let it not be imagined, how- 
ever, that the females of these countries are doomed 
to no employments more laborious than these. Their 
life, on the contrary, is one of incessant toil, and to 
an American at least, their state seems one of shock- 
ing degradation. There is scarcely any species of 
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labor in the open fields that we have not seen per- 
formed by the women of France, Italy, and even 
Switzerland. I can tolerate the idea of a female 
cultivating a garden, or even assisting in the lighter 
labors of the field.. But when it comes to ploughing, 
mowing grass, or breaking hemp — these are, in my 
humble opinion, the appropriate employments of the 
" lords of creation," with which woman should not 
interfere. But the age of chivalry has assuredly 
gone by in southern Europe ; woman, instead of be- 
ing worshipped as a divinity, is lamentably degraded. 

My happy countrywomen cannot properly appre- 
ciate the blessings they enjoy. When we speak of 
their habits and mode of life to Europeans, and con- 
trast it with that of females in these countries, they 
shake their heads, and say, " Ah, it will not always 
be so. Fifty, or seventyrfive years hence^ when 
your country comes to have a population of a hun- 
dred millions, it will not be the paradise of women 
as it is at present.'^ 

After passing Titry, the .country for many leagues 
is one of the n^st uninteresting I have seen in Eu« 
rope. The sdil is poor, producing very scanty crops of 
grass and oats. There are no vines, no fruit-trees, 
and, indeed, scarcely a tree of any kind to refresh the 
eye as it wanders over the naked and dreary land- 
scape. 

Chalons sur Marne, where we breakfasted, is a 
large and flourishing town. In the course of the 
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day we passed Epemay, celebrated for its excellent 
champagne. Monsieur h Canducteur obligingly 
procured a bottle for us, that we might judge for 
ourselves whether it is worthy of its high reputation ; 
our verdict was given unanimously in its favor. 

The town is built upon a rocky soil, and in many 
of the rocks caves have been hollowed out, in which 
the wine is preserved. Very extensive vineyards 
are seen in this neighborhood. 

From this place the country gradually improves 
as you approach the Capital. The eye is no longer 
wea:ried by wandering over an immense sterile plain ; 
the land becomes gently undulating, and the vege« 
tation more luxuriant. 

The increasing number of carriages, wagons, &c., 
and the activity and bustle everywhere manifest, re- 
mind us that we are drawing near the metropolis. 

28th. A little after daylight we found ourselves 
At the termination of our long and fatiguing journey, 
and in the midst of a drizzling rain we dismounted 
at the Messagerie Royale. The ordeal of the cus- 
tom-house passed, we repaired to the Hotel Bedford^ 
a spacious and commodious house, which is much 
frequented by the English. Exhausted by fatigue 
and want of sleep, I threw myself upon the bed, and 
was soon lost in a slumber more quiet and profound 
than I had known since leaving Strasbourg, three 
hundred miles distant. 

Much may be said in favor of the French dili- 
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genees. .They ajre built with such strength that 
there is little danger of accident or injury, in conse- 
quence of any part of the carriage giving way ; such 
excellent care is taken of the . luggage, that it is sel- 
dom or never lost ; and the condtbcteurs are usU" 
ally polite, obliging, and attentive to the comfort of 
their passengers. Still, the necessity which le voyor 
geur is under, of travelling all night, must be (to 
those who cannot, sleep quietly in a carriage,) a se- 
rious objection to making a long journey in the di- 
ligence. 

29th. Removed, this morning, from the Hotel Bed- 
ford, to the boardingrhouse of Madame P. on the op- 
posite side of the river. The neighborhood is not 
so agreeable as the one in which we were located 
during our first visit at Paris ; but our landlady is 
extremely kind and obliging, the house is quiet, and 
we are, on the whole, vt;ry comfortably situated. 

The palace and gar4ens of the Luxembourg are 
quite near us, and we have just returned from a 
ramble through those pleasant grounds. They are 
spacious, and contain many beautiful plants ; but I 
am sorry to say they are not distinguished for their 
order or cleanliness. In these qualities they are de- 
cidedly inferior to the Tuilleries. The latter is^the 
promenade of the fashionable world; while the Lux- 
embourg is crowded,, about the hour of sunset, with 
multitudes of the middling and lower classes. 

When I first commenced my travels in the old 
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World, my admiration was perpetually excited by 
the number and beauty of the public gardens which 
everywhere presented themselves. But 1 can now 
understand better why it is that the French and 
Italians lavish so much money on these objects. 

They are their homes. Thither they repair, as 
soon as-their indispensable employments for the day 
are finished, to read the papers, chat with their 
friends, take their glass of ice, and amuse their chil- 
dren. And a right pleasant sight it is to look upon 
the groups of happy children, as they bound in in- 
nocent mirth over these enchanting grounds ; danc- 
ing the rope, trundling the hoop, or amusing them- 
selves in whatever way may best suit their inclinations. 

As to what we Yankees consider domestic com- 
fort^ I believe it would be difiicult to make a French-' 
man comprehend the meaning of the term. 

30th. The established hours for meals at Madame 
P.'s, are the same that we have generally found them 
at the hotels, viz., 10 A. M. for breakfast, and 5 
P. M. for dinner. As she has now but few boarders, 
she has consented, at our request, to give us break- 
fast an hour earlier. By this arrangement we gain 
an additional hour for sight-seeing. 

We hear much, on the other side of the water, of 
French cookery. We find it, in several respects, dif- 
ferent from our preconceived opinions, and particu- 
larly in this — that they do not ordinarily use high 
seasonings. We had Supposed that, what with gar- 
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He, sweet herbs, and the various condiments used 
in the preparation of their dishes, it was scarce^/ 
possible to detect the natural flavor of the meat, 
but, instead of this, they are generally cooked m a 
simple manner. They seem to have an instinctive 
aversion to salt. Their butter, which is of an ex- 
cellent quality, is always brought to the table per- 
fectly fresh, and each one salts it to suit his own 
taste. *'' Ijes Americaines," said Mademoiselle P«, 
the other morning, " mangent beaucoup de sel." 

Our breakfast consists simply of coffee, bread and 
butter, and boiled eggs. I^ however, we wish for 
a greater variety, we have only to say so, and Ma- 
dame P. readily furnishes it. But I think that must 
be a fastidious appetite, which cannot be satisfied 
with a cup of the unparalleled French coflfee, a de- 
licious Parisian roll, and butter as swieet as was ever 
sent forth from the Green Mountains of my native 
State. The Prench cofiee is so infinitely superior 
to ours, that I am astonished their mode of preparing 
it has not long since been introduced into the 
United States. It is filtered instead of being boiled, 
made excessively strong, and drank with a large 
quantity of boiled milk. This, it will be understood, 
is the *< cafe au tait ;" the French are much in the 
habit of drinking a strong cup of coflSse with sugar 
merely, as soon as they rise in the morning, and 
again directly after dinner. The manner of serving 
a dinner here is entirely dillerent from that which 

Vol. II. 10 
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prevails in our country. A servant announces to 
us *Me din6 est pres;" we enter the salle a manger 
— upon the table we find arranged the knives and 
forks, tumblers, bottles of wine, castors, and a nnall 
roll oi bread for each person, placed within snowy 
white napkins, which are sometimes fancifully folded. 
Even the soup^ which is invliriably the first course,^ 
stands upon a side-table. This is passed round by 
servants. As soon as the soup is finished, our plates 
are exchanged, and a dish of meat, previously carved 
at a side-table, is passed round by a servant. After 
a few minutes the plates are again exchanged, ano^ 
ther dish of meat is presented, and so on till the 
merits of some six or eight dishes have been regu- 
larly discussed. Then come the vegetables. Each 
of these constitutes a separate course. Pofnme de 
terre, prepared in some one of the ^thirty different 
forms in which the French cuisinier has learned to 
disguise it, is a leading article among the vegetables. 
Asperge^ pois^ haricots, &c., follow in the train, the 
plates being regularly changed to the end of the 
chapter. , 

Puddings and pies are eaten much more sparingly 
among the French than with us, but a dessert of 
fruit invariably follows the dinner. 

I am at a loss to imagine what has given rise to 
the opinion that the French, as a nation, are small 
eoteis. It is true, Monsieur will not sit down and 
eat voraciously of any one dish, as he says John 
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Ball does of his roast beef. But let thirty different 
dishes be offered in succ^ion to the Frenchman, 
and I am much mistaken if he does not taste of each. 

We find that many of our friends, whose attentions 
and kind offices did much to render our former visit 
here agreeable; are now absent. Mr. and Mrs. C. 
are in Holland, Mr. P. is in SwitsEerland, and the 
S.'s have gone to America. 

3ist. A visit this morning from two very agree* 
able French women-^Madame and Mademoiselle 
D. The former was an acquaint ance of my bro- 
ther's" when he was here some thirty years since ; 
and from her constant remembrance of him during 
so long a period, it would seem that the alleged 
fickleness of the French may admit of exceptions. 

As these laches do not speak English, I was forced 
to play off my Fran^ais as well as I was able. I do 
not love to be caught in^uch a dilemma ; but when* 
ever I am, I have one consolation-— I am very certain 
not to be laughed at. Madame D. and her daugh- 
ter were not only so polite as to refrain from laugh- 
ing at my blunders, but they strov'e to encourage 
me, by assuring me I parU tres bien. My reader* 
would perhaps doubt timi sincerity if I should tell 
them, that not many days since I complimented my 
landlady by telling her she had " le bon chevaux^^ 
instead of cheveux ; and that I recently told the ser- 
vant, " Apportez le motichoir/^ when I wished to 
snuff the candles. 
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Among Madame P/s boarders is a young coimtry- 
Bian of ours, who has recefntly arrived here. He 
eame out for the benefit of his health ; and here- he 
is among perfect strangers, ignorant of « the French 
language, his nerves shattered and rendered irritable 
by disease, with no one to care for him, and sinking 
rapidly tinder the power of a disease which is too 
far advanced to be arrested by human skill. Sure I 
am, that if the condition ofiovalids, situated like this 
young man, could be understood by their friends at 
home, they would not be permitted to go abroad 
without some one to watch over a»d care JTor them. 

Sept. 1st. In these European cities, an American 
will be much interested in observing the marked 
contrasts which are everywhere conspicuous. Con- 
trasts of character and condition are perpetually ex- 
hibited, such as be has no opportunity of witnessing 
in his own country. While this remark applies in 
ft greater or less degree to aU the cities we have vi- 
sited on the continent^ it is at the same time true, 
that in Paris there £s little, apparently, of that estretju 
poverty and wretchedness which are so common in 
all the Italian cities. 

But the degradation of females, which we have 
bad so much occasion to deplore in southern Prance 
and in Italy, is not unknown, even in this polished 
metropolis. As I stood at my window this morning, 
looking out upon the street, a woman came along, 
dragging after her a cart, filled with the brush 
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brooms which are used for sweeping the streets. 
She had around her neck and shoulders a leathern 
harness, to which the cart was attached, the weight 
of which bent her nearly double as she pursued her 
toilsome way. 

In our journey from Strasbourg to this city, we 
had passed at least one woman who was employed 
in breaking stones to pieces, to be used in paving 
the road. 1 foolishly thouglit that was the extent 
to which female degradation could be carried ; but 
here, in refined Paris, the metropolis of the most po- 
lite nation upon earth, it is not enough that woman 
performs those laborious duties which are generally 
appropriated to the stroiiger sex; but «ven the 
drudgery of brutes is laid upon her shoulders ! 

Oh, shanae, shame ! To suck cirilization and re- 
finement may my happy country long be a stranger ! 

2d. Spent the morning at the Louvre. It is a 
noble structure, and contains a large collection of 
paintings and statuary. But when one has seen the 
princely collections which adorn. the Vatican and 
the Borghese palace at Rome, the Royal Gallery 
and the Pitti palace at Florence, he had better be sa- 
tisfied. All that he is likely to meet with afterwards 
will probably disappoint rather than gratify him. 

I inquired of a gentleman with whom I was con- 
versing at the Louvre if they had mtoy paintings of 
the old masters there? "Oh yes," be replied, 'ia 
great many ; we have aU the best of themJ^ Alas ! 

10* 
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for the perversity of my taste ! I looked again and 
again for paintings like the Transfiguration and the 
Deposition from the Cross by Raphael — the Sibyl by 
Guido — and a hundred others which we had seen 
and admired in Italy ; but I looked in vain. 

This immense gallery, about fourteen hundred feet 
in length, contains some three or four thousand pic- 
tures ; and, though they may not possess the high- 
est degree of merit, their number and variety alone 
would render the place worthy of a visit. The 
Louvre has no slight pretension to arehitectural 
beauty. 

it is built in the form of a hollow square, and in- 
closes a court sixteen hundred feet in circumference. 
It has much to boast on the score of location, being 
situated on the north bank of the Seine, and con- 
nected with the palace of the Tm'Ueries by the pic- 
ture gallery I have mentioned. 

The garden of the Tuilleries is gay with flowers. 
Dahlias, roses, &c. display their beauties on every 
side ; and yet the grounds begin to assume the ap- 
pearance of autumn. The leaves are changing and 
falling from the trees, and the whole aspect of the 
place reminds one that '-the summer is passed." 

4th. Attended church this morning in the Rue 
Taitbout. The pulpit was occupied by a French 
Protestant ; and, as he spoke very deliberately and 
distinctly, I was gratified to find that I could un* 
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derstand him much better than I bad prerioDsly ex« 
pectedr 

His manner was earnest and affectionate ; and his 
sermon, so far as I could judge, was thoroughly evan- 
gelical. The subject was Redemption through the 
sacrifice of Christ. The chapel was well filled, and 
the audience appeared attentive and devout. One 
thing I have remarked wherever I have attended 
church in this, gay city — whether in the pompous 
cathedral or the lowly Protestant chapel } and that is, 
the extreme simplicity of dress which universally 
prevails. 

There is evidently no wish to attract attention by 
the display of rich or showy apparel. The ladies 
wear no ornaments ; seldom, indeed, so much as a 
silk dress ; but content themselves with plain chintz 
or gingham. 

If there is any one place where the ^adorning of 
gold and costly apparel " is peculiarly inappropriate, 
it is surely the house of God ; and the pious women 
here show their good sense, as well as devotion, by 
dispensing with the use of it. 

.6th. Have had the pleasure of seeing at our 
rooms to-day several of our American friends. 
Among them was Mr. C, our fellow-passenger in the 
Francois 1st ; he brought us a file of American pa- 
pers, and with the double pleasure of conversing in 
our own language and reading our own newspaper^ 
we felt quite at home again. If any thing was want- 
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ing to complete the illusion, it was that Mademoi- 
seille P. should play and sing in English the sweet 
song, "Home, sweet Home;" and this she has just 
done. That is a melody which goes . ta the heart 
wherever it is heard ; its effect is not diminished by 
being warbled m a foreign land. 

Music is highly appreciated, and much cultivated . 
among the French. The best Italian singers are to 
be found here, for the good reason that they are bet- 
ter paid than in their own country. 

The French attach great importance to accom- 
plishments, and spare no pains or expense in giving 
their children an accomplished education. 

Mademoiselle P., the adopted daughter of our 
landlady, is a charming girl of eighteen. Her man- 
ners are characterized by the most perfect simplicity^ 
or, to use a still more expressive term, by all thai 
naivete which is the greatest charm of French 
women. She speaks our language tolerably well, 
and plays and sings delightfully. For the last two 
years she has attended a drawing-school, where two 
hundred young ladies are taught by competent mas- 
ters at the expense of government. At the annual 
examinations, persons of the highest rank in the 
kingdom attetld ; and the prizes awarded to the suc- 
cessful competitors are presented by the hand of the 
king. Our fair friend was so happy as to obtain one 
the last year ; and as the examination of the present 
year is drawing nigh, she has been hard at work for 
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several weeks to finish a piece which shall entitle her 
to the same distincticMi. 

She goes to school at eight in the morning, and re« 
mains till 6 P. M ; and though she certainly makes 
rapid proficiency in drawing, her extreme paleness 
and languor awaken the fear that it is at the expense 
of what is infinitely more valuable; health. 

But though this young lady has won our hearts 
by the unvarying sweetness of her temper^ and her 
kind and affectionate manners ; and though she may 
with strict propriety be called an accomplished wo- 
man ; we, as Americans, are constrained to feel that 
in one respect her education has been sadly neglect* 
ed. She is not only an entire stranger to all the du- 
ties ot house-keeping, but is equally ignorant of the 
usfQ of the needle. An initiation into these domestic 
arts may not, perhaps, be so iirportant in France as it 
is in a state of society like that which prevails in our 
country; still, I apprehend this kind (^knowledge 
is not to be despised by wives Imd mothers in what* 
evet part of the world they may chance to reside. 

8th. Dined, and spent a delightful evening with 
our friends; Mr. and Mrs. D. They have a charm- 
ing family of children ; the eldest daughter, a little 
girl of seven, plays the piano very well, and her 
younger sister, has commenced her niusic lessons. 

The dwelling-houses in Paris are usually five <Mr 
nx stories in height, each etage being occupied by a 
separate family. There are no doora in front, but a 
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large bani4ooking gate opens into a little court; 
passing through this, you come to the eanciergerief 
or porter's lodge. Here you learn whether Madame 
is chez elle, and mount, as the case may be, *^ au 
deuxieme,^^ " au troisierhe " or " au qiiatrieme." The 
stairs are usually either of stone or of poli:died oak ; 
and the floors of the latter material, or of brick« 
Carpets are very little used in warm weather. Each 
eiage^ of course, contains all the apartments necessa* 
ry for a family-— sleeping rooms, scUon, salle A mart' 
ffer, aiid cuiHne. As the Parisians are under the 
necessity of buying their water as well as wood, 
these articles are brought up to the apartments they 
chance to occupy by the persons who sell them ; so 
that It is not, in reality, so inconrenlent living in a 
third or fourth story as we might at first suppose. 

There are but few handsome streets in Paris. 
Rue Rivoli is beautiful, haying the princely gardens 
of the Tuilleries on one side, and on the other a 
range of the most splendid buildings which this or 
any other metropolis can boast The Boulevards, 
Rue de la Paiz, and a few others, may be denomi- 
nated handsome. As for t^e rest, diey are generally 
very narrow, badly paved, without side- walks, ai^ 
excessively filthy. Were it not for the numerous 
public gardens with which Paris abounds, the ladies 
would scarcely be able to walk at all ; for they, can- 
not do it witb^ comfort, or even with safety, in these 
narrow streets. 
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Idth. We are getting quite out of humor with 
this elimate. Sister and myself sat with our bonnets 
on an hour and a half this morning, waiting for the 
rain to abate, so that we could at least go out in a 
carriage ; but even in this we were disappointed. 
We have had a visit this evening from Dr. P., one of 
our American friends. He has just returned from a 
tour in Swit2erland and Germany, with which he 
was greatly delighted. 

1 1th. Sabbath. Went this morning to Marboeuf 
chapel, where we found a large congregation. An 
excellent sernaon was preached by the rector, Mr. 
Iiovett. It is said there is a striking difference be- 
tween the English and Americans in this city in re^ 
gard to their church-going habits ; the latter being 
the more exemplary of the two. 

We went in the afternoon to the chapel in Rue 
Tailbout, where our conutryman, the Rev. Mr. B., 
preached a very good sermon to a small audience. 

12th. Have been to see the "Arc de Triomphe 
de L'Etoile," which has recently been completed. 
Its position was happily chosen, being an elevated 
spot near the Champs Elps^e, and directly fronting 
the palace of the Tuilleries, at the distance of about 
one mile and a half 

Its design is to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
conquests of the French armies under Buonaparte. 
It was commenced in 1806, under the government 
of Napoleon, and finished under that of Louis Phi* 
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lippe; havinof been ptosecuted during a period of 
thirty years, under four different monarchs. 

Its truly colossal proportions give it an w of mag- 
nificence which probably no other triumphal arch in 
the world can boast. Its height is 152 feet; its 
breadth, 137; and its thickness, t)8. .It. is ornament- 
ed on the four sides with niimerbus basso-relievos, 
representing" the different battles in which the French 
armies were victorious. 

The material which has been employedin this su- 
perb edifice is a white stone, very hard, and suscepti- 
ble of a fine polish. No less than nine diflerent ar- 
chitects have contributed their assistance during the 
progress of this great work, which will doubtless 
stand for ages one of the principal ornaments of the 
city, as well as a proud memorial of the glory of the 
French arms. - 

While speaking of the public monuments which 
adorn this fair city, it would be quite unpardonable 
to pass-over in silence the column of Napoleon in 
the Place Vendome. It is' d&signed to commenlorate 
the campaign of 1805, a memorable year in the life 
of Buonaparte, distinguished by numerous and im- 
portant victories. 

Trajan's Pillar at Rome, which is universally ad- 
mired for its symmetry and beauty, was selected as 
the model of this splendid column. The height is 
one hundred and forty-five feet ; the form of the pe- 
destal is quadrangular, that of the shaft, cylindrical. 
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There is an inner colamn of granite, built with f^reat 
solidity and strength for the purpose of supporiix^ 
the enormous weight of bronze which forms the co- 
vering. This is composed of twelve hundred ptecci 
0{ cannon taken from the Austriaas and Russiana in 
the year referred to ; the weight of the metal is said 
to be not less than three himdred and sixty thousand 
pounds. The surface is exquisitely wrought in has 
relief, presenting to the spectator representations of 
the various battles in which the French acquired 00 
much renown. 

One side of the pedestal bears a I^atin inscription, 
which (as I could not read it) I shall not pretend to 
translate ; the four corners are surmounted by im- 
perial eagles. 

Paris may justly be proud of its public buildings, 
which are said to compare advantageously with those 
of any city in Europe. The Bourse is a beauti- 
ful specimen of architecture. It is built of a hand- 
some white stone ; the portico, which surrounds 
the entire edifice, is supported by forty-eight Doric 
columns. 

When we consider the few julvantages Pans en- 
joys from nature as a place of commerce, it is not e»- 
6y to perceive how she has attained her elevated rank 
among the great cities of the earth. The Seine is 
here but an insignificant and muddjf stream. It is 
crossed by nine bridges within the boiuide of the 
city; and cm the banks of the riref «re erected long 
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ranges of low buildings, which are used as bathing 
houses. 

13th. We shall not leave this city with the most 
agreeable impressions in regard to its climate. When 
we were here in May^ We found a fire absolutely ne- 
cessary to our comfort ; and the streets were con- 
stantly wet in consequence of the frequent rains.^ We 
hoped this. time to have been more fortunate; but 
though we have been here between two and three 
weeks, there have been very few days in which it has 
not rained. As to the temperature, it is as cold as 
we generally have it in October. People tell us- we 
shall find England still worse ; if so, no wonder so 
many of the poor islanders are tempted to commit 
suicide in " gloomy November." 

We find fruits abundant here, but they have not 
die rich, delicious flavor of those of Italy. The sea- 
son has been so cool, that the grapes are said not to 
have attained their usual perfection. 

Sister and myself spent several hours this morn- 
ing in sauntering through the arcades of the Palais 
Royal. What a " vanity fair '' the quaint John^Bun- 
yan would have deemed that place. In the windows 
of the countless shops which occupy the ground- 
floor, almost every object is exhibited which can 
minister enjoyment to the sight and taste. The con- 
ectioners' shops are conspicuous, and the variety of 
shapes into which these ingenious people mould their 
confectionary, seems absolutely infinite. And then 
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every thing is so graceful and fanciful ! It must not 
be supposed that ail the taste of the French woraen 
is monopolised by the marchande de modes and the 
coiffeuse ; a walk through the Palais Royal will con- 
vince the most incredulous that the cuisinier and 
conJUurier possess their full proportion. 

A vast number of these boutiques are occupied by 
jewellers, and the display of jewelry in their immense 
windows is so tempting, that persons who come with 
a purse full of money are very likely to go away 
with it " full of emptiness." Many of the jewels, 
however, are only imitations, and may, of course, be 
bought for a trifle. 

We have had a call, this evening, from Mpns. G. 
W. Lafayette. His family are now at La Grange, 
and he renewed the invitation they had previously 
given us to visit them there. We regret that our 
speedy departure for England compels us to decline 
an invitation which it would give us so much plea- 
sure to accept. Mademoiselle G. Lafayette has en- 
tered into "holy matrimony " since we were here in 
the spring. The daughters of Mons. L. are now 
all married, and we were pleased to hear him say 
that they had followed the ^ American fashion ^ in 
thts important matter. His meaning was, that they 
had been influenced by affection rather than interest; 
though it may be doubted whether he did not do us 
more than justice in calling this the American fash- 
ion. But we profess^ at least, to be governed by in-^ 
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dination ; and thh is more than the Fiench do, Yery 
Ihtle liberty is granted to the young ladies here be- 
fore marriage^ their husbands are selected by their 
parents, and not unffeqaently a young couple are 
betrothed to each other who have never met. The 
daughters seldom think of disobeying tlie conunanda 
of their parents in this matter ; they marry iis a mat- 
ter of course^ and i£ little eonji^al felicity is enjoy- 
ed, there is no disappointment felt, beeaiise it was not 
expected. 

But if tiie deTnoiselle is kept under a close suis 
veiUanosy the Mudame enjoys a proportionable de- 
gree of liberty ; and unless the French women are 
bauiely slandered, tbey are somewhat given, not only 
ta UB€^, but to abuee, this liberty^ 

The great fascination which is usually attributed 
to the French women appears to me ^ consist diie^ 
ly in the perfect grace and elegance of their man- 
ners. As to beauty of f skce,. they cannot be compared 
with our American women ; but they have fine fig- 
uores, and the ease and gracefulness of their carriage 
are ininutahle. Nor are these ehara^eristics pecu- 
liar to those of high rank. I have looked with per- 
fect astonishment at the young blanchisseuse^ as she 
entered the room with a grace which would not have 
discredited a lady bred in the atmosphere of a court,. 

An Americaa friend of mine,,'r^idenl here, speaks 
in high terms of the French servantis, and thinks she 
would be unwilling to return hQin0 vrithput taking 
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tfa^m with her. They are certainly much more at' 
tentive and respectful in their deportment than ours; 
and we are told they are also affectionate and faithful* 

14th. What a passion the Parisiiins have for the 
theatre ! To amuse themselves seems to be the 
grand object of existence. They are light-hearted 
and merry to-day, careless of the evils which to-mor- 
row^may have in store for them. The family in 
which we board all attend the theatre, from the 
grandmother downward, to her little grand-child of- 
seven years old. It excites a feeling of surprise in 
an American to see a child of this age coming in 
from the "spectacle " at eleven o'clock at night ; but 
it is so common a thing here, that it excites no sur- 
prise. No wonder this pleasure-loving people should 
imbibe a strong attachment to this fascinating amuse- 
ment, when they are taken to witness it almost as 
soon as they are out of the nurse's arms. The dra- 
matic corps, who are at present performing at the 
Odeon, is composed entirely of children from about 
seven to twelve years of age ! 

Have been to-day to see some of our American 
friends. Mr. and Mrs. B. and Mrs. T. are on the 
wing for Italy j Mr. W. and his family are also ta- 
king up " the lin« of march " for that land of beauty 
and of song. 

~ 15th. This has been one of those busy, bustling, 

uncomfortable days which occur so frequently in the 

life of a traveller. We have been occupied in ma^ 

11* 
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morrow ; and ia tbe midst of all our confusion have 
received several visits from our kind Paris friends. 

The excellent Mr. W., the warm-hearted Madame 
B. and her amiable son, have been unremitting in 
their attentions to us; and though our acquaintance 
is of recent date^ it will not be without deep regret 
that we shall bid them adieu. 

" How singular is the destiny of the traveller^ 
sowing at every step his affections, his remembrances, 
and his regrets ; he never quits a shore without a 
wish and a hope of shortly returning to those who 
were, a few days before, utter strangers to him. On 
his first arrival, he feels no interest in the land he be- 
holds ; at his departure, he is sensible that eyes and 
hearts follow him from the shore which he is leaving 
far behind him. His eyes are rivetted to the spot 
where he hajs bestowed some share of his affections ; 
hut the winds bear him away to another horizon^ 
where the like scenes or the like impressions will be 
presented to him. To travel is to multiply, by arri- 
val and departure, by pleasures and farewells, those 
impressions which are only afforded at solitary in- 
tervals by the events of a sedentary life ; it is to ex- 
perience over and over again the rarest of those sen- 
sations of our ordinary existence. To take our de* 
parture, is to die, when we quit those distant coun- 
tries to which chance does not lead a traveller more 
than once in his life. To travel, is to sum up a 
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whole existence in a &w years ; it is one of the most 
powerful exertions to which man can subject his 
heart or his mind." 

16th. Our attentive friends, Madame B. and her 
son, were at our lodgings before we had finished our 
breakfast, determined, apparently, to devote themselves 
to us till the last moment of aur stay in Paris. We 
should be ungrateful, indeed, could, we ever forget 
the numerous acts of disinterested kindness we have 
received from this amiable family. 

Whatever the general character of the French 
msLj be, we have had the most gratifying proof that 
some among them at least are capable of the strong-- 
est and most enduring friendship. 
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CHAPTER V. 

/ourney to Boulogne. Buonaparte's pillar. Passaffc to London. 
Custom-house officers. Cathedral of St. Paul's. Thames Tun- 
nel. Westminster Abbey. Different Parks of the Metropolis. 
First impression of London. Meeting with an oM friend. -The 
Adelaide rooms : wonderful microscope. Visit to Mr. V. Smith- 
field. Sunday in Lonidonl ; Foundling Hospital. Regent'ir 
Park. British Museum. Splendid streets in London. Shop- 
ping. Dinner at Mr. P.'s. Ride to Cambridge. Changeable- 
ness of the climate. Visit to some of the colleges. Interview 
with Mrs. W. Ride to Huntingdon. Ignorance of the English 
respecting America. Country between Huntingdon anid Shef- 
field^ 

Precisely at 12 we took our departure in the dili* 
gence for Boulogne. They are so punctual in start- 
ing at the appointed moment, that if a passenger hap- 
pens to be a little tardy, they go off without him. In 
the present instance, a young lady, whose seajt was 
engaged, had not arrived when the clock struck 
twelve ; of course she was left behind. However, 
by dint of rapid driving in a cabriolet, she overtook 
us before we were out of the city ; so that she did not 
finally lose her passage. 

The fine public roads which lead in various di- 
rections from Paris, are rendered exceedingly agree- 
able by being bordered with double rows of fine old 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



129 

trees. In the road to' Boulogne, thU ornamental ap^ 
pendage extends for many leagues. 

The first town we passed after leaving the capital, 
was St. Denis, celebrated chiefly for its fine old ea* 
tbedral, and for being the burial-place of the French 
kings. Independent of these circumstances, it seems 
to possess little to attract the notice of the trayeller» 

About dark reached Beauyais, where we stopped 
to dine. This is a town of an agreeable aspect, con* 
taining a public library of seven or eight Uiousand 
volumes, and a manufactory of tapestry. It is chiefly 
celebrated, howeveir, for being; the birth-place of 
Jane Hackett In 1472, the Duke of Burgundy 
brcHight an army of 80,000 men against this city j 
and at that time this heroine performed sundry acts 
of valor, which have given her considerable celebrity 
in French bislory. A portrait of her is preserved in 
the Hotri de YiUe. 

As we were sitting at dinner, a man entered the 
stUle d numger with a violin under his arm, foU 
lowed by a woman bearing a portable harp. They 
struck up an air, and continued to play one piece 
after another till dinner was nearly concluded. The 
woman then walked round the table to receive the 
offerings which custom, gallantry, or the lore oi 
music, might prompt 4he gentlemen to make. Ap- 
parently the harvest 8i:ie reaped was much more 
than sufficient to^support herself and huri^and till the 
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n6xt diligence should pass, when the same scen^ 
would probably be acted over again. 

17th. At an early hour in the morning, passed 
Abbeville, a fortified town, containing a considerable 
population. Montreuil, where we breakfasted, is 
the only remaining town of any consequence till we 
reach Boulogne. The route from Paris to the last- 
mentioned city is far from interesting. There are 
very few towns of much importance, and the coun*' 
try is neither rich nor picturesque. 

Immense quantities of the sugar beet are raised 
on the extensive plains over which we passed. It 
is well known that the manufacture of this vegetable 
into sugar has become an important branch of busi* 
ness in France. We are told that one-third of the 
sugar consumed in the kingdom is obtained from 
the beet. I am not suflkiently familiar with its pe- 
culiar characteristics to distinguish H from other 
sugar ; I only know that all the loaf sugar we have 
seen upon the continent is extremely white and 
beautiful : not inferior in appearance to our doublew 
refined loaf sugar. 

Measures, I believe, are now in progress for intro* 
ducing the manufacture of beet sugar into the United 
States. 

In this part of France, apples and pears are abun- 
dant ; but the delicious peach is not fouild, noir does 
the vine flourish, as it does in the southern provincesr 
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Generally speaking) the soil seems of a poor quality^ 
and the CJEops are light. 

But though Nature has been less bountiful here 
than in some other parts of the country, the industry 
and enterprise of man more than supply the defi- 
ciency. The litde villages and hamlets scattered 
along the road have a far more cleanly and x^om- 
fortable appearance than those we have seen in any 
other part of France. 

The neat white-washed cottages, grouped together 
in.litlle villages upon this route, are the exact anti- 
podes of those dark, miserable, impure abodes of hu- 
man beings, which constitute the great proportion of 
towns in Burgundy and Lorraine. The people 
here must have borrowed some ideas of comfort from 
their neighbors on the other side of the channel. 

A mile or two before we reached Boulogne, a man 
on horseback rode up to the side of the. diligence, 
and presented the passengers with printed bills, set* 
ting forth the merits of a particular hotel in that city. 
He endeavored to prevail on us to say we would go 
to this house ; and after exerting no small share of 
eloquence in its behalf, he iqde away to rej)ort his 
success to his master* 

Boulogne, which we reached, about 4 P. M^ is 
well built, in an advantageous situation ; and can 
boast of broad, «iry, and clean streets. Indeed, it is 
said to be one of the cleanliest cities in France ; 
stilly an ill-natured person xpight say that this wia 
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not paying it a^reat compliment It has a popula- 
tion of 17,0(K)~not including ^)itr or five thonsand 
English residents. 

This town was at one time taken by the English, 
but was given up a^few years afterwards, for the 
isum of four hundred thousand crowns in gold. 

In 1804, at the time an invasion of England was 
Calked of, a camp, was formed here by Buonaparte ; 
the memory of it has been perpetuated by a lofty 
column, erected at, some distance from the town« 

18th. As we were walking this morning, passed 
in sight of the pillar mentioned above. We asked a 
little boy near us, what pillar it was? "Oh," said 
he, <^ that is Buonaparte's pillar, raised in memory 
of his taking England P ** Then he did take Eng- 
land?" said one of our party. The little fellow 
looked confused, and marched off, perhaps to pro- 
cure further information on this point befoi^ he 
ventured a reply. 

Attended public worship at the Wesleyan chapel, 
where we heard a very excellent sermon in English. 

The Episcopal service was used, a thing I have 
never witnessed in a Methodist church before. 

As we are approaching a Protestant country, w^ 
did hope to have found here a more decent observ- 
ance of the Sabbath than we have lately seen. Bat 
I do not see that this divine institution commands 
more reverence here than in Paris, Rome, or Naples. 
The devotees of pleasure and of Mammon are alike 
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eager in the pursuit of their differeut objects ; while 
the^command, " Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy," ia either unknown, or wantonly disregarded. 

19th« At 6 o'clock this morning we bade adieu 
to the Continent^ where we have spent five interest- 
ing months, and embarked on board the steamboat 
for London. The boat was not one of those " float- 
ing palaces" which are so numerous upon our waters ; 
it was, in truth, but a sorry affair ; yet, indifferent as 
the accommodations were, it was crowded to a most 
uncomfortable degree with passengers. 

We had not been under-way more than an hour 
or two, before we were reminded, by certain infal- 
lible signsj that we were actually at sea. Th« 
Emerald was. not provided with the. luxury of berths, 
but setteea and chairs were compelled to do duty as 
substitutes; and when these failed, the sufferers 
were fain to stretch themselves along the floor of the 
cabin or the deck, wherever a vacant spot of sufll- 
cient dimensions could be found. It is said that 
persons are much more liable to sickness in crossing 
the little channels which surround England, than 
when they are fairly out upon the ocean, where the 
swell is much greater. 

V After crossing the channel, and entering the river 
Thames, the motion of the boat was so much dimi- 
nished, that we could begin to look about us and 
enjoy the scene. The fields of " Merry England" 
are still green, and looked very pleasant as we sailed 

YoL. 11. 12 
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up the riFer. For miles before we reached London, 
the air of bustle and actitrity everywhere visiblei 
procliximed that we were approaching the cprijraer- 
cial capital of the world. Immense quantities of 
shipping were lying in the river, while boats, of every 
81256 and form, were continHaliy passing us in differ- 
ent directions. 

The Hospital for old and disabled seamen at 
Greenwich makes a splendid appearance as seen 
from the water. An English gentleman on board 
related to us an anecdote, in connection with a little 
account of this^ establishment^ which amused us,, 
while at the same time it illustrated what I believe 
to be a universal trait in human nature. 

The accommodations in this hospital are very su- 
perior ; to use the expression of the Englishman, 
'■the sailors live like princes." Some one was con- 
gratulating an old sailor on having such a home 
provided for him when he was no longer able to 
support himself. " Oh yes," said the son of Neptune, 
*<it is all very well, but there is a great sameness." 

Reached the wharf about 6 o^clock. As the lug- 
gage must go to the custom-house for examination, 
we were obliged to leave it on board all night. An 
officer of the customs stood ready to examine the 
ladies' baskets and small packages, which the pas- 
sengers wished to take ashore with them. I carried 
in my hand a small parcel, which the aforesaid gen* 
tlemuii requested pernjission to inspect. I assured 
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him it was only my journal, which really was not 
worth looking at. " Oh, very well," said he with a 
good-humored sixj^ile, and allowed roe to pass. These 
English ^ officers have the reputation of being very 
rigorous in the discharge of their duties; and not 
only are trunks and carpet-bags subjected to a rig^d 
scrutiny, but sometimes even the persons of those 
whom they suspect of dealing, in contraband articles. 

A few months since an acquaintance of mine, a 
young American lady, landed here from France. 
She had, in a small basket on her arm, a pair of ear- 
rings, which she had worn repeatedly, and had re- 
cently taken out of her ears because they made 
them sore. The jewels did not escape. the inquisi- 
tion of the officer, and though the lady frankly 
stated to him the fact| she was compelled to pay duty 
on them. 

It is said, (though I certainly shall not vouch for 
the truth of such soa^dal^) that the under-sleeves of 
ladies are sometimes ripped open, to see whether the 
foundation may not be composed of linen cambric, 
French laces, ^et cetera; and that they are occasion- 
ally require to uncoifxheu hair, lest, peradventure, 
emeralds, diamonds, or turquoises may be concealed 
beneath its plaits. If such severity ever is exercised, 
it is doubtless in caiies where there is strong groiuid 
for suspectinor an attempt to evade the law. 

A hackney-coach brought us to Mr. B.'s in Re- 
gent Square. This is an American family, who have 
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resided in London for the last fifteen years. Their 
house had been recommended to us^ as one which 
we shoutd find in every respect admirable, and we 
are gratified to find that they can accommodate ns. 

20th. Sister and myself took a little stroll by our- 
selves, while my brother was occupied in getting 
our luggage through the custom-house. We are 
very near the church in which the celebrated and 
eccentric Mr. Irving formerly preached. This part 
of the town is quite new, having been built up, if i 
mistake not, within the last four or five years. The 
houses are chiefly of brick of a reddjsh-brbwn color.. 
The streets are broad, well-paved, and provided with 
fine side-walks. If I may judge by the bird's-eye 
view, which is all I have yet had, London is abun- 
dantly supplied with those public squares and gar- 
dens which we found so much occasion to admiie 
in Paris. 

Regent Square contains perhaps two acres of 
ground, tastefully laid out, and planted with shrubs, 
trees, and flowers. Gravel- walks are made through 
it, so that it is a pleasant promenade. It is surrounded 
on every side by ranges of dwelling-houses. Each 
family occupying these houses, by paying a small 
sum annually, is furniished with a key to the Squwre, 
and has the liberty of walking or sending his child- 
ren there to play whenever they please. 

There are, I am told, hundreds of other Squares 
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in this city, laid oiit.on the same plan, and used for 
the same purposes. 

To those who have always resided in the country, 
there will, perhaps, be something ridiculous in the 
idea oi paying for the privilege of looking at green 
grass and breathing fresh air. But if I were doomed 
to live in the atmosphere of a densely peopled city 
like London, I really know of no luxury that I 
should pay for more willingly. 

21st. Following in. the beaten track, we com- 
menced our examination of the lions of London by 
a visit to St. Paul's. It is much to be regretted that 
this truly magnificent cathedral should be so unfor- 
tunately situated that it can from no one point be 
seen to advantage. There is much to admire in the 
architecture, and the car/^erior of the building certainly 
possesses great beauty ;. yet ta pretend to compare 
it with St. Peer's. at^Bome, I can regard only as an 
amusing instance of English vanity. Ail the splen- 
dor which the latter derives from its profusioa of 
ornament,, is wanting here ; yet in its general effect, 
St, Paul's is grand and imposing. 

It is adorned by many handsome monuments, 
erected in honor of those distinguished public cha- 
racters which England has from time to time pro- 
duced. Among others I noticed those of Dr. John-, 
son. Sir William Jones, Nelson, Lord Gornwallis^^ 
Sir John Moore, and many others, equally celebrated 
as scholars, generals, and statesmen. We were ^ 
12* 
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the church at the hour for morning prayer, and had 
an opportunity of hearing the powerful organ as its 
tones reverberated through the Spacious building. 
We wished' to go to the top of the dome, for the sake 
of the view which is there presented of the city ; but 
as we could not be permitted to do this till service 
was over, we grew weary of waiting, and gave it up. 

St. Paul's is buik of the Portland stCFne ; very lit- 
tle marble is to be seeuj even in. the interior. In the 
neatness of its general appearance, it is very inferior 
to St. Peter's. The latter seemed always as clean 
as a drawing-room ; no cobwebs or dust were ever 
visible upon its ornaments. Biit in St. Paul's, every 
thing looks smoky and dingy ; and' ihe statuary is 
enveloped in dust. In the keeping of their churches^ 
the two nations would seem to have exchanged cha- 
racters, the English being as proverbial for neatness 
as the Italians stre for the want of it. From the 
state of the atmosphere here, I suppose it is impos- 
sible to preserve any thiiig uninjured by the stnoke ; 
but the dust might at least be brushed off occasionally. 

The next object which attracted our attention was 
the Thames Tunnel. This magnificent work, of 
which the English may well be proud, was com- 
menced about twelve years since, and prosecuted to 
some extent. In the year 1827, and again in '28, 
the river broke in and filled the Tunnel, occasioning 
the apprehension that the work must be abandoned. 
The operations were, indeed, suspended during a pe* 
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nod of seven years ; but they have lately recom- 
-^menced under the most favorable auspices. Between 
six and seven hundred feet of the Tunnel, (which is 
more than half its contemplated length,) are already 
completed. This gigantic work will probably re- 
main for ages a noble monument of English inge- 
nuity and energy. When finished, a safe and com- 
modious carriage-road will be opened between the 
opposite sides of the river, while at the same time 
the navigation will be unimpeded. Fop myself, 
however, I must confess I have no fondness for pass- 
ing through these lamp-lighted passages under any 
circumstances ; and the fact, that a^ broad, deep river 
was rolling above, would not tend to render one of 
them more agreeable. 

We walked from the Tunnel home, a distance of 
about four milee. I felt myself almost at home as I 
passed through different streets bearing the names of 
"Cheapside,'^ "Ludgate Hill," "High Holborn," 
" Gray's Inn Lane," <kc. ; names which have been 
" familiar as household word» " since my childhood. 

The shops in this city are very showy and magni- 
ficent. The jewelry is, in my humble opinion, infi- 
nite4y handsomer than that of Paris ; and many of 
the fancy shops make a spliendid appearance. 

Among the novelties of this immense metropolis, 
I observe a kind of carriage which I have not seen 
elsewhere. It is called a cab, drawn by one horse, 
and constructed much like our chaise, except that 
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on the right haod a seat is made aut^ide^ for the 
driver. 

22d. Mrs. B. was kind enough to offer her ser- 
vices to-day as cAa/)6fone,,and under her guidance 
we sallied forth directly after breakfast. We went 
first to Westminster Abbey, which we find one of - 
the m<^st venerable and imposing objects we have 
seen in our travels. 

It was built by Edward the Confessor nearly one 
thousand years since, and was aiteiwards rebuilt hj 
Henry IIL The edifice itself has no slight pret^cb- 
sions to architectural beauty and grandeur; but, ich 
depeitdent of these attractions, the associations coo- 
nected with it impart to this venerable pile a deep 
and thrilling interest. 

It is here that the ceremony of the coronation is 
always performed. We saw the chairs in which the 
king and queen are seated on these occasions ; they 
are said to be noore than six hundred years old. Un- 
derneath that of the king is a large stone, brought 
from Scoon in Scotland, in the time of Edward I. 
Previous to this the king$ of Scotland were always 
crownW standing upon this stone ; and ever since 
that time it has remained under this chair in the Ahkey- 

Among the various chapels, distinguished by dif- 
ferent names,, that of Henry VII. is remarkable for 
its beautiful fretted ceiling of stone.. 

It is well known that this ancient edifice is the bur 
rial-place of England's mightiest dead. 
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In the compartment denominated "The Poet^s 
Corner," I read many names whieh will descend with 
st!ll increasing lustre to distant generations. Here 
Chancer was interred, but ; time has rendered the in*- 
scription on his n^onument quite illegible. Here was 
the tomb of Shakspeare, and there the slab bearing 
the inscription, "O rare Ben Johnson." Milton, 
Addison, Gray, Thomson, Garrick, Handel, and a 
host of others, who were giants in literature, are 
grouped together in silent companionship in this 
their last resting-place. - 

In another division of the building lie the renaains 
of maay of the greatest orators and statesmen the 
kingdom has ever produced. The names of Pitt, 
©rattan, Wilberforce, Fox, and Cha»ning — ^names 
associated with all that is profound in policy, power* 
ful in eloquence, or lovely in philanthropy, will read 
many a touching lesson to the moralist who comes 
here to muse over the remains of departed greatness. 

In other apartments were deposited the bodies of 
great nuipbers of generals, admirals, and other pub* 
lie characters, distinguished for their different ser- 
vic;^.- A monument was erected here, not many 
years since, to the memory of the u>nfortunate Major 
Andre. 

Here, too, have been interred for ages the mortal 
remains of the monarchs of England. Seybert, the 
last of the Saxon kings, occupies a corner in one of 
il^id cha^Is. Elizabeth and her sister Mary are ly* 
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ing Side by side in another ; while Dot far distant re- 
poses Elizabeth's beautiful and unfortanate riyal, Ma* 
ry. Queen of Scots. George II. was the last sove- 
reign interred here, the two succeeding kings having 
been buried at Windsor. 

After leaving the Abbey, vye spent several hours in 
walking through the elegant parks with which the 
" West End "abounds. Passed^' Buckingham House/' 
one of the royal palaces, charmingly situated in the . 
immediate vicinity of Green Park, Queen's Garden, 
and Hyde Park. These are all beautiful promenades, 
and, notwithstanding the lateness of the season, the 
foliage is as verdant as if it were but May. 

Hyde Park and St. James's Park are the favor- 
ite drive of the Londoners ; but thqse places are 
very quiet now, as *^ the season " is over, and all the. 
fashionables have left town. 

It seems to me like reversing the order af nature, 
to remain in a crowded city during all the heat of 
summer, and to exchange a town life for the coun- 
try-seat, just as the bloom and beauty of the country 
are beginning to fade. However, I am aware that 
an English winter is essentially diflferent from our». 
The grass retains its verdure> and even roses conti- 
nue to bloom in the open air throughout the winter. 

On our return home, called at the Pantheon and 
Soho Bazar. These are large buildings, devoted to 
the sale of fancy goods ; they are showy places, a» 
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alrtiost every variety which caii be thought of is here 
displayed. 

London, so far as we have yet seen it, is exceed- 
ingly agreeable from the air of neatness and comfort 
which pervades it. The streets are incomparably 
superior to the great proportion of streets in Paris, 
being broad, dry, clean, and extremely well paved. 
The houses are built with moro uniformity, and the 
private dwellings are handsomer ; though the public 
buildings ate said to be inferior to those of the French 
capital. 

The public gardens here are kept with great neat- 
ness, and notwithstanding the lateness of the season, 
they still look very tenjpiing. 

A lofty monument to the Dnke of York embellish- 
es Waterloo Place ; and another has been erected to 
Lord Wellington in Hyde Park. • 

Came home between 5 and 6 P. M. excessively fa- 
tigued, as may naturally be supposed, having walked 
some ten or twelve miles. In the evening, Mr. L., 
an old and intimate friend from America, came to see 
us. It was only within a day or two we had heard 
of his being in Europe : and this unexpected meeting 
was, I believe, equally gratifying to all parties. 

34th. Left home immediately after breakfast, and 
went, first, to the British Museum ; but, though we 
were furnished with a ticket by our kind friend Mr. 
v., we could not gain Admission. Any other day 
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but Saturday, we were told we might come^ but on 
that day they never admit company. 

We then strolled into Portland Place, one df those 
broad and beautiful streets with which this part of 
the metropolis abounds. It is lined with those splen- 
did private dwellings which might well be denomi- 
nated palaces ; and termmated at one end by one of 
those squares which contribute at the same time to 
utility and beauty. 

As we were walking here, we met, very unexpect. 
edly, our countryman, Prof C. He had arrived in 
London the same day with ourselves, and will leave 
very shortly for the continent 

Regent Street is another splendid ornament to this 
part of the capital. The buildings are fine, and the 
shops are truly magnificent. Tliis is at present one 
of the most fashionable streets in London* 

We spent several hours at the *' Adelaide Rooms," 
an establishment where the mechanical sciences are 
illustrated. It is under the direction of our worthy 
and distinguished countryman. Col. Perkins ; and it 
is said there is no place in London where so much 
useful knowledge may be acquired at so small an ex- 
pense as here. 

We witnessed the operation of the steam-gun, (an 
invention, if I mistake not, of Col. P.,) which dis- 
charges some thousands of balls in four seconds. 

The gallery is adorned with a great number of 
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beautiful models of architecture ; that of the Parthe- 
non at Athens is above all praise. 

A self-playing piano is one of the wonders of this 
curious collection; and though no earthly hands 
were visible in the production of that <^ concord of 
sweet sounds " which proceeded from the instrumeal^ 
all agreed that it '< discoursed most excellent music." 

But the greatest curiosity which is here exhibited, 
is the microscope: It is of great power, magnifying, 
I think, . fifteen millions of times. It seemed abso- 
lutely like playing with bur credulity when the g^i^ 
tleman who exhibited it showed us all the wonders 
contained in a singly drop of water. One little in- 
sect, I forget what — but it was so small that a shilling 
would cover it — measured, as seen through this mi- 
croscope, /or/y/ee/ in length. 

Dined and spent the evening most agreeably at the 
house of Mr. Y. This gentleman is a brother of Mr, 
y. of Philadelphia, and is distinguished by all the 
hospitality, kindness, and.url)anity, which have made 
the latter so universally beloved. Though our host 
has attained the age of fourscore, he possesses all the 
cheerfulness, and nearly the activity^ of a man of 
forty. 

Mr. Y., though apparently a great admirer of the 
iemale character, has lived a bachelor. Sister and 
myself were the only ladies at table ; and witii the 
exception of Mr. Y. and hi^ ne{^ew, the party was 
exclusively American* 

ToL. IL 13 
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After dinner, a large collection of prints, drawings, 
&c. was exhibited for oilr amusement. Among the 
rest, Mr. T, showed u^ a small but exquisite minia- 
ture of the late lamented Princess Charlotte. It was 
handsomely set, and preserved, apparently, as one of 
his most valued treasures. 

The young Princess Victoria is spdjcen of among 
the English as a "fine, healthy, buxom lassie" — 
possessing a fund of good-uature and amiable dispo- 
sitions ; but not distinguished for talent like the 
daughter of George IV. 

The house of Mr. V. is in a part of the city dis- 
tant from our lodgings, and in our ride to it we pass- 
ed a place famous in the annals of martyrdom. This 
was Smithfield, Jthe spot where so many holy men 
suffered during the reign of the " bloody Mary," It 
is now used as a cattle market.^ 

25th. Sunday. Attended church at Bedford 
Row, in the chapel where the celebrated Cecil for- 
merly preached, and more recently the Rev. D. Wil- 
son, now bishop of Calcutta. The pulpit is now 
supplied by tb« Rev. Baptist Noel, distinguished for 
his zeal and devotion to his spiritual labors. 

The chapel, which is very large, was filled with 
an immense congregation ; we have seen no assem- 
blage in any Protastant church in Europe to be 
compared with it. Mr. N. preached a plain, simple, 
and truly evangelical sermon, which was listened to 
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\rith the most devout attention by his numerous au- 
dience. 

The large galleries of the churbh were filled al- 
most exclusively by children from different Charity 
and Sunday schools. Mr. B. told us that the num- 
ber of children who regularly attend that church ia 
not less than four hundred. 

As we were returning from church, Mrs. B. took 
us to the Foundling Hospital, where visitors are per- 
mitted to go on Sunday and see the children dine. 
We went first into the girls' dining-room and a de- 
lightful sight it was to see about one hundred little 
girls, between the ages of three and thirteen, seated 
at a long table, enjoying their comfortable repast. 

They were dressed in a uniform, of a brown stuff 
dress, and neat white cambric cap ; and the little 
things appeared so clean, rosy, and happy, that it was 
quite a- pleasure to look at them. 

Their food was plain and wholesome^ and they 
evidently enjoyed it highly; though at the. same 
time they behaved with the most perfect decorum. 
We went afterwards into the boys' dining-room. 
Here we found about sjx equal number of boys, and 
witnessed a similar scene. The buildings are spa^- 
cious, and, connected with them, are aniple and de- 
lightful play-grouiids for the children. 

This truly benevolent establishment is supported 
by voluntary contributions. Belonging to it is a 
i)hapel, where religious service is regularly perform* 
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ed twice on the Sabbath. The children are received 
at the earliest age, and, after being fed, clothed^ iand 
ioatnicted till thejr aze foarteen,^ are put out to learn 
a trade or go to service. 

26ih. Have just returned from- the Zoological 
Gardens in Regent's Park, to which we were con- 
ducted by our attentive friend, the younger Mr. V.. 
They are very extensive ; and although it is only nine 
years since the Zoological Society commenced its 
operations, they, have been prosecuted \yith so much 
vigor that this is now one of the most interesting^ 
places a stranger can risit in London. 

Among a great variety of the most splendid flow- 
ers, the Dahlias stand preeminent. They are longer 
and handsomer than I have ever seen elsewhere ; 
and one of the gardeners assured me that ot this- 
iower alone they had six hundred varieties. The 
grounds are kept in the finest order possible, the 
walks being swept every day. 

There is a large and valuable collection df bird» 
and animals from different parts of the world. Among 
the latter are four Girafi^ from Egypt ; they are quite 
young however, and haTo not yet attained their 
growth. I saw several animals from my Own coun-^ 
try; among them a white Polar bear^ 

A large Indian elephant, desirous, as it appeared, 
of makmg the acquaintance of a pretty girl, who was 
standing near the bars of his cage, caught hold of 
ber dress and began to wind it up in bis trunks Foi«^ 
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tanately the keeper succeeded in disengaging it,, and 
releasing the affrighted lair one with no other injury 
than soiling and slightly tearing her dresSr . . 

The habitations of those animals which come from 
a ^arm climate are provided with stoves, by means 
<rf which they are rendered warm and comfortable 
during the winter. 

Among the birds tire many which are very splen- 
did, particularly those from the East Indies and South 
Anaerica, I saw here, for the first time, the black swan. 

I do not know the extent of the grounds occupied 
by the Sopiety, but it must be many..acres. It is no 
slight advantage for a city like London to have a re- 
sort like this, where the inhabitants may go during 
the heat of summer, and while away a day so agree- 
ably^ and yet sq profitably. 

Mr. T. informed us, that through the months of 
June and July there were frequently four or five 
thousand persons there in a day. ; 

As the price of admission is one shilling each, the 
receipts of the Society are not trifling. 

We went, next, to the British Museum, where there 
is much to, be seen interesting to the lover of natural 
history and the arts. 

Several rooms are filled with ancient sculpture, 
much of which purports to be Grecian, The cabi- 
net of minerals is large and very valuable, embrac- 
ing choice specimens of gold and silver ore, and 
many of the precious stones, 
13* 
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There is also a large collection of ancient coins of 
ercry age, from the time of. William the Oonqueror 
downward. 

Several rooms are filled with animals, birds, rep- 
tiles, fishes, and insects, In fine preservation. 

This Museum contains a library of two hundred 
and fifty thousand volumes. This includes the libra- 
ry of his late majesty, George III., which contained 
eighty thousand volumes, and was generously pre- 
sented to the Museum by his successcnr. A spacious 
room has been built expressly for this library ; the 
books are elegantly bound, and arranged with much 
taste. 

One apartment has been fitted up as a public read- 
ing-room ; and if we may judge by the number as- 
sembled in it while we were there, it is a £ftvorite 
resort. 

After returning from the Museum, took along walk 
with Mrs. B. She conducted me to the shop of 
James and Ca, one of the mosi splendid establish- 
ments in the metropolis for the sale of jewelry and 
other fancy articles. Although one is expected to 
pay something more here than he would be taxed 
elsewhere for the same article, yet he should not 
complain ; it is worth something only to look at so 
large an assortment of rich and beautiful articles. 

The same neatness and order are observable in the 
shops here which are said to cbaractierise the house- 
keeping of the English. The counter is never seen 
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coTiered with a heterogeneous assemblage of muslins, 
calicoes, silks, shawls, ribbons, et cetera ; one article 
is ^ways returned to its place before another is pro- 
duced ; and though this practice may sometimes de- 
tain the customer a little longer, its tendency is evi- 
dently to promote the comfort of the clerks as well 
as to preserve the goods from injury. 

In Paris, although the announcement '< prix fix6 '^ 
wasoften prominently displayed in the shop windows,^ 
«ir friends, who were initiated in the ways of the mer- 
chants, assured us that they had no established price^ 
linddid not expect the aiQountthey demanded for an 
article. To cheapen^ was considered as a thing of 
course on the part of the customer ; and if he didf 
not attempt it, the Parisian shopkeeper would set him 
down as very unpractised in the arts of trade. 

Here, on the coatrary^ the merchants have in reality 
B. fixed pricey from which ^ey rarely abate ; and an 
attempt to cheapen would probably expose the cus- 
tomer to be treated with insolence by the clerks. 

Very little display of dress is made by the ladies 
in the streets of London. Although the English la- 
dies are scud to dress magnificently at their dinners 
and drawing-rooms, they reserve their ornaments 
and splendid apparel for those occasions, and do not 
display them ostentatiously in the streets. 

I could wish that their practice, in this respect, 
might be imitated by my countrywomen. Although 
beneficial in many ways, I should regard it as chief- 
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glish ladies, when going out to walk, put on substan- 
tial thick, solid shoes ; and if the streets are wet, pat-' 
tens ; while they wrap their persons in shawls, or, if 
the weather is cold, in warm fur capes. 

That the care which they take of their health is 
not unavailing', their plump, round figures and ruddy 
complexions abundantly testify. They retain their 
beauty to a much later period, also, than our Ame- 
rican fair ones. An English woman is hardly reck- 
oned past the prime of her beauty at thirty-five ; 
while an American lady of the same age is consi* 
dered quite ^a55<?. 

Probably the Humidity and equable temperature of 
the climate have some influence in preserving their 
bloom and beauty; and something, too, I imagine, is 
attributable to their habit of taking much active ex- 
ercise in the open air. The English ladies are great 
walkers, nothing being more common than for them 
to walk ten or twelve miles per day. 

I believe some of them really suspect us of aflfec- 
tation when they hear us complain of being fatigued 
by a walk of five or six miles. 

27th. As we are to leave London to-morrow, we 
have been fully occupied to-day in returning visits 
and making preparations for our departure. 

Our friends, Mr. and Mrs. A., who have been in the 
country several weeks, have just returned, and they 
called this morning to see us. Mrs. A, is a creditar- 
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ble specimen of the females of our country, ftfid re« 
presents them honorably in the British metropolis. 
We promised to call and ssee her at her own house, 
provided we can get through with our other engage- 
ments. 

Dined with a Tery pleasant party at the house of 
our friend, Mr. P. Sat down to dinner at seven P. 
M. and rose about nine. The English drink much 
more wine at dinner than their neighbors^ the French, 
Every gentleman at table seems to think it incum- 
bent on hijn to ask every lady to take wine with him ; 
whereas, in France, this practice is by no means uni- 
versal. The pears and plums, which helped to make 
up the dessert, we found of a very superior quality ; 
but the peaches were entirely destitute of that rich, 
delicious flavor which they have in our middle 
States. So rare are4hey in England, that they are 
often sold in the London market at siicpence (eleven 
^nts) each. At ten o'clock took our leave, and went 
to call on Mrs. A. ; found her pleasantly situated, and 
spent an agreeable hour in discussing various mat- 
ters relative to our own dear land. 

Mr. A. complained Intterly of the practice now 
very common among the Americans who travel in 
Europe. He says, when they land at Havre and 
make the tour of France and Italy first, their curio- 
sity is satiated by the time they get to England, and 
they think there is nothing there worth seeing. 

This ia far from being oar own opinion \ and 
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though we have not slept away the time since wer 
arrired in London, we are aware that we shall leave 
many objects of interest unvisited. We have, per- 
haps, seen quite as mach as could be expected in so 
short a period ; our friends have been exceedingly 
kind in affording us facilities for seeing what they 
supposed would interest us ; and through their inf u- 
ence, we have gained access to some places which 
are not open to the public at present. 

Nothing has occurred to mar the pleasure of our 
visit here, and we leave this mighty metropolis with 
the warmest prepossessions in its favor. We have 
been so situated, that very little of the misery whieh 
must necessarily exist among a population of one 
million and a half has fallen under our observa- 
tion. Those parts of the city with which we have 
been most familiar, are remarkably well built ; and 
the general aspect of the place, so far as we have 
seen it, naturally suggests ideas of comfort and opi»» 
lenee. Americans generally, I believe, give Parii* 
the preference ; and to those whose principal object 
is amusementy the latter city may be the most desi- 
rable. But it seems to me, that among the middling 
classes, eomfort is much better understood in Lon- 
don than in the French capitaL 

The police of this great city is probably equal, if 
not superior, to any other in the world. The officers^ 
whose duty it is to preserve order by day as well as 
nighty are selected from a respectable portion of so^ 
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ciety ; they wear a unifarin, designating their voca- 
tion, and are well paid for their services. They 
maybe seen patrolling the streets at all hours; and 
80 vigilant are they, that it is no easy matter for^n 
offender against the laws to escape detection. It is 
even said that a lady may walk out alone gf an eve- 
ning in any part of the city with very little danger 
of insult. This fact alone indicates that immense 
numbers of these officers must be employed ; . and, of 
course, the good order and peace of the city are not 
maintained without a heavy tax upon the inhabitants. 

The streets in the neighborhood of our lodgings 
are as still and quiet at night as those of a country 
village. 

A fact, \yhich appears to Us not a little remarkable, 
is, that we have not tseen a fire, or even heard an 
alarm of one, since we left the United States ! How 
long could a stranger remain in any one of our 
large cities without being startled by the ringing of 
fire-bells? Whether fires do ever occur upon the 
Continent, I cannot tell ; probably they do not often, 
as the buildings are almost entirely of brick or stone. 
jEfere, when a building takes fire, the watchmen give 
the alarm; the fire companies assemble with little 
noise, and no one else is allowed to approach the 
scene of conflagration. Consequently, a fire may 
often be extinguished, or, if that is not possible, a 
building may be burnt down, with so little noise, 
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that the citizens generally are entirely ignorant of 
the occurrence. 

28th. At ten this morning took our places on the 
top of^the coach for Cambridge. It was the first 
lime I had mounted to that aerial height ; and no 
assurances could have convinced me for the first 
half hour that I was not in the most imminent dan- 
ger of falling from my "high estate? Fut as I 
really wished to ride outside for the sake of seeing 
the country to better advantage, and as my compa- 
nions seemed perfectly at ease, I was ashamed to 
express ray fears ; and, after a short time, my appre- 
hensions in a great measure subsided. 

The English coaches are, I believe, considered 
models the world over; but so far as merely the 
carriage is concerned, L am rather disappointed in 
them. They are less elegant than I had si^)posed ; 
still, with their handsome, spirited horses, clean bright 
harness, and smart, well-dressed coachman, they are, 
as a Yfimkee would say, " a very respectable con- 
cern." The interior of the coach accommodates but 
four persons, while on the top may usually be found 
twelve, besides the trunks, boxes, and all the heavy 
luggage. 

What prevents their upsetting twenty times in a 
day, is a mystery quite too deep for my phUosophy. 
I suppose, however, the coach keeps its balance 
simply because there is nothing to disturb it. The 
English roads are not inferior to any in the world. 
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" Is there no end to London ?** I was pi^ompted to 
exclain)|. as, mile after milei we pursued our way 
through this crowded mart of nations. It is a pretty 
good test of the strength of one's nerves to ride 
through the business part of the city after nine 
o'clock in the morning. 

Nothing but the practised eye and extreme vigi-. 
lance of the coachman could prevent accidents from 
carriages coming in contact. 

The morning was so uncommpnly line, that wa 
had ventured, even in tbiis changeable climate, to 
predict a fine day. We were soon reminded, how- 
ever, of the fallaiby of hitman judgment, by a copious 
shower, which came driving in oqr faces. As the 
seats on the top of the coach are entirely unsheltered 
from the weather,, cloaks and umbrellas were put ixx 
requisition ; but they formed a poor defence agaiujst 
the violent showers which fell repeatedly during the 
day. 

Our coachman, who was a stanch patriot, and 
very loquacious withal, generally wound up his 
panegyrics on the excellence of the government 
with, "Ah, there's nothing like old England after 
all." Dripping with rain, and shivering with cold, 
we responded, " There's nothing like your English 
climate, that's certain." ^ 

I believe the largest town on our route was St»f' 
ford, famous for its good ale. The small towns and 
villages we passed were pleaffing from the neataess 

ToL. II. 14 
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and even taste, which were everywhere apparent^ 
The houses are universally ornamented with a little 
yard in front, which is filled with flowers ; even the 
humblest cottage is found embowered among roses 
and other ornamental shrubs. 

The foliage of the trees is beginning to assume 
the tints of autumn ; and the hedjges, which in sum- 
mer must be one of the greatest beauties of an En- 
glish landscape, are exchanging their bright verdure 
for a hue 6f brown. We reached Cambridge a little 
before dark, in a condition to appreciate fully the 
well-known comfiwts of an English hotel. 

29th. Went out, soon after breakfast, to visit some 
of the colleges of this ancient seat of learning. As it 
is now vacation, the students are nearly all absent^ 
and various alterations and repairs are going on in 
the buildings, ''so that we did not see them to the 
greatest advantage. 

The colleges composing the University are seven- 
teen in number ; they all have spacious buildings, 
and some new ones, recently finished, are very ele- 
gant. How immensely rich must these institutions 
be, when in St. John's college alone the plate is va- 
lued at two hundred thousand pounds ! 

We saw several of the private rooms in this build- 
ing. Each student has his sitting-room, which is 
neatly, and often tastefully furnished, and a bed- 
room adjoining. They take their breakfast and tea 
in their own rooms, and din^e together in the com- 
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moti halU It is said that a student who practises 
the most rigid economy, cannot live here for* less 
than eight hundred dollars a year ; and the young 
sprigs of nobility, who cpme to th^ University as a 
matter of course or of policy, oftien spend as many 
thousands^ The Library of Trinity College is a 
beautiful room, adoraed with busts of the most ce- 
lebrated English poets and philosophers. - The large 
window of stained glass at the end of the room con- 
tains an allegorical representation of Fame present- 
ing Sir Isaac Newton to George IIL The king is 
represented holding a Imirel wreath, ready to crown 
the great philosopher. The coloring is exceedingly 
rich, and, altogether, the effect of this painting is ex- 
tremely fine. ^ 

The number of books in this library is thirty 
thousand. . 

The Chapel of King's College is magnificent ; in- 
deed, I believe it is considered one of the finest 
rooms of the kind in Europe. It is three hundred 
feet in length ; the roof is of stone, elegantly wrought. 
The inmi^isely large windows, of which there are 
twelve on ea<;h side, are of stained glass ; the one at 
the end of the chapel represents some of the most 
prominent events in the life of our Saviour. This 
chapel was built in the reign of Henry YII. In the 
decorations of the room, wrought in oak, are repre- 
sented the arms of England ; the union of the white 
Md red roses ; crowns, and various other emblems 
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of tegeH power. We ascended to the top of the 
building, from whence there is a splendid tiew. 

The grounds belonging to the University are ex- 
tremely fine. The beauty of the Engliih lawns is 
proverbial, and we had here a good opportunity to 
see what they are. The grass, which is kept as 
short as possible, grows very thick, and is iSner and 
more delicate than I ever saw in our country. 
Long avenues of splendid elms, the branches of 
which meet, and form a perfect arch over-head, give 
inexpressible grade and beauty to the landscape. 

As we rambled by the side of the quiet and gentle 
Cam, we did not forget that gifted yotith, H. K. 
White, who had here so often mused, and sung of 
the lovely scenes by which he was surrounded. A 
small neat monument is here erected to his memory. 

The oldest of the colleges which constitute the 
University, is St. Peter's, or, as it is now called, Pe- 
terhouse.. I believe it was erected not far from the 
year 1200. The number of students who assemble 
here for education has be^n gradually increasing 
for centuries ; in 1830 they amounted to upwards 
of five thousand. At the present time the number 
is still greater, though we could not ascertain pre- 
cisely how many there are. 

It was interesting to reflect how many of thpse 
mighty minds, whose names are the boast and glory 
of England, had here been nurtured and disciplined 
for their bold achievements. 
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"On this spot, perhaps," we thought, "might 
Newton Tiave pursued his philosophical investiga- 
tions, and established some of those great principljes 
which have rendered his hame immortal." And 
here, too, among these classiq groves, so eminently 
dear to his heart, the holy Martyn spent many a 
peaceful hour. Here, perhaps, he first conceived 
the god-like design of laying his talents, his literary 
attainments, and all his earthly expectations at the 
foot of the cross ; and going, in the true spirit of a 
martyr, to distant India, to offer salvation to the pe- 
rishing heathen. 

We inquired f&t the good old Mr. Simeon, who 
was Martyn's clergyman at Cambridge ; and were 
glad to learn, that, though advanced in years, he is 
still in tolerable health, and is greatly venerated for 
his excellent character. 

When we returned to our hotel, found Miss W., 
to whom we had brought a letter, waiting to 
see us. She sat with us half an hour, and we 
then walked out into the suburbs of the town to 
visit her mother. Mrs. W. has nearly reached the 
venerable age of foui:score years ; though evidently 
suffering from various infirmities, she is still cheer- 
ful, and able to enjoy the society of her friends. 
Unwilling that the pleasure she would feel in hear- 
ing from her relatives in America should be deferred 
unnecessarily, my brother had sent to her last eve- 
ning the letters we brought from her sister. The, 
14* 
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servant, on his return, brought a written request from 
Mrs. W. that we would permit our luggage to be 
conveyed to her house, and take up our abode with 
her during our stay in Cambridge. She repeated 
the invitation this mof ning ; but, though it would 
have given us much pleasure to have seen more of 
so agreeable and worthy a family, we were compell- 
ed to decline their hospitality, as we have determin- 
ed to leave Cambridge this evening. 

The door was opened for us by agray-headed, re- 
spectable looking man-servant, dressed in a long- 
waisted coat, small clothes, and white-topped boots. 
He was the very personification of the good En- 
glish servants of the "olden time," when they used 
to grow up and grow old in the service of the same 
family — ^faithful, confidential domestics, having no 
interest separate from those of their employers. We 
have seen the same description of servants in other 
English families ; and I can never look upon them 
without a feeling of respect. Whatever other ad- 
vantages our form of government may possess over 
the British, its tendency is not, I am persuaded, to 
make better serrants. The English domestics are 
respectful without being servile ; and the habit of 
living for years in the same family will, of course, 
lead them to identify their employer's interest with 
their own more than they can possibly do where 
they are constantly changing. 

At two o'clock left Cambridge for Huntingdon. 
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The country is very level in tliis region, and not 
particularly interesting. Reached the place of our 
destination in two hours, and here we stop for the 
night. 

30th. At 10 A. M. tqok~our seats in the coach for 
Newark. We often hear of the extreme ignorance 
of the English respecting America, and this morning 
we have had an amusing illustration of it. An En- 
glishman of respectable appearance, and possessing 
property to a considerable amount, as he informed 
us, was our fellow-passenger. He had conversed 
with some of our party a considerable time without 
discovering that we were not English. At length 
he ascertained, from some remark that was made, that 
we were Americans. " But," said he with an air of 
surprise, "you speak English." It was a mystery 
which the honest man could not solve. After pon- 
dering upon it awhile, he turned to me and said, 
"But are you a nc^tive of America?" 1 replied in 
the affirmative. "And you have. never been in En- 
gland before ?" " No." His astonishment at hear- 
ing this, evidently bordered on incredulity. " But," 
said he, "do all the Americans speak English?" 
Oh yes, we all learii English, and some of us are 
vain enough to believe we speak it better than 
the English do themselves." He paid us the com- 
pliment to say he thought we did. 

His curiosity was now thoroughly awakened, and 
he wished to know whether wc had any lafge towns 
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or cities in America; whether we had any stage- 
coaches'; and whether we paid tithes. On my re- 
plying to the latter question in the negative, he add- 
ed, "Oh, then you have no churches, I suppose!" 
On being assured that we really had churches, but 
that they were supported by voluntary contributions, 
he seemed quite delighted, ^nd said that was the right 
way. 

He was very curious to know whether we had any 
negroes, and what sort of animals they were ; tell- 
ing us he had never seen one. Of course he had 
never heard of the existence of slavery amiong us, 
or, as an Englishman^ he would have taken us to 
task for it. 

Finally, he wished to know whether "we ever had 
any good roast beef^^ in our country? My assur- 
ance that we did sometimes luxuriate upon this ne 
plus ultra of an English dinner, probably went far- 
ther than any thing I had yet said to convince the 
gentlemen that the Americans were not, to all in- 
tents and purposes, savages. 

We Yankees are often laughed at for our inquisi- 
tiveness, or impertinent curiosity ar it is sometimes ' 
called. Be it so. As long as we are characterised 
by this trait, we shall be in less danger, I trust, of 
rendering ourselves ridiculous, by our ignorance. 

A few miles north of Huntingdon passed the little 
town of Stilton, famous for its excellent cheese. We 
were told that very little is made here now, most of 
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whfit is sold under this name coming from other 
places. 

Passed the ancient town of Stamford, near which 
is the beautiful country-seat of the Marquis of Exe- 
ter. This. niAleman is a descendant of Lord Bur- 
leigh, so distinguished in the reign of <3,iieen Eliza- 
beth ; an^ his mansion, known as Burleigh Hall, has 
repeatedly been honored by the presence of her ma- 
jesty. 

The country from Stamford to Newark is pretty, 
judging from the little we could see of it, a hard rain 
compelling us to keep the carriage as close possible. 
Oh, tjiis vile English climate! And yet with all 
this mist, and fog, and rain, these people would fain 
have U9 believe th»e is no country upon earth ^o be 
compared with their own. 

A young lady, who was in the coach with us this 
morning, told us she had two brothers in America, 
but she did not expect ever to visit them, because she 
should not like to leave England long enough ! 

October 1st. As no^ coaches start from Newark, 
the little town where we slept last night, we were 
obliged to take our chance of finding seats in some 
of those which pass through on their way from Lon- 
don to the north. Two or three came in at an early 
hour in the morning, but the inside seats were all ta- 
ken ; no postchaise was to be obtained, and we were 
at length compelled to go on the top of the coach^ 
though it was raining violently^ 
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The English stage-coaches have been, as it seems 
to me, over-much extolled. It is true, they travel 
with great expedition, and so far it is very well. 
But let it be remembered, that while each coach car- 
ries sixteen persons, only four out of that number 
are tolerably accommodated. The ren^ining twelve 
sit upon hard, uncushioned seats, and have no pro- 
tection against the weather, however tempestuous it 
may be. . 

Give me the English roads, and I will be satisfied 
with our coaches, and horses too, though they do not 
travel twelve miles an hour. 

We left the public coach at Bawtry, and went 
from thence in a postchaise to Sheffield. This part 
of the country is pretty, and finely cultivated. The 
immense stacks ^f hay and grain, which the farmers 
construct with so much symmetry, not only indicate 
the fertility of the soil, but they are really an orna- 
ment to the landscape. The gardens are gay with 
flowers. Besides the dahlias, and other autumnal 
flowers, we saw everywhere the, rose-bushes, covered 
with their fragrant blossoms. 
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Arriral at SheflSlcld. The poet Montffomery. Dr. WartllaA*^. 
Missionary sermon by Mr. Hill. SheMeld eelebrated for the 
manufacture of cutlery : visit to the show-room of the Messrs. 
Rogers. Meeting of the Wesley a n Missionary Society j speeches 
of different clergymen. Leave ShefiHeld ibr Liverpool. Differ^ 
ence in the autumnal scenery of England and America. Dreary 
tract of country. Manchester : its present prosperity. Railway 
to Xaverpool. Splendor of the shops in that commercial empo- 
rium. The steatnboat Eagle. Banks of the Clyde. Dumbar- 
ton Castle. Arrival at Glasgow; Introduction to the family of 
Mr. S. Rapid growth of this city. Botanical Gardens. Visit 
from Mr. T. Sunday at Glasgow. Scotch hospitality. Jour« 
ney from Glasgowto Edinburgh. Agreeable fellow-passengert. 

Oct. 1st. We reached Sheffield between four 
and five P. M. This is one of the greatest manu- 
facturing towns in England, and has long been fa- 
mous for its excellent cutlery and plate. The im- 
mense quantity of coal Ivhich is here consumed, 
renders the atmosphere disagreeable, and imparts a 
gloomy appearance to the town. 

A kind friend «t home had given us a letter to the 
poet Montgomery, who resides here ; and in the eve- 
ning w;e had the honor of a call from him. He has 
long been advantageously known in America through 
the medium of liis writings. I had read them with 
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delight in my childhood, and it was no slight plea- 
sure to meet with one for whom 1 had so great a ve- 
neration. A contemporary has bestowed on him no 
mean praise in saying, that in all his numerous wri- 
tings there is not a line " which, dying, he might 
wish to blot." Mr. M. is ^ore than sixty years of 
age, but time has laid his hand so lightly upon him, 
that he would pass very well for fifty. He is small 
in stature, with rather prominent features, and a very 
pleasing, benevolent expression- There is nothing 
of display in his manner, but he is very frank, and 
apparently social in his disposition. 

Ha is perfectly familiar with our literature, and be- 
stowed the most flattering commendations on several 
of our living writers. He considers Bryant as decid- 
edly our first American poet. 

Mr. M. was never married, but has resided for 
many years in the family of the Misses G. He apo- 
logised for not being able to pay us more attention, 
in consequence of a Missionary meeting which is 
now being held in this town. 

The Methodists,! believe, claim bim as belonging 
to their body ; but I am sure, he posseses too much libe* 
rality of feeling to be fettered by any sectarian pre- 
judices. His parents were Moravian missionaries to 
the West Indies, and were, if I mistake not, killed in 
some disturbance at one qf the islands. 

2d. Sabbath. Went this morning to an Jnde^ 
pwdent chapel in Q^ueen^treet, where I bad tbi^ 
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pleasure of hearing a sermon from the celebrated Dr. 
Wardiaw of Glasgow. He is^ I belieye, one of the 
most distinguished ministers in Scotland, and has 
loiig been favorably known in our country as a the- 
ologic€^l writer. His sermon was appropriate to the 
occasion which had brought him here (a missionary 
meeting), and was replete with sound sense and pious 
feeling. His manner is easy, simple, and natural ; 
and his pronunciation is almost entirely free from 
those peculiarities which usually characterise the 
Scotch. 

The hymns were given out by the clerk instead 
of the clergyman. The choir of singers occupied 
seats directly below the pulpit; and when the two 
first lines of the hymn had been read, a young man, 
almost boyish in appearance,^ rose, and commenced 
singing in a most stentorian voice. It seemed to me 
that nearly every person in the congregation sung ; 
and they appeared to do it so heartily, that we could 
readily forgiye a little want of harmony or some 
slight failures in tune. 

In die afternoon attended at the parish church of 
St. Peter's, where we Heard a very excellent sermon 
from Rev. Mr. Harris, one of the associated clergy- 
men of the parish. He had selected for bis text a 
passage from the prophecies ofEzekiel, — " And thou 
shalt be ^shamed and confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more, when I am pacified towards 
thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God." 

Vol. II. 15 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



170 



The nature of Christian humiliation was fully ex- 
plained, and its necessity strongly enforced; I have 
seldom heard a more plain and powerful exhibition 
of Gospel truth ; and the conclusion was irresistible, 
that a mind which could so conceive and describe 
this humiliation, must itself have fejt its influence. 

It is said that a remarkable and most happy 
change has taken place, within the last few years, 
among the clergy of the established church in this 
country ; and that the number of truly pious and 
devoted men in their connection is rapidly increas- 
ing. The sermons we have heard in London and 
this place are certainly calculated to give us a most 
favorable opinion of the piety of the English clergy. 

In the evening, went again to Queen-street chapel, 
where a sermon was. preached by Mr. Hill, late a 
Missionary to Calcutta — now at Oxford. 

The sermon, which was listened to with profound 
attention, was rendered peculiarly interesting by the 
introduction of facts, which the- preacher had him- 
self witnessed among the heathen ; and which went 
to prove that their actual condition coincides per- 
fectly with the awful description given of them in 
the Bible. Among other anecdotes, Mr. H. related 
the following : — Only a day or two before he left 
Calcutta, an intelligent and learned Brahmin, who 
was a firm friend and supporter of the Hindoo idola- 
try, was reading with one of the Missionaries the 
first chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, 
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After finishing the chapter, in which, it will be recol- 
lected, the Apostle enumerates a long list of the vices 
which characterised the heathens of his day, the 
Brahmin pondered upon it a short time, and then 
said, " Whether St. Paul was inspired or not, I know 
nothing : but this I know, tjaat if he had lived among 
our people, and been familiar with all our customs, 
he could not have given a more faithful and graphic 
description of those vices and crimes which charac- 
terise the Hindoos.". Such an admission, coming 
from such, a source, is surely not without weight. 

3d. Miss G. was kind enough to call, and sit ah 
hour with us this rnorning, after which she accom- 
panied sister and myself to the show-room of the 
Messrs. Rodgers. Their eatablighment is, perhaps, the 
most complete of its kind which is to be found in 
the world. Specimens of every description of cut- 
lery and plate are here exhibited to the visitor, all of 
which are made of the best materials, and finished in 
the most perfect style. Will my friends believe me 
when I tell them I §aw twelve pairs of scissors laid 
in one scale, and that half a grain in the other out- 
weighed them all ! , Yet this is a sober fact. Indeed, 
the most curious things we saw, were these tiny mi- 
niatures of all sorts of things, — knives, forks, spoons, 
scissors, ifcc. 

They exhibit one single instrument which con- 
tains eighteen hundred and twenty-one blades ! It 
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seemed to me like the ^flaming sword, which tamed 
every way," somewhat dangerous to approach. 

Their specimens of plate were superb, and not 
unreasonable in price. The name of <^ Rodgers and 
Sons" is known, pjobably, to the whole civilized 
world; as I believe their manufactures find their 
way into every country where the people are not so 
barbarous as to prefer fingers before fprks. 

I noticed iii one of the cases, penknives marked 
American Congress Knives;" and, on mentioning 
the circumstance to the gentleman who attended us, 
he remarked that they had the honor of supplying 
our wise legislators with ihis useful article. ^ 

They have, moreover, the honor (as iheir printed 
cardsinform us) of being cutlers to their majesties 
the King and Queen of England; their Royal High- 
nesses the Dukes of Cambridge and Sussex ; the 
Duchess of Kent; King licopold ; the Kings of 
Sweden and Norway, and I know not how many 
other crowned heads. And if all this will not per- 
suade the public that the wares of the Messrs. Rodgers 
are superior to all others that ever have been or ever 
will be made, why the public must even be left to 
their own obstinacy and unbelief. 

Sheffield is a much larger town than I expected to 
find it, its population amounting, as I am told, near- 
ly to one hundred thousand. Indeed, after London, 
I believe it is the fourth town in the kingdom in 
size. It has increased very rapidly within the last 
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' few years, and it is said never to have been in a more 
prosperous condition than at present. Immense 
numbers of workmen; must be employed in the dif- 
ferent manufacturing establishments here ; the Messrs. 
Bodgers alone, we are told, employ about five hun- 
dred. 

Having heard that Mr. Montgomery was to pre- 
side, this evening, at a meeting of the ■_ Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, we attended, hoping 'to hear a 
speech from him. Unfortunately we lost the plea- 
sure of hearing him by being late ; we regretted it 
extremely, as we shall have no opportunity of wit- 
nessing his power as a speaker. 

Several highly complimentary allusions were made 
to him by the gentlemen who succeeded him, which 
made us the more regret what we had lost. 

Norfolk-street Chapel, where the meeting was held, 
was crowded to overflowing ; and the numerous au- 
dience hung with delighted attention upon the lips 
of the speakers for a period of three hours. It was 
the fii'st time we had attended a meeting of this cha- 
racter in England ; ^nd some circumstances impart- 
ed to it rather a parliamentary aspect. The cry of 
"hear!" **hear!" frequently resounded from all 
parts of the house ; and when any thing was said 
with which th€i audience were particularly delighted, 
they testified their pleasure by a loud clapping of 
hands. 

Excellent speeches were made by several gentle- 
15» 
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men, particularly by Rev. Mr, Marsden, who, if I 
mistake not, was for a long time a missionary in 
Australasia ; also by a Mr. Dickson and Mr. Newton. 

There is not only a great degree of zeal, but a 
great deal of real eloquence among these J^Iethodist 
clergymen : at least, if that may b^ defined eloquence 
which is the power of producing an efiect upon an 
audience, they certainly possess it. The gentleman 
who spoke last. Rev. Mr. Newton, reminded, me of 
our own orator, Mr. Clay. He spoke with the most 
perfect ease, was peculiarly happy in his illustrations, 
and had the talent of pressing common and prover- 
bial expressions into his service in such a way as to 
give them great effect. 

A report of the operations of this Society during 
the last year was read, which was highly encourag- 
ing. Indeed, with the zeal and perseverance which 
distinguish this denomination of Christians, it is im- 
possible they should not prosper. 

4th. We have determined to alter our route, and, 
instead of going to York, and from thence to^ Edin- 
burgh by the coach, we shall go directly to Liver- 
pool, and from that place to Glasgow by ste^m-boat. 

This change occasions us but one regret ; we 
shall lose the opportunity of seeing the York Min-* 
ster, one of the ^x6st imposing and magnificent build- 
ings in England. 

But the season is far advanced, and as we are un- 
willing to make the passage across the Atlantic in the 
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depth of winter, we must necessarily proceed with 
rapidity through the remainder of our tour. We 
left Sheffield at 10 A. M. The suburbs of this thriv- 
ing town are pretty and picturesque ; and the coun- 
try in its immediate vicinity seems fertile and well 
cultivated: 

Not many miles from Sheffield we passed a noble 
forest, the property of Lord Wharncliff. But the 
transcendant beauty of our American forests is un- 
known in England. The foliage is either a dull and 
faded green, or a sober brown ; exhibiting none of 
those gorgeous and beautifully blended dyes which 
give to our autumnal sdenery a character of such 
unearthly glory. 

Between Sheffield and Manchester we passed over 
a dreary and desolate tract of country. I was asto- 
nished to find, in the very heart of England,, a tract 
of. land, many miles in extent, as entirely uncultivat- 
ed as the deserts of Arabia. Not a tree nor a shrub, 
scarcely even a blade of grass, was to be seen, far &s 
the eye could reach. The purple heath did, indeed, 
flourish there ; but it was literally the " heath in the 
desert." I had supposed that in this small island, so 
densely peopled, land was too valuable to be suffered 
to lie waste, if it could by any process be brought 
under cultivation. The tract I have mentioned lies 
about midway between two of the largest towns in 
England, (if we leave London out of the question ;) 
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and produce must, of course, always find here a 
ready market. 

Italy Bridge and Ashton are two thriving towns, 
which we passed shortly before teaching Manches- 
ter. Both possess extensive manufactories of cotton. 

These towns make a curious appearance, from the 
countless numbers of chimnies, which are seen shoot- 
ing up into the air like shot towers. One of our fel- 
low-passengers explained this phenomenon, by in- 
forming us that there was an act of parliament re- 
quiring all chimnies where steam-engines were 
employed, to be raised to a certain height. We 
were warned of our approach to Manchester, the 
largest manufacturing town in the kingdom, by the 
cloud of dense smoke which hovered over it. The 
coal smoke here was far more annoying than I felt 
it any time in London. I no longer wonder that so 
many of the English should run away from this 
suffocating atmosphere to , respire the pure and de- 
lightful air which floats over the vallies of the Arno, 
or plays along the shore of the bay of Naples. What 
would the worthy inhabitants of the good to^n of 
Manchester think could they awake in such. an at- 
mosphere as that of Naples or Rome? Assuredly 
they would beUeve they were breathing no other 
than the air of Paradise. 

We stopped here only an hour, and consequently 
saw but little of the town ; but that little sufficed to 
show that it was a place full of the bustle of busi- 
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ness. It is increasing in population with almost in* 
credible rapidity. A gentleman in the coach assured 
us that it now exceeded thj-ee hundred thousand ; if 
this is correct, it has already the start of liiverpool, 
and owns no superior in the kingdom, except London. 

We took our places in the rail-road car for Liver- 
pool at 5 P. Mr, and reached that city at a quarter 
past seven ; the distance is thirty miles. In the car 
with us were too ydung Englishmen ; one of them 
had been a good deal in America, and seemed quite 
disposed to do justice to our institutions and cha- 
racter. 

The other speedily began to find fault with, and 
abuse every thing belonging to our country ; but we 
soon discovered that he did it not from ill-nature, 
but simply for his own amusement, and to draw us 
out in defence of our peculiar habits and manpers. 
He wished to know whether the American ladies 
were in reality as modest as they are generally 
represented. I took the liberty to refer him, for 
a solution of that question, to his distinguished 
country-woman, Mrs. Trollope. The testimony of 
this lady respecting American "manners" seems 
to be received in England at about its actual value ; 
the better informed class of people understand us too 
well to be imposed on by such a caricature as she 
has drawn. 

5th. At Liverpool, as in all other great commer- 
cial cities, the docks and warehouses seem to be the 
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principal curiosities. There are, however, fine streets 
here, and splendid shops. 

I have been quite dazzled by the splendor of some 
of those upon Lord Street. The display of shawls, 
particularly, is magnificent beyond any thing we 
saw even in London. 

A great shock has recently been experienced in 
the musical world by the death of their favorite, 
Madame Malibran. It occurred a few days since at 
Manchester, in the -midst of a musical festival at 
which she was expected to assist. 

At these festivals, which are celebrated once in 
three years, the first musical talent of the kingdom 
is brought together, and assisted by great numbers 
of the best performers from the Continent. The 
scene must be one of rich enjoyment to the lovers of 
harmony. It is held at Liverpool in a few days, 
and the preparations for that event, -which is to be 
concluded by a fancy bail, render the town at pre- 
sent unusually gay. 

We have witnessed much more display in the 
street-costume of the ladies here than we saw in 
the metropolis. 

6th. At 7 o'clock this evening came on board 
the steam-boat Eagle, for Glasgow. I had previously 
heard much of the excellence of the Scotch boats ; 
and if the Eagle may be taken as a specimen, they 
have not been over-rated. Her cabins are finished 
and fitted up in a very elegant and expensive style. 
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Marble, gildhig, and the . richest silk draperies, are* 
lavished with the utmost prodigality; indeed, the 
only feiult seems to be that the decorations are too 
elaborate. 

_The number of passengers is not so large as to 
produce inconvenience; the weather is fine, and 
every thing seems _to promise a comfortable and 
pleasant passage. ~ 

7th. Our good boat made rapid progress during 
the night. About 2 o'clock, A. M., passed the Isle 
of Man, which, of course, we did not see. In the 
morning passed Ailsa Craig, a very high and bold 
rock rising out of the river, almost destitute of vege- 
tation. 

I am quite delighted with the arrangements on 
board this boat; and with all tny national par- 
tiality, raqst admit that I have never seen so much 
order and quietness in one of our boats as prevail 
here. 

Captain Basil Hall has immortalised a New- York 
breakfast by the graphic description he has given of 
it in his memorable work on America. I can there- 
fore plead high authority for going into the details 
of a Scotch breakfast ; but this can hardly be deemed 
necessary where I have only to bestow unqualified 
praise. In the arrangement of the table there was 
not only that scrupulous attention to neatness and 
order which would satisfy the mosf fastidious, but 
a degree of splendor which is not often witnessed in 
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the best hotels. If I were disposed to indulge in 
metaphor, I might say that the table groaned be- 
neath the weight of the superb plate which adorned 
it. The large coflfee-pbt, tea-pot, and tea-kettle^ 
equalled in appearance the richest prodiictio^ns of the 
Sheffield manufactories ; and if they were not of 
solid silver, it was impossible for the eye to detect, 
the deception. 

The meats were in great variety, consisting of 
steaks, coid ham, corned be^f, <kc., besides various 
kinds of fish. The only thing wanting to make it 
quite an American breakfast, was the assemblage of 
warm cakes of different kinds, at which Captain 
Hall so much marvelled when he was a traveller in 
our country. As soon as we were seated at the ta- 
ble, a blessing was reverently implored by one of 
the gentlemen; a most becoming practice, but one 
which, I regFet to say, 1 have seldom seen observed 
on board a steam-boat or other vessel. 

Every thing was done in the most quiet manner ; 
forming the most striking contrast to that scene of 
bustle and confusion which is ordinarily witnessed 
in our boats during the time of discussing a break- 
fast or dinner. Even the servants seemed to have 
caught the spirit of the scene, and moved noiselessly 
from place to place in the discharge of their several 
duties. 

Among the passengers were several Scotch ladies, 
distinguished by the plain, unaflFected manners, and 
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general iDtelligenc^ which belong to thai nation. 
In conversihg with them^ I was gratified to learn 
that the taunting question, ^< Who reads an American 
book ?" cati no longer be asked on this side the At- 
lantic. I was, indeed, no less surprised than pleased 
to find here so intimate an acquaintance with our 
best writers. The merits of Cooper, Irving, Sedg- 
wick, Bryant, Halleck, and Sigoumey w^rediscussfed 
with a, readiness and discrimination which showed 
that their Works had not been merely recui^ but 
studied* 

The banks of the Clyde, which are extremely 
agreeable efvtn now, must be beautifiil during the 
bloom of summer. They present that variety of hill 
and valley which is so pleasing to the eye, and ap- 
pear fertile and well-cultivated. We were, however, 
much surprised to see that the grain was not yet all 
gatheredin. Some of it was slill unreaped, appa- 
rently not ripe for the sickle. Can it be that there 
has not been heat enough here during the whole 
summer to ripen the grain? Why, even in Cha- 
mouni, it is matured before this time. 

Many elegant mansions, some of them the ren- 
dences of noble families, embellish the banks of the 
romantic Clyde. Here and there, ^too, are seen th^ 
dilapidated renmants of what were once splendid 
castles^ leading the thoughts back to those days 
when the voice of mirth and song resounded joy- 
ously through their now deserted halls. 

voA. a 16 
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Dumbarton Castle occupies a strong position on 
the acclivity of a gigantic rock, which juts out boldly 
into the river. The castle itself makes but an in^ 
significant figure, being a small and unpretending 
looking building ; we could but smile on being told 
that a Governor and Lieutenant Governor were 
deemed necessary to manage its concerns. 

At Greenock, which was formerly the port of 
Glasgow, our boat stopped ; and we were transferred 
to another of smaller dimensions, which conveyed 
us to the last-mentioned city. The river between 
these two places presents a scene of great activity, 
not less than, seventy steam-boats being constantly 
passing up and down. 

It was dark when we reached Glasgow. The 
appearance of the city, as seen by lamp-light, is im- 
posing ; the streets are very long, straight, and well- 
lighted. 

This is one of the greatest manufacturing towns 
in the kingdom, and its population has increased, 
within the last twenty years, with almost unparal- 
leled rapidity. It numbers now not less than two 
hundred and forty thousand inhabitants. 

Besides its manufactures of different kinds, it con- 
tains many other objects worthy the attention of the 
traveller. Its university is welFknown. and highly 
esteemed, and was never, I believe, in a more flou- 
rishing condition than at present. 

8th. The Star Hotel, where we have taken lodg- 
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ingS) is charmingly situated on George's Square, 
one of thoife open areas which I have had such fre* 
quent occasion to admire. This Square is W€U 
shaded by different kinds of trees, and contains two 
bronze statues ; oneris thatof Sir John Moore, who 
fell at the battle of Corunna in Spain; the other, 
that of the great mechanician, Watt. Moore was a 
native of Glasgow, and is doubly immortalized — by 
his own valor, and by the inimitable poem composed 
on his burial by Rev. Charles Wolfe. 

Mrs. S., to whom we. brought letters from her 
daughter in America, called, with Miss S., and kindly 
offered to show us some of the objects best worth 
seeing in the town. We availed ourselves of their 
politeness, and took a long walk through some of 
the principal streets. 

Glasgow is extremely welUbuilt, the houses being 
almost exclusively of a grey stone, and uniting, in 
the style of the architecture/ beauty with strength. 

The evidences of this being a rapidly increasing 
city are everywhere apparent. In some plaees 
whole streets of elegant private dwellings are being 
erected, and every thing bears the impress of enter* 
prise and pro^)erity. . 

In the course of our- walk, Mrs. S. dir€cted our 
attention to a handsome house, occupying a remark- 
ably fine position in the suburbs of the town ; and 
at the same time gave us the following piece of hi s 
tory connected with it. 
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The land was formerly owned by a man of great 
wealth, who ha4 laid out his gardens and arranged 
his grounds for the erection of a splendid palace. 
By some of those fluctuations in trade to which -com* 
mercial men are always exposed, he lost his -fortune; 
and was eventually obliged to sell the land on which 
he had intended to erect a princely dwelling. An 
elegant mansion has been erected on the spot how- 
ever, and is now the property of a man, who, at the 
time it was originally contemplated, was employed 
as an errand-boy, carrying parcels through the 
streets. Such are the reverses which are continually 
occurring in society. 

We took a survey of the Botanical Gardens, which 
are laid out with taste, and contain a considerable 
variety of plfuits. One of the green-houses was de- 
voted entirely to tlie different species of heath ; most 
of them, we were informed, were from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and their delicate and simple flowers 
possess much beauty. 

After returning to our lodgings and resting an 
hour or two, sister and myself set forth to visit the 
Cathedral, which is said to be a fine building. 

We had not proceeded far, however, before it be- 
gan to rain according to the fashion of this pitiful 
climate, and we hastily retraced our steps homeward. 
When the shower was bver,! went out once more, 
determinedi if possible, to find Mrs. TVI., a lady we 
had met at Leghorn, and in whom we felt much in- 
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terested, I succeeded in learning where sHe lived ; 
but it was at such a distance^ and the weather was 
so unsettled, that I was obliged to relinquish my in- 
tention of calling on her. 

In the evening, young Mr. T., son of our friends 
at Leghorn, came to see- us. He has been spending 
hi^ college vacation hiere, and from him we gained 
much information respecting the University at Cam- 
bridge. We regret to learn that a lamentable degree 
of dissipation prevails, there among the young men 
of fortune. Their object in attending the. Univer- 
sity, Mr. T. says, is less to gain au education, than 
to get rid of a few years previous to coming into 
possession of their fp)rtunes. 

9th. Our kind friend, Mrs. S., bad obtained our 
promise, before, she left us yesterday, that we would 
spend this day with her; at least that part of it 
which was not occupied in attending church. We 
went accordingly, and breakfasted with her ; and 
here we met with all I had ever heard or imagined 
of Scotch kindness and hospitality. May the ghost 
of Chesterfield forgive me ! but I think the Scotch 
are the politest people upon earth, after all. It is 
true they may not bow to you so gracefully nor so 
often as a Frenchman- nor make so many profes- 
sions of friendship ; but while one is talking about 
doing you a kindness, the other has actually acpom- 
plished it. 

We spent a delightful morning with Mrs. S. and 

16» 
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her charming family, and at 11 o'clock accompanied 
them to church. They attend upon Dr. Wardlaw's 
preaching. This good man is still in England, and 
his pulpit was supplied to-day by a stranger. We 
heard, however, an excellent sermon. The preacher 
was a good specimen of the Scottish clergymen — 
warm, fervid, and eloquent. His voice and m$inner 
certainly were not agreeable, but these matters were 
soon forgotten in consideration of the sound sense 
and fervent piety which pervaded his discourse. 

The congregation was large, and extremely atten- 
tive; and we remarked with surprise that there 
were quite as many men present as women. In our 
congregations, I believe the proportion ol the latter 
is almost invariably as -five or six to one. 

In the Scotch churches, the clerk, who sits in a 
desk just below the pulpit, leads the hymn ; and all 
who can sing in the^ congregation, together vnth 
many who cannot, accompany him. They have no 
organs, and no choir in the gallery. It was witli 
sincere delight that I heard one of the hymns siing 
to the good old tune of Dundee ; to hear this air 
warbled in Scotland, brought thrillingly to my re- 
collection the allusion of Burns to it in his exqui- 
site poem, the Cotter's Saturday Night. 

After our return from morning service, had a call 
from the good Mrs. M. She looked very sadly in 
her widow's weeds, but seemed quite resigned, and 
comparatively happy. 
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Went to church again in the afternoon, and 
though it rained violently, found the house quite as 
full as it was in the morning. The Scotch are em- 
phatically a church-going people ; there i« probably 
no country in the- world where the Sabbath is so 
much respected as in Scotland. The shops arysitl 
closed in this large city; no stage-coaches, except 
one which carries the mail, and no steam-boats de- 
part on Sunday ; in fact, every means seem to be 
adopted to secure a strict observance of the holy 
day. The blessing of Heaven evidently rests, in no 
ordinary degree, upon this beautiful, country. Is it 
superstitious to attribute it, in part at least, to the 
reverence which her children pay to the laws of 
Heaven? 

At 6 P. M. returned to Mr. S.'s, where we dined, 
and spent a most c^eeable evening. There is some- 
thing in Scotch kindness which finds its way direct- 
ly to the heart. I could not help asking myself in 
the course of the evening, " Is it possible that I ne- 
ver saw these good people till yesterday?" , We felt, 
I believe on both sides, like~ old acquaintances, in- 
stead of realising that we were strangers, who had 
been separated by the Atlantic till the last twenty- 
four hours. Late in the evening we took a reluctant 
leave of our new found, but already beloved, friends, 
^ ^ and returned to our lodgings. 

10th. At 9 A. M., went on board a very diminu- 
tive boat, having determined to go to Edinburgh by 
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the canal. The boat was smaller than I ever Saw 
used in our country for the conveyance of passen- 
gers, and was crowded to a degree that made it 
rather uncomfortable. We had hesitated for some 
time between the eanal-boat and the coach ; but as 
tbt day proved rainy, we had reason to be satisfied 
with our choice; We could, at least, keep ourselves 
dry and warm — two things very conducive to comfort. 
The distance from Glasgow to Edinburgh by the 
canal is forty-eight miles ; and we were eight hours 
on the way. The country is agreeably undulating, 
and sonie fine views are presented to the eye of the 
traveller. It is true they are less picturesque than 
many scenes he will find in Italy, and they want 
that bold sublimity which belongs to Swiss scenery. 
Still, they possess enough of calm and quiet beauty 
to be looked upon with unalloyed pleasure. 

At a few njiles distance from Edinburgh we pass- 
ed the ruins of Linlithgow Castle, once a royal resi- 
dence, and the birth-place of the beautiful and un- 
fortunate Mary. It is a fine old ruin, and, in a re- 
flective mind, cannot fail to awaken melancholy as- 
sociations. Every thing connected with this ill-fated 
woman is interesting to the Scotch, who still designate 
. her by the affectionate appellation, " Our Mary." 
Three hundred years have not suflfced to wipe away 
the stain which is attached to Elizabeth's character 
from her jealousy and ill-treatment of her beauteous 
rival. How would that vanity, which was her grand 
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foible, have been wounded, could she hare foreseen 
the judgment which posterity would pronounce upon 
her ; could she have been aware that the world would 
well-nigh have forgotten Mary's faults in sympathy 
for her misfortunes ! 

We were so fortunate as to meet with very agree- 
able fellow-passengers, who beguiled time of its wea- 
riness, and in whose society the day passed swiftly' 
and pleasantly away. Among them was a young 
Scotch lassie, just returning from a two years' visit 
in America. She was very pretty, intelligent, and 
agreeable ; certainly not the less so from the warm af- 
fection she seemed to feel for our dear land. She 
paid our country the compliment to say, that if s 
were not a Scotch woman, she would certainly 
sire to be an American. We could iti all sincerity 
reciprocate the compliment. From the warmth 
with which she spoke of America, some of our pas- 
sengers inferred that she must have left her heart 
there ; and when they, told her so, a certain mischie- 
vous expression in the corner of her eye led me to 
suspect they were more than half right. I should 
not be surprised to meet her in the streets of Newr 
York, one of these days, leaning on the arm of some 
favored swain, who had deemed her a prize worth 
crossing the ocean to gain. 

Another of our passengers, who particularly intei^ 
ested me, was a Scotch lady, who had resided many 
years in England and Ireland. She is now settled 
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in the latter country, of which she seems passionate-^ 
ly fond, preferring it vastly to Scotland. She is ac- 
complished and intelligent ; and we took a mutual 
pleasure, I belieye, in giving and receiving informa- 
tion concerning^our respective countries, 

6 o'clock. We are at M'Q^ueen's Hotel, Prince's 
Street. I hear the Scotch bagpipe under my window, 
and must give up the pen to listen without interrup- 
tion to the music. 
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Visit to the College. Edinburgh Castle. Review of a regiment of 
Highland soldiers : singularity of their dress. Cariosities of the 
crown-room. Calton Hill; monuments of Playfair and Nelson. 
Remove to the honse of Mr. S. Holyrood Palace. Apartments 
ofGlueen Mary; ancient furniture. Unexpected meeting with 
old acquaintances. Walk with Miss S. . Beauty of the city. 
Singular appearance of the Old Town. Family custom. Leave 
Edinburgh. Inconvenience of the canal-Koats. Arrival at Glas- 
gow. Breakfast at Mrs. S.'s. Departure for Belfast. Passage 
in a crowded steam-boat. Discomforts of a military- life. Night 
scenes in a ladies' cabin where the inmates are all sea-sick. 
Wretchedness of the families of the common soldiers. ' Sunday at 
Belfast. Visit at Dr. M'C.'s. 

Oct. 11. Sadly against our inclination, the rain con> 
pelied us lo remain at home till twelve o'clock, when, 
it having in some measure abated, we prepared to go 
ouU In the passage, we met Miss S. and her bro- 
ther coming to see us. With a kindness and ear- 
nestness not to be resisted, they insisted on our lug- 
gage being removed to their house, and that we should 
take up our abode with them during our visit at 
Eidinburgh. Deeply affected by such unlooked-for and 
unmerited attention from those to whom we are- en- 
tire strangers, we promised to go to their house this 
evening, and set forth upon our voyage of discovery. 
An old jfriend of my brother, Mr. C, accompanied 
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us as cicerone, and we went, first, to the College. It 
is now vacation, and .the students are, of course, all 
absent. The College edifice is quadrangular, and 
built in a fine style of arhitecture. Its only fault 
seems to be that there is too much of ornament. 

Ip one p^rt of the building is a^ Museum, contain- 
ing a fine collection of natural history. In another 
is the library ; the remainder is, 1 believe, occupied 
almost entirely as lecture rooms. 

The students room elsewhere, and merely come 
here to attend recitations and lectures. 

The library is not open at present, but we spent 
. an hour or two very agreeeably in the Museum. 
The rooms themselves, whfch are devoted to this 
object, would be worth visiting, even if they contain- 
ed nothing of interest ; so uncommonly beautiful is 
the style in which . they are finished. The collec- 
tions in the different departments of natural history 
are large, and the arrangement remarkably good. 

That of minerals in particular, is superior to any 
thing I have seen in any other cabinet. 

We looked into some of the lecture rooms. In 
one, where lectures on agriculture are given, the 
walls were covered with paintings of domestic ani- 
mals, such as cows, horses, sheep, &c. My eye 
chanced to fall upon the picture of a cow of a pecu- 
liar kind, and I could scarcely repress an exclama- 
tion of delight at beholding an almost perfect like- 
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ness of a favorite and queer little cow we had left at 
home. 

If my friends should ever honor this humble page 
with a perusal, they will recollect the pet to which I 
have alluded. 

From the college, Mr. C. took us to some of the 
court-rooms. These are generally old, though some 
of them are not destitute of pretensions to beauty. 

We looked into two very respectable libraries; 
one of them belongs to the writers to the signet, and 
the othej to the advocates. This latter is the largest 
library in Edinburgh, containing one hundred thou- 
sand volumes. 

We afterwards climbed the lofty hill on which the 
Castle stands. In a clear day the view from this 
elevation must be delicious ; but the atmosphere was 
so obscure that we could not see it to advantage. 
Directly beneath your feet are spread out fine gar- 
densy still looking fresh and green notwithstanding 
the lateness of the season. Looking across them 
you see the New T^own, with all its long, regular 
streets, crossing e^ich other at right angles ; its nu- 
merous handsome public buildings, and long ranges 
of tasteful private dwellings. 

The dear Old Town, so ancient, so picturesque, so 
often described and yet so indescribable,. still hangs 
nodding and tottering upon that steep side-hill. The 
nervous visitant shudders with the apprehension 
that the next blast of wind may tumble its lofty, 

Vol. II. 17 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 



overhanging buildings into the dell beneath ; w^hile 
the poet and sentimentalist sigh, as they see one after 
another of those curious relics of the " olden time " 
sacrilegiously removed to make way for a vulgar, un- 
picturesque modern building! I looked for some of 
those fourteen story houses which former travellers 
have been pleased to describe ; but truth obliges me 
to say that I saw none exceeding elevefi stories. 
Every one has heard of the little alleys, called here 
closes, which are so numerous in the Old Town. 
Mr. C. directed our attention to some of them as we 
were walking; they reminded me of the excessively 
narrow streets of Genoa, though they are even nar- 
rower than those. 

How many of the streets and buildings of the Old 
Town have been rendered familiar to the minds 
even of American readers, by the pen of the great 
northern magician. The Tolbooth has been demo- 
lished, and its principal gate is preserved as a relic 
at Abbotsford. 

We were gratified by seeing a company of High- 
land soldiers reviewed while we were at the Castle. 
There were probably about four hundred of them, 
belonging to the 42d . regiment, which is, we are 
told, a very famous regiment in Scotland. Many 
of these brave fellows had fought at the battle of Wa- 
terloo; these are distinguished from the others hy a 
ttiedai which they wear. Their dress can at least 
claim the merit of originality ; it is, I believe, unlike 
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any thing else under the sun. It consists of a scar- 
let jacket ; a very short and full plaid frock, called a 
philabeg ; long white stockings, with a plaided top, 
scarlet and white ; a cap or bonnet as it is here call- 
ed, ornamented with a broad band of scarlet and 
white, and nearly covered with a profusion of black 
ostrich feathers. 

The knees are left quite bare, as the stockings and 
frock do not meet by several inches. Poor fellows ! 
If they possessed my horror of cold, the hardship 
of being compelled to wear such a dress during the 
severity of a Scottish winter would have produced a 
rebellioa among them long since. 

They seemed to me to be of an uncommon height, 
and were, in general, remarkably fine-looking fellows. 
The promptness and accuracy with which they 
performed their evolutions showed them to be no 
raw recruits. The band played some of the most 
soul-stirring airs I have heard for many a day. 

There is a room in the Castle, called the "_Crown 
Room," in which are exhibited a crown, swprd, scep- 
tre, a collar belonging to the order of the Garter, and 
several other ornaments. These were all found, 
during, the reign of George IV., in a large chest, 
which had remained unopened in that room more 
than a hundred years. 

The crown, which is said to be five hundred years 
old, has been worn by >many of the Stuarts. Besides 
several other valuable precious stones, it contains 
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four pearls, each of which is valued at five hundred 
pounds sterling. The sword, which is of immense 
size and weight, must have required a powerfulhand 
to wield it. 

From the advantageous position of this Castle, it 
would be no easy matter for an enemy to take it; 
especially when defended by soldiers like these brave 
Highlanders. 

On descending from the hill, Mr. C. took us to the 
rooms of the Royal Institution, of which society he is 
a member. It is a fine building, and contains valua- 
ble specimens from the animal and mineral kingdoms. 

We finished our peregrinations for this day by a 
walk to Calton Hill. This beautiful eminence is 
adorned by several handsome monuments. That to 
Lord Nelson is the most conspicuous, but I do not 
admire the design. Mr. Playfair's is in a more sim- 
ple style, and suits my taste much better. A begin- 
ning has been made in erecting a building, which, if 
it is ever finished according to the original plan, will 
be a splendid ornament, not only tb the hill, but to 
the city. 

It is intended, I believe, for a church ; the mate- 
rial used in its construction is white marble. A 
peristyle is to surround the edifice in the style of 
that of the Bourse at Paris. The pillars designed 
for the front are already completed, and placed in 
their destined position; tliese alone, as Mr, C. in- 
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formed us, cost fifteen thousand pounds ; and here the 
work is suspended for want of funds. 

In the evening Mr. and Miss. S. called for us ac<- 
coxding to appointment, and we accompanied them 
to their -pleasant home^ in Windsor-street. 

In America, it is an almost unheard-of thing for a 
young, .unmarried man to keep house ; but in this 
country we are told the custom is very prevalent. 
When a young man commences business for him- 
self, instead of becoming a boarder, as is universally 
the case with us, he takes a house, and forms an in- 
dependent establishment. If he has sisters, they fre- 
quently officiate as house-keepers for him, until call- 
ed away to superintend their own houses. This 
system, Houbtless, has fts advantages and disadvanta- 
ges. The ladies of Great Britain are allowed, I be- 
lieve, to possess more energy of character than be- 
longs to their sisters of America^ May not this prac- 
tice of throwing them upon their own resources at 
an early age contribute to this energy ? 

12th. Accompanied by our obliging friend, Mr. 
C, we proceeded, at an early hour, to Holyrood 
House. The most ancient part of this edifice, which 
is the Chapel, was commenced in 1128 by David X. 
It is small, and is now a mere ruin, the roof having 
fallen in, and the wall and row of pillars on one side 
being quite destroyed. The remains, however, are 
sufficiently perfect to show that it must once have 
possessed much beauty. In the vaults beneath are 
17* 
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interred great numbers of the Scottish nobility. A 
small room connected with the chapel is supposed 
to have been dueen Mary'^ confessional. 

The palace was principally created at a compara- 
tively modern period ; a part of it having been built 
in the time of James V. of Scotland, and the remain- 
der during the reign of Charles II. It has small pre- 
tensions to architectural beauly ; many a fine house 
in our fair city of New- York would scorn to be com- 
pared with Holyrood. 

Charles X. of France occupied a suite of apart- 
ments here daring a period of two years. These 
rooms are adorned with several good portraits of no- 
ble personages, painted by Vandyke. 

The long picture gallery is filled with portraits 
professing to be those of the different sovereigns who 
have occujried the throne of Scotland. One is tempt- 
ed to believe, however, that all kings who reigned 
for a hundred years must have been painted by the 
same artist at one and the self-^ame time, they are 
so like to each other. 

A large room in the palace was fitted up for the 
use of Greorge IV. during his visit to Edinburgh 
sotoe twelve or fourteen years since, and here he 
held a court. The canopy and chair of state which 
he used on that occasion still decorate this room. A 
full-length portrait of his majesty, dressed in the 
costume of the Highland soldiers, (which is the dress 
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he actually wore while in Scotland,) hangs at the 
upper end of the room. 

Bat the apartments which excite incomparably 
the deepest interest in the mind of the visitor, are 
those^once occupied by the unfortunate Queen Mary. 
It is not their magnitude or splendor which can im- 
part interest to th^m ; for in both these respects they 
would be thought sadly deficient in ourjuxurious 
days. 

The queen's audience chamber would bethought 
very moderate in its dimei^sioiis for the dressing- 
room of a modern fine lady. In 1745 this room was 
fitted up for the use of Prince Charles,. the Pretend- 
er^ the bed in which he slept still occupies a corner 
pf the apartment. 

Adjoining this is the little supper-room, scarcely 
larger than a closet, in which the unfortunate Rizzio 
was stabbed in Mary's presenoje. He was then drag- 
ged through the audience chamber into a passage at 
the head of the staircase by which the conspirators 
enteredj^nd was there dispatched. The traces of 
th(^ blood, "which will not out,^' are still exhibited to 
the curious visitor ; and a portrait of the' ill-fated 
Italian Jiangs over the mantel-piece in the little room 
where he was stabbed. The bed-chamber of the 
queen remains in the same condition as when she oc- 
cupied ity except so far as it has been changed by 
time. So it is said ; but it is probable the work of 
destruction has been sojoiewhat accelerated by the 
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lovers of curious relics. Scarcely a thread of the 
rich satin counterpane remains, although the vigi- 
lant matron, who shows the rooms to visitors, hais 
surrounded the bed by a strong cord, which prevents 
persons from approaching too near. Apparently she 
has acted upon the principle of locking the stable 
door after the horse has been stolen. 

The looking-glass, by which the celebrated beauty 
used to arrange her toilette, is not more than ten or 
twelve inches in diameter ; and the size of the table 
and other articles of furniture bears about the same 
proportion to that of modern times. A small and 
beautiful miniature of the queen, taken soon after 
her return from France, is shown to visitors; it has 
lately been re- touched, so that it has now the ap- 
pearance of being a new painting. 

The different suites of apartments in the palace 
are occasionally taken and occupied for a time by 
noble families ; but there is an air of gloom and soli- 
tariness about it, which would be little suited to 
those who have a fondness for gaiety. The grounds 
are very neatly kept, but they are little ornamented. 

As Ave were walking the streets on our way home- 
ward, with our eyes demurely fixed upon thegroutid, 
we were surprised at hearing some one say, "How 
do you do, Mrs. H ?" We looked up, and beheld, in 
their own proper persons, the Messrs. R., two yoimg 
gentlemen who had jresided in our family for several 
years, and who, for aught we knew to the contrary, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



201 



were still in B. Our surprise could only be equalled 
by our pleasure at meeting them thus unexpectedly 
upon this distant shore. As we had engaged to go 
out with Miss S. immediately on our return from 
Holyrood, we left them somewhat nticeremoniously j 
not, however, until they had promised to come and 
spend the evening with us. 

With the kind and obliging Miss S. we took a very 
long walk through some of the pleasantest parts of 
Edinhurgh. It is, indeed, a fair and beautiful town, 
well meriting the appellation of Clueen of Cities. 
Taken as a whole, we have seen nothing equal to it. 

The buildings are universally of a handsoihe 
grey stone, and the architecture is singularly chaste 
and elegant. -In one place, at the intersection of four 
streets, is a fine statue of George IV. ; in another, 
that of William Pitt. A difierent part of the town is 
ornamented by a handsome monument to the memo- 
ry of the poet Burns ; and I have already nientioned 
several which adorn Calton Hill. An inhabitant of 
Edinburgh would probably be inclined to smile were 
he told that one of our American towns had taken 
the ambitious appellation of "The Monumental 
Gity,'^ because, forsooth, she possesses two monu- 
ments. 

Edinburgh is not, like Glasgow, a manufacturing 
town, and her population is not, I suppose, half equal 
to that of Glasgow. It is, of course, much more 
quiet ; and being the seat of a celebrated university, 
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and the residence of many distinguished literary 
men, it is just the place to suit those persons who 
wish to live in elegant retirement. Indeed, it seems 
to combine almost every thing which could tend to 
render life delightful, except climate ; this, I confesSi 
would be a great objection with ine to living in 
Scotland. 

The climate is so very variable, that one can 
never calculate upon the weather. We have several 
times found a clear, bright sky on getting up in the 
morning, and have . felt quite secure of having one 
pleasant day ; when, very probably befoire noon, the 
rain has been pouring in torrents. But if any there 
be who delight in a humid atmosphere^ and love a 
rapid succession of sunshine and showers, I would 
most cordially recommend Edinburgh as a place of 
residence. Several bridges are thrown across the 
deep dell which separates the Old from the New 
Town J as we stood upon one of these, we could 
look down, and see the upper stories of high houses 
far beneath our feet. . 

We have walked, according to the best computa- 
tion we can make, not less than nine or ten miles 
to-day. This would sound famously in America, 
but it is no great thing in the eyes of these worthy 
Scots, whose delicate daughters think little of walk- 
ing twelve or fifteen miles in a day.* 

In the evening our young. American friends came 
to see us acQording to appointment ; and we had 
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ako a visit from Mr. D., a Scotch gentleman to 
whom my brother had brought a letter. He has 
formerly spent two Or three years in our country, 
and seemed to take a lively interest in hearing of his 
old friends. 

The R.'s have only been a few weeks in Edin- 
burgh,^ but seem quite at home and happy. They 
are attending the classes at the University, and will 
perhaps remain here some years. 

Our good friends, the Temperance reformers, may 
think it necessary for them to send a special depu- 
tation to Scotland, if I should tell them that it is 
common for families, before separating for the night, 
to drink not merely a glass of wine, but a glass of 
whiskey punch. Whether the practice is morally 
wrong,,! shall not take upon myself to decide ; but 
of this I am certain, that if those families where we 
have seen it used, considered it wrong, they would 
instantly abandon the use pf it. 

It is said there is a lamentable degree of intempe- 
rance among the lower classes in some of the manu- 
facturing towns ; but those addicted to it are chiefly 
Irish, who have settled in those places. 

13th. At an ^arly hour this morning we bade 
adieu to the handsomest city I have ever seen, and 
to those kind friends who have' done so much to ren- 
der our visit delightful. Our hearts must have been 
insensible indeed, could we have parted without deep 
regret from those who have shown us such unde* 
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served and disinterested kindness. We can never 
forget it ; and we will cherish the fond hope that we 
may yet have an opportunity to requite it. in our 
own dear land. 

As the country through which the coach passes 
to Glasgow is said to be remarkably iminteresting, 
we determined to return by the canal, boat. We 
found it crowded with passengers. It is astonishing 
that the Canal Company do not enlarge their boats, 
and try to render passengers more comfortablie. 
Eighteen or twenty persons are crammed into a ca- 
bin about twelve feet long, and just broad enough to 
admit two rows of seats. The unfortunate wigljts 
are not only entirely precluded from walking for ex- 
ercise during the eight hours of the passage, but 
even the luxury of elbow-room is not to be enjoyed, 
and the relief which change of position gives is quite 
unknown. ^ 

Though it rained violently most of the day, it is a 
fact, that several of the gentlemen, who had paid for 
a cabin passage, were obliged to remain upon the 
open deck without being able to procure even a seat. 
Methinks a little of that competition, which is some- 
times so destructive to the traveller's comfort in 
America, would not be amiss here. 

It was nearly dark when we reached Glasgow, 
and we lost no time in calling on our friends, the 
L.'s. Unfortunately the ladies were out, so we re- 
turned directly to pur lodgings. We had been in 
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but a short time, however, when the Misses S. came 
with their mother's compliments, and a request that 
we would breakfast with her to-morrow morning. 
Thus do Scottish kindness and hospitality pursue 
us wherever we go. It is rare, indeed, ta find a more 
affectionate and happy family than the one in which 
it has been our good fortune to be in a manner do- 
mesticated since our arrival in Scotland. Nor are 
the faculties of taste and imagination wanting in 
this attractive family. Miss J. A. S., a sweet, modest 
girl of seventeen, is a decided favorite of the muses. 
Many of the little poems she has written mark her 
as a genuine daughter of the land of Burns and the 
Ettrick Shepherd. Indeed, so highly do I think of 
her poetical talents, that I am almost prepared to 
make the bold suggestion that, should her Ufe be 
spared, and be devoted for the next twenty years to 
literary pursuits, her name would be as extensively 
known as that of the lamented Hemans. But, what- 
ever may be the superiority of her genius, it is fully 
equalled by her modesty. Her manners are per- 
fectly simple and unobtrusive ; there is no pretension, 
no display about her ; and though I soon ascer- 
tained from her conversation that she was a passion- 
ate lover of nature, I should have remained in pro- 
found ignorance of her poetical talents, had not her 
sister at Edinburgh betrayed the secret. 

The family of Mr. S. spend their sunmiers in the 
country, usually in the vicinity of one of those lovely 
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lakes which lie embosomed among the Highlands ; 
and that season is to the youthful poetess a period of 
unalloyed enjoyment. Her descriptions of the ex- 
quisite scenery of the Highlands heighten the regret 
we feel at being obliged, from the lateness of the sea- 
son, to deny ourselves the pleasure of a visit to that 
part of the country. 

14th. My brother and sister had excused them- 
selves, on account of some engagements at home, 
from accepting Mrs. S.'s invitation to breakfast ; I 
went, however, and met a most agreeable family 
party. Their own circle was increased by the addi- 
tion of a few friends ; there was no parade or dis- 
play, but so much genuine, unaffected kindness, that 
no one could help feeling at home. 

As I looked at the group which surrounded that 
ample board, I could not help saying to myself, " Let 
no one presume to deny the omnipotence of /o«?e, 
when it can tempt one of the most cherished mem« 
bers of such a family to sacrifice all that is dear in 
home and country, that she may follow the fortunes 
of her husband in a distant, and, to her, a "strange 
land." 

I heard a young lady remark a few days since, 
when comparing the mode of living in diflFerent 
countries,, "that she should like to breakfast in Glas- 
gow, dine in Liverpool, and take tea in America." 
The breakfasts of our hospitable friend, Mrs. S., 
would certainly justify the preference which the 
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young lady gave to this primal repast at Glasgovr. 
The fish here is celebrated for its excellence. 

Mrs. S. and her daughters accompanied me to my 
lodgings, and sat with us until ve were constrained, 
by our approaching departure, to exchange a reluc- 
tant adieu. 

Alas ! what is life but a constant succession of 
joyful meetings and sad partings? '' We take each 
other by the hand, and we exchange a few words 
and looks of kindness; and then days, months, years 
intervene, and we have no further intercourse. Of 
if we dwell together for a season, the grave soon 
closes over us, and cuts oflF all further communion." 
Happy those who can look forward to a brighter 
state of being with the assured hope of thfere meet- 
ing all most dear to them, how widely soever ad- 
verse circumstances may divide and scatter them in 
this life. 

We made a hasty visit to Mrs. M., who resides in 
a distant part of the city, and at 2 o'clock P. M. took 
our final leave of Glasgow, a town which, in spite of 
its tall chimnies and coal smoke, I must still persist 
m calling beautiful. Both Edinburgh and Glasgow 
have in one respect a decided superiority over all the 
other cities we have seen in the kingdom, and that 
consists in the beauty of the material with which 
they are built. Very few edifices are to be found in 
either of these towns constructed of any other sub- 
stance than stone ; and in Glasgow, as well as hef 
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gister city, a great de^^^ree of uniformity prevails in 
the style of the architecture. This town may be 
called emphatically the Manchester of Scotland. 
She is already able to compete successfully with the 
great manufacturing city of England, and is now, 
perhaps, increasing more rapidly than even Man- 
chester. 

The steam-boat Mercury, in which we had taken 
our passage for Belfast, had on board a large num- 
ber of soldiers, with their officers, who were ordered 
to a station in one of the country towns in Ireland. 
An immense <jrowd, consisting certainly of many 
hundreds, if not some thousands, attracted by theap* 
pearance of the military, had assembled on the shore 
to witness our departure. They cheered us loudly 
as the boat started from her moorings ; and in return, 
one of the officers called out to the band, " Give 
them a parting tune — give them * Auld Lang Syne ;' *' 
and instantly the familiar notes of this beautiful 
Scotch air floated melodiously over the waters of 
the Clyde. I have alwa3rs admired the sweet and 
fimple Scotch melodies when I have heard them in 
my own country ; but they seem to possess a double 
charm when we hear them warbled in the land which 
gave them birth. 

The bold scenery of the western Highlands was 
distinctly visible as we descended the Clyde. The 
lofty peaks of Ben-lomond and Ben-venne were 
pointed out to us by some of the passengers. 
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iSeveral of the oflBlcers had their wives on board, 
and one of the ladies soon gave us to understand that 
(she was a native of America ; and tfiat, though long 
a wanderer from the land of her birth, she had still a 
strong prepossession in favor of every thing American. 
Her husband is a surgeon in the British army, and 
she has shared his fortunes in various climes. In 
the course of a few years past she has resided in 
Upper Canada, the Bermudas, Nova Scotia, the Isl- 
and of Jersey, and Glasgow. The regiment to 
which Doct. S. belongs will probably remain but a few 
months at Enniskillen, the station they are now going 
to occupy, before they will be sent somewhere else. 

Poor Mrs. S. seems heartily weary of this roving 
kind of life ; and, indeed, one cannot be surprised at 
it. She said she never felt at home ; and no sooner 
began to be interested in and attached to one place, 
than her connections with it were broken off, and 
she was again launched forth among those whom she 
neither knew nor cared to know. 

To make the matter still worse, she has a most 
unconquerable aversion to the sea. She never em- 
barks upon it without sufiering all the horrors of 
Tartarus ; and, unfortunately for her, in nearly all 
her removals from place to place, she has been oblig- 
ed to trust herself to the mercy of this dreaded ele- 
ipent. 

She described to me, almost with a feeling of envy 
as I thought, the situation of her sister, who, is mar- 
18* 
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tied to a rich farmer, and settled in the neighborhood 
of Niagara Falls. " There she lives," said Mrs. S., 
*^ quiet and secure, in the midst of abundance ; with 
every thing about her that can make her happy : 
while we are travelling the world over, and are all 
but paupers." 

People in general, I believe, have the impression 
that the life of an officer's lady is an enviable one ; 
travelling, as they do, from place to place, and shar- 
ing in every amusement. But a little reflection, 
it does seem to me, would serve to correct this error. 

Mrs. 8. had two young and interesting daughters 
with her, who, "in the course of human events," will 
Tery probably marry officers, and follow the same 
migratory kind of life their parents have done, spite 
of all its discomforts. 
I had occasion, on our passage from Liverpool up the 
Clyde, to admire the order and decorum which prevail- 
ed on board the boat. By way of contrast, we had dur- 
ing this passage an illustration of what Milton calls 
" confusion worse confounded." As the evening was 
too cold to permit us to remain on deck with any de- 
gree of comfort, the ladies retired to their cabin at an 
early hour. Into this apartment, which was about 
twelve feet in length by eight in breadth, were 
crowded twelve ladies, besides a number of children. 

As there were not berths enough to accommodate 
all, mattrasses were spread upon chairs or on the 
floor, wherever sufficient space could be obtained. 
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All the cloaks, shawls, &c. which could be mustered, 
were required to do duty as pillows iand blankets for the 
fair inmates ; there being found, on examination, to 
be a sad deficiency of these prime articles of comfort. 
We were about retiring to obtain what rest we might 
in such circumstances, when one of the ladies ex- 
claimed, " Why, here is some one in my berth !" The 
innocent intruders proved to be two young children 
of Mrs. N., who were already fast asleep, in happy un- 
consciousness of the confusion which reigned around. 
Mrs. N. insisted that her husband had taken two 
berths for himself and children, and that this was 
one of them. The new claimant affirmed that her 
husband had come to the boat in the morning, and 
marked the disputed berth as hers. To settle the 
question, the steward was desired to bring the book 
in which the passengers' names were written, with 
the number of their berths marked against each. A 
reference to this authority showed the last claimant 
to be in the right. Mrs. N. very good-naturedly 
prepared a bed on the floor, and placed her little 
ones in it ; not, however, without a strong expression 
of dissatisfaction on their part at the disadvantageous 
change. At length they became quiet ; an interval 
of peace ensued ; a d we exerted ourselves with all 
our might to get asleep, in order to escape, if possi* 
ble, that distressing sickness which is frequently felt 
in crossing the channel. It was all in vain. The 
groans which began to issue from one berth were 
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quickly echoed from another; and one of those 
scenes now ensued which it is no easy matter to de- 
scribe, and of which one who has not witnessed the 
like can form no adequate idea. To heighten the 
general distress, there was no chambermaid on board ; 
and the stewards paid little attention to the poor suf- 
ferers in this their last extremity. We were all but 
suffocated in the confined air of the cabin, and no 
one had strength or energy to creep out of her berth 
and open the door. In the intervals of sickness, one 
lady, with all her strength of lungs, would call out, 
" steward — steward," — and when her voice, or pa- 
tience, or (as it sometimes happened) both failed, 
another would take up the same tune. By way of 
accompaniment, the poor children, who were in truth 
but badly accommodated, would now and then utter 
a plaintive cry. . 

" Pray," said a lady to poor Mrs. N., who was suf- 
fering more than any one on board, " did you ever 
see the caricature of a ladies' cabin where they were 
all sea-sick ?" This allusion to a coarse but very 
clever caricature which I had formerly see , awak- 
ened such a ludicrous train of associations in my 
mind, that I was obliged to bite my lips to keep 
from bursting into a loud fit of laughter. 

But as, fortunately, all earthly evils have an end, 
80 had this scene of suffering ; and at an early hour 
of the morning we emerged from our close and 
crowded cabin to breathe the purer air upon deck* 
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The natural and deep-rooted antipathy which the 
Irish feel to being kept in check by the power of 
the English military, was felt, and assigned by the 
officers themselves, as the reason why the passen- 
gers were treated in this instance with such marked 
inattention. The servants of the boat, being chiefly 
Irish, could not be expected to feel much friendship 
towards those whom they regard as the instruments 
of their country's oppression. 

On reaching the deck, we found it had been rain- 
ing violently, and many of the poor soldiers' wives 
and small children had been exposed to the weather 
the whole night, with scarcely a blanket to cover 
them. Poor creatures ! it must be a forlorn life they 
lead. When the families of the officers, who enjoy 
comparatively every luxury, find a military life toil- 
some and disagreeable, what must the wives and 
children of the soldiers suffer ; compelled, as they 
often are, to march on foot from one station to ano- 
ther ; to subsist on the coarsest food, and sleep in 
the open air ; besides enduring innumerable other 
privations. I believe my notions of things are very 
old-fashioned ; but I confess the word comfort con- 
veys more agreeable impressions to my mind than 
that other little word which is often its antithesis^ 
glory, 

15th. At 8 A. M. we were within a few miles of 
Belfast, but we were obliged to wait two or three 
hours for the tide before we could land. The Irish 
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coast looks very pleasant, rising in gentle undula^ 
lions from the sea. The green fields are thickly 
sprinkled over with neat-looking white houses ; and 
the verdure of the hedges is still as bright as it could 
have been in June. Indeed, the first appearance of 
Ireland seems fully to justify the poetical appellation 
by which it is often designated — " the Emerald Isle.'' 

We reached our hotel about noon ; and as I had 
a bad head-ach, and the weather continued rainy, 1 
spent the remainder of the day at home. 

16th. Sunday. In the morning heard Dr. Cook 
preach, a Presbyterian clergyman, who enjoys a high 
reputation in this country. His sermon was extem- 
poraneous ; his manner, forcible and impressive. 

There are a variety of denominations in this town, 
besides the two grand divisions of Catholics and 
Protestants. 

Belfast is a larger place than I expected to find it ; 
like all the manufacturing towns we have seen in 
the kingdom, it has increased rapidly within the last 
few years. The population is now eighty thousand. 

It has some fine streets and good public buildings ; 
and is said to contain an unusually large proportion 
of charitable institutions. 

The prosperity of this city, though intimately con- 
nected with her linen manufactories, does not arise 
solely from them. She carries on an extensive com- 
merce with various parts of the world, and vessels 
from our own country are often seen in her harbor* 
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Towards evening Dr. M'C, to whom my brother 
had brought a letter, called to see us, and finding 
we were to leave town in the morning, insisted on 
taking us to his house to tea. Irish kindness, like 
Scotch, is irresistible ; and we accompanied our new 
acquaintance home, where he introduced us to his 
wife, an unaflfected, intelligent, and agreeable woman. 
We had intended going to church ; but when tea was 
over, we found it was too late, and we spent the eve- 
ning at Dr. M'C.'s. He has been a great traveller 
for a young man, as he still is ; having been twice to 
America and once to the coast of Africa. He had 
collected many interesting objects of curiosity in 
his various journeyings, some of which he insisted 
on our accepting as remembrancers of our brief visit 
to Bel fasti 

We regret the necessity which compels us to limit 
our stay to so short a period in a place which has . 
much to recommend it, independent of the well- 
known hospitality of its inhabitants. 

We had been prepared, by the reports of other tra- 
vellers, to find much misery in this naturally beau- 
tiful country ; and we had not been an hour in Bel- 
fast before it met our eye in various shapes. Mul- 
titudes of ragged, bare-footed women and children 
are continually seen in the streets, soliciting charity ; 
indeed, beggars are more numerous than we have 
seen them anywhere since we left Italy. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Departure from Belfast; appearance of the country. Extreme 
wretchedness of the Irish peasantry. Extravagance of the no- 
bility. Irish boys. Begsars. Arrival at Dublin. Elegance 
of the public buildings. Monuments of Dublin. Peat fires. Ce- 
remony of relieving guard at Dublin Castle. Filthy appearance 
of the Irish Capital. Misery of the lower classes. College Park. 
Reflections on leaving Ireland. Passage to Liverpool. St. James's 
Cemetery ; monument to Mr. Huskisson. St. Luke's Church. 
Observance of the Sabbath. Passage to America. 

Oct. 17th. At half past 7 A. M. left Belfast in 
the coach for Dublin. As the inside of an Enghsh 
stage-coach accommodates but four persons, there 
was, of course, room for but one besides ourselves. 
To our great satisfaction, our fellow-passenger was 
a lady of pleasing manners and great intelligence ; 
and to her we are indebted for much interesting in- 
formation relative to this country. 

Lisburn, seven or eight miles from Belfast, is the 
seat of very extensive linen manufactures. It was 
to us a novel sight to see acres of ground covered 
with cloth which was spread out to bleach. 

The aspect of the country, to the distance of thir- 
ty miles from Belfast, is highly agreeable. It can 
scarcely be called hilly, and yet it is sufficiently un- 
dulating to prevent any appearance of tameness. 
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The land appears fertile and well cultivated, and 
is everywhere intersected by those verdant hedges 
which are one of the peculiar beauties of this king- 
dom. 

It made me sad to see the quantities of grain 
which still remain in the field, and which must, I 
fear, be seriously injured, if not entirely lost, in con- 
sequence of the almost incessant rains of the last few 
weeks. The crop of potatoes, as well as grain, is 
said to be suffering severely from the same cause. 
As the lower classes throughout Ireland depend chief- 
ly on this vegetable for a subsistence, any diminu- 
tion of the customary supply must be deeply felt. 
The present season has been, we are told, quite un- 
precedented in this country within the memory of 
the present generation. 

Alas! how little do the wretched cultivators of 
this fertile soil enjoy the fruits of their labor. The 
lady, who was our fellow-passenger, told us that a 
vast proportion of the Irish peasantry ncYOT think 
of such a thing as tasting meat from the beginning 
of the year to the end of it. If they can but pro- 
cure salt to eat with their potatoes, they consider 
themselves well off; and a little sour milk occasion- 
ly, is the greatest luxury to which they aspire. In 
some parts of the country, however, milk is not to 
be obtained at all, and nowhere is it enjoyed in 
abundance. 

I should like to be informed in what respect tha 

ToL. II. 19 
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condition of the Irish peasant is superior to that of 
our African slaves, for whom the English profess to 
feel so much sympathy. The former is certainly 
worse clothed, worse fed, and less comfortably 
lodged, than the latter ; and, so far as I can ascertain, 
he is not better educated. 

There are but two classes in this country, — an 
aristocracy, living in princely magnificence, and a 
peasantry, sunk in the most abject degradation. The 
Marquis of D., who is the proprietor of immense 
tracts of land in the neighborhood of Belfast, had 
formerly an income of eighty thousand pounds 
sterling per annum. Finding this sum insufficient 
for his expenditure, he contracted debts to a prodi- 
gious amount ; the consequence is, that his income, 
with the exception of a specified sum, has been se- 
questrated during his lifetime for the payment of 
his debts. It will be fortunate for his creditors if 
the Marquis lives long enough for the annual income 
to answer their demands ; as at his death, the whole 
property, income as well as principal, reverts to his 
eldest son and heir. 

I have selected this instance out of many which 
might be named, to show the unbounded luxury and 
dissipation in which the rich proprietors of the soil 
must indulge when the sum of nearly half a million 
of dollars is squandered by them annually! To 
make the matter still worse, this money is generally 
spent either in England or on the Continent ; so that 
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the poor Irish can in no way be benefitted by it. In 
former years, probably no small share of it has gone 
to liquidate " debts of honor " contracted within the 
purlieus of the Palais Royal. This practice of 
living almost entirely out of their own country is 
very common among the rich proprietors, and is 
another source of the bitter evils which afflict un- 
happy Ireland. The agents, who of course wish to 
make the business profitable to themselves, often ty- 
rannise over the poor tenants in a manner that the 
landlord would never sanction were he aware of it. 

The land is farmed out in small parcels at such 
enormous rents that, with all his exertions, a tenant 
can generally do nothing more than pay the rent and 
procure a few potatoes for his family. If, in conse- 
quence of a bad season, sickness in his family, or from 
any other cause, he is unable to pay the rent when 
the day arrives, he is at once ejected, and has no re- 
source from starvation but beggary or crime. 

Whatever the faults of the Irishman maybe, he is 
not destitute of feeling ; and when he sees a family 
of children around him crying for bread which he 
has not the means of procuring for them, what mar- 
vel is it if in his desperation he betake himself to 
theft or robbery 7 

I would in no circumstances justify the commis- 
sion of crime ; but I confess, if the doom of the of- 
fender against the laws, in cases like that above stated. 
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were left to me, I should feel inclined to punish him 
lightly. 

Newry, thirty miles south of Belfast, is a well- 
built and rather pleasant town. The country in its 
▼icinity is pretty, but we had not proceeded many 
miles when it began to assume an uninteresting as- 
pect. The soil appeared barren, and little was visi- 
ble in any direction but immense bogs. These 
though unlovely to the eye, are almost invaluable to 
this country from the vast quantities of excellent 
fuel they afford. The turf is taken up by a kind of 
spade ; it is then cut into square pieces of the size of 
a large brick, and piled up in the form of a hay-stack 
to dry. It is, of course, laid loosely together, so that 
the air may penetrate between the interstices. When 
dried, it is said to make an excellent fire, thus form- 
ing a valuable substitute for wood, an article in 
which this island is very deficient. 

The country is thickly settled between Belfast and 
Dublin. Sometime^, for miles^together, the cabins of 
the peasants seemed to form almost a continued vil- 
lage. 

The pig, which is in general the only worldly 
wealth of the poor Irishman, shares the dwelling 
with its human inmates ; it shares his food too, or, as 
a lady said to me the other day, " If there is a better 
mouthful} the pig: gets it, for he has to pay the rent !" 

We passed through Drogheda, a town containing 
a population of some twenty-five thousand ; but the 
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filth, the poverty, and utter destitution everywhere 
"Visible, I shall not attempt to describe ; and even if 
I could portray them, the picture would still be in- 
comprehensible by an American reader. Suffice it 
to say, that at least nine-tenths of the people live in 
the mdst wretched hovels, without chimneys, floors, 
or windows ; the cabins stand generally lower than 
the street, so that they are liable to receive an addi- 
tional quantity of filth from the latter. Were but a 
tithe of the neatness and order which predominate 
on the other side of the channel transported across, 
what a revolution would be effected in " swate Ire- 
land." Naturally, I am sure thife is a lovely country ; 
but the same causes which operate to blight and 
wither so much that is fair in sunny Italy, are at 
work here ; and the effect is the same. ^ 

It is impossible to pass through this country with- 
out being convinced that the charge which is every- 
where brought against the Irish, of being an intem- 
perate people, is not unfounded. I do not think I 
violate truth in saying, that in some of the villages 
through which we passed this inscription might be 
read on every third house, — " Licensed to sell spirits, 
ale, and porter." The irresistible conclusion was, 
that great quantities must be drunk, or there would 
not be so many places for selling them. 

Wherever the coach stopped, we were assailed by 
beggars imploring charity in the most piteous terms. 
For a halfpenny they would pour forth the most 
19* 
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lavish expressions of gratitude, and promise .to ^sYl 
of heaven "long life to your lionor,and good fortune 
erery day of your life." 

We reached Dublin before eight P. M., having 
travelled 104 miles in twelve hours. There is, of 
course, very little delay in travelling by the stage- 
coach in this country. Fresh horses are always 
ready when the coach reaches the place for chang- 
ing ; the coachman is not obliged even to descend' 
from his seat, but the grooms take oflF the jaded 
horses, and substitute those that are fresh ; the guard 
sings out "All right" — the driver cracks his wliip, 
and away we go to the tune of nine miles an hour. 

This is all vastly agreeable, and when the Iravel- 
ler reaches the end of a journey, he has the privilege 
of paying for the pleasure he has enjoyed. 

The coachman touches his hat, and begs you to 
<< Remember the coachman. Sir." The guard and 
the porter prefer a similar petition ; and ail these 
fees, it may be observed, are over and above the re- 
gular fieure, which had probably been paid at the 
commencement of the journey. 

The same system prevails at the hotels, both in 
Great Britain and on the Continent. In the United 
King*lom it i more particularly vexations to tra- 
vellers, because the landlord's bill, in the first in- 
stance, is much more extravagant than in France or 
Italy. Instead of receiving wages from the master of 
the hotel, as is the case in America, servants here 
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actually pay for their places. At one hotel in En- 
gland, where we staid a few days, the head waiter 
assured one of our party that he paid six hundred 
dollars per annum for his situation. The landlord 
thus makes a double profit ; but, alas for the poor 
traveller ! his hand can never be out of his pocket 
as long as he has any money to spend. 

What kind of weather shall we have to-day ? we 
inquired of one of the servants as we were going 
out this mrorning. " Oh," said he, " I will almost 
ensure you a fine, day." We sallied forth, and in 
less than fifteen minutes were compelled to seek a 
shelter jfrom the rain ! However, as we long since 
decided there was no use in waiting for fine weather 
in this climate, we soon resumed our walk. 

Sack vi lie Street, to which we first directed our 
steps, is one of the best in Dublin ; it is very broad, 
and is adorned with some splendid public buildings. 
In the centre of this street there is a magnificent 
monument, erected to the memory of Lord Nelson. 
It is more than one hundred and thirty feet in height, 
and consists of a pedestal, column, and capital of 
the Doric order ; the whole being surmounted by a 
well-executed statue of the hero in whose honor it 
was reared. On the four pannels of the pedestal 
are inscribed the names and dates of Lord Nelsonlsp 
principal victories. The view of the city and bay 
of Dublin is said to be exceedingly fine from the top 
of this monument. 
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Several other monuments meet the eye of the 
stranger as he wanders through the city. By far 
the most magnificent is the " WelHngton Testimo- 
nial." Standing above an immense flight of steps, 
is a square pedestal, the pannels of which are in- 
tended for basso relievo, emblematic of the principal 
victories gained by the great General. From this 
pedestal rises the obelisk, of thick and heavy propor- 
tions ; on the sides are inscribed the names of all the 
places in which victories were gained by the Duke, 
from the commencement of his career in India to 
the battle of Waterloo. The total height of the 
\^ Testimonial" is two hundred and five feet. It was 
erected by public subscription, at an expense of 
twenty thousand pounds sterling. 

The Bank of Ireland, (previous to the Act of 
Union, the Parliament House,) is considered one of 
the finest public buildings in Europe. 

The buildings of Trinity University are very spa- 
cious, and possess considerable beauty. This lite- 
rary institution was founded during the reign of 
dueen Elizabeth, and has at the present time nearly 
two thousand students. Its Medical department 
enjoys great celebrity, and attracts students from va- 
rious parts of Europe. 

The Custom-House, the hospitals, and various 
other public buildings, are in truth remarkably hand- 
some, and are not surpassed by those of any city we 
have visited. Still, in its general aspect Dublin has 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



225 

disappointed me. I had so often heard it represented 
as being superlatively beautiful, that I probably ex- 
pected too miich from it ; and then the circumstance 
that we were fresh from Edinburgh, that beau ideal 
of a city, was not likely to make the Irish capital 
appear to greater advantage, 

I have observed few private dwellings that could 
with propriety be denominated splendid ; there is 
little uniformity in the style of the buildings, and a 
sad want of neatness is perceptible in the streets, 

19th. As we were making some inquiries pf the 
servant last evening about peat, and telling him we 
had never seen a peat fire, he engaged to make one 
for us this moruing. Accordingly, on coming down 
to the parlor, we found a bright fire glowing in the 
grate, composed of this species of fuel. The heat is 
not so intense as that produced from hard coal, but 
still quite snflScient for any purpose of comfort in 
this temperate climate. 

Soon after breakfast we recommenced our exami- 
nation of the city. Christ Church, into which we 
strolled rather by accident than design, is worthy of 
a visit from the passing stranger. It might be taken 
for a modern edifice, though a gentleman, who we 
met there, assured us it had witnessed the revolutions 
of eight hundred years. It has, however, been reme- 
died in the interior within a very few years ; this 
will account for its modern appearance. 

The ceremony of relieving guard at Dublin Castle 
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had been recommended to us as something worth 
seeing. It takes place every morning at 11 o'clock, 
and, notwithstanding the frequency of ils repetition, 
a crowd is always drawn together to witness it. 

We entered the great court of the castle a little 
before eleven, and had ample time to take a survey 
of the premises before the arrival of the military. 

As this castle is the residence of his majesty's re- 
presentative, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who 
is virtually king in this country, we expected to see 
something of the splendor of a palace about it. It 
is, indeed, sufficiently spacious ; but its exterior at 
least possesses little of royal magnificence. It is a 
plain-looking, quadrangular brick building, having 
no pretensions to architectural beauty. I believe, 
however, (for we did not see them,) that the vice- 
regal apartments are much more splendid than one 
would expect from the external appearance of the 
building. The presence-chamber is furnished with 
a throne and canopy covered with crimson velvet, 
and richly ornamented with gold lace, et cetera. 

This building, which is about six hundred years 
old, was at first intended as a fortress, to secure the 
English interest in Ireland. 

The Castle Chapel is a beautiful edifice in the 
Gothic style. The exterior is adorned with no less 
than ninety heads, representing the difierent sove- 
reigns of England. The old chapel, which had long 
been in a ruinous condition, was taken down in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



227 



1807, during the viceroyalty of the Duke of Bed- 
ford. The first stone of the present building was 
laid by his Excellency, and it was finished in seven 
years, at an expense of forty-two thousand pounds. 

A little past eleven A. M. the guard, consisting of 
both horse and foot, filed into the court, attended by 
regimental music ; and having performed various 
evolutions, took the places of their fellow-soldiers 
who had been on duty the preceding twenty-four 
hours. 

"Old men and maidens," as well as young men 
and children, were there by hundreds, gazing upon 
the same spectacle which they had witnessed per- 
haps nearly every day during the year. There 
must surely be an innate love of military display in 
the human mind ; or the same scene, instead of be- 
ing always attractive, would become tiresome by re- 
petition. 

Desirous of seeing St. Patrick's Cathedral, of 

which the celebrated and eccentric Swift was dean, 

we inquired where it was to be found ; and having 

obtained the necessary direction, we set oflf in quest 

, of it. 

The clever, though somewhat saucy Miss Kemble 
once characterised Dublin by a term equally coarse 
and expressive. I had not gone half the length of 
St. Patrick's before I was convinced that her judg- 
m ent was correct, though her expression was not 
particularly delicate. 
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The filth of these narrow streets is inconceirable. 
I have aaen nothing more disgusting in Rome or 
Naples, where I used to think every thing filthy was 
concentrated. There are many traits in the Irish 
character that I respect and even admire, but this 
disregard of common decency I cannot away with. 

Another annoyance which the stranger is sure to 
encounter in walking here, is found in the numbers 
of poor women who will assail you, and insist on 
your becoming purchasers of the little articles they 
have for sale, such as tape, combs, thread, inc. So 
persevering are they, that they will often follow you 
the whole length of a street ; and the only way of 
escaping from their importunity is to give them some- 
thing on condition they will leave you. It requires 
no intimate acquaintance with this city to ascertain 
the melancholy fact that a large portion of the popu- 
lation live upon charity. 

After enduring a species of purgatory to get to St. 
Patrick's, we had the mortification to find it closed, 
so that our curiosity was not gratified by a view of 
the interior. We regretted it deeply, as it is exter- 
nally a very imposing building ; indeed, we have 
seen few churches more venerable in appearance 
than this. 

As the day was really fine (for this climate), we 
extended our walk as far as College Park. This 
comprises about twenty acres, planted and laid out 
with much taste. Broad and neatly kept gravel ^ 
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walks extend through it in different directions, and it 
isinerery respect a delightful play-ground for the 
students. 

We were astonished at the great extent of the col- 
lege buildings. A very imperfeet view of them is 
gained from the street, but from the Park they are 
seen in all their extent, and to the best possible ad- 
vantage. 

Having thus seen as much of Dublin as our very 
limited time would permit, we returned home, and 
made hasty preparations for our departure. The 
steamboat was to leave for Liverpool at 5 P. M. ; as 
we were early on board, we had leisure to. look about 
us, and make our awn reflections on what we saw. 
The first and most natural was, that there is a vast 
deal of misery in this country. I pretend not to say 
that it is all the result of circumstances over which 
the people have no control. On the contrary, it is 
very probable that much of it is occasioned by in- 
temperance and idleness. 

Still, the very low wages which the laboring class- 
es can command, and the difficulty of procuring em- 
ployment at any price, often reduce the poor, who 
tPotUd be industrious^ to a state of beggary. 
. As I looked upon the ragged, poverty-stricken 
wretches who crowded round our boat, imploring 
charity, a thrill of pleasure went through my heart 
at the recollection that I should witness no such 
fights in my own blessed country. America has 

YoL. II. 20 
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fiiults enough I am well aware ; but so long as in- 
telligence and happiness predominate jOT^er ignorance 
and misery among her people, I am content that Eu- 
ropeans should taunt us with having " equality with- 
out liberty," or bring against us any other charge 
they please. 

Perfect equality in society is doubtless a phantasy 
which can never be realised ; nor is it desirable that 
it should be. The lofty intellect will rise above the 
weak ; the man of wealth will have more influence 
than his poor neighbor. All I ask is, that an impas- 
sable gulf shall not separate one from the other. 

Amidst all her degradation and misery, Ireland 
may still claim the proud distinction of having given 
birth to m?iny men who would have been an honor 
to any nation. . Were I asked to name one of the 
purest patriots who ever sacrificed himself for a suf- 
fering country, I should without hesitation say.it 
was Robert Emmet. 

Who can doubt that the breast of that young mar- 
tyr of liberty was the shrine of the purest patriotism ! 
That with him the simple love of country was para- 
mount to every selfish consideration? What thril- 
ling, burning eloquence glows in every Hne of his 
masterly defence before Lord Norbury ! Alas ! that 
happy day for poor Ireland has not yet arrived when 
he desired that his "epitaph should be written." 

Nor will the names of Curran and Grattan, Castle- 
reagh and Wellington, be lightly passed over in the 
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history of their country. They will be mentioned 
with honor among orators, statesmen, and warriors, 
when that of many a would-be wit, who sports his 
sarcasms at the expense of "poor Ireland," will be 
buried in oblivion. 

The Leeds is an excellent boat, provided with 
every accommodation for passengers; and, as the 
weather was favorable, we had a most comfortable 
passage across the channel. At seven in the morn- 
ing we found ourselves again in the bustling city of 
Liverpool. 

20th. Paid a visit to the Roscoe, the packet in 
which we expect to return to America. She is a fine 
vessel, not more than three or four years old, and is 
fitted up in a style of the greatest luxury. The 
New- York line of packets is so superior to any thing 
else that is seen here in the way of water craft, that 
they are decidedly among the lions of Liverpool ; 
and great numbers of people go to see them as a mat* 
ter of curiosity. If one can be <:omfortable at sea 
under any circumstances, the voyager in a vessel 
like this may surely expect to be so. 

We are gratified to find that we are to have for 
fellow-passengers some of our countrymen, who are 
well known to us by reputation, and are distinguish* 
ed for intellectual cultivation and moral worth. 

The docks of Liverpool are celebrated for their 
extent and excellence. More need not be said of 
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them, than that they are every way worthy of this 
great commercial emporium. 

Lirerpool has probably at the present time more 
commerce than any other city in the world. Not a 
wind that blows but wafts some vessel into her port, 
freighted with the richest merchandise of the coun- 
try from whence it comes. 

Received an invitation to dine at Mr. R.'s to-day, 
but sister is not well enough to go out. 

21st. It is amusing to hear the people here talk 
about their ^ne weather, when the atmosphere is so 
full of mist that I do not pretend to go out without 
my parasol. And then the smoke of this town is 
q^uite intolerable ; it is nearly impossible to keep 
one's self looking decent in such an atmosphere. If 
habit had not completely reconciled the English to 
it, I am sure they would be annayed ; for they are,, in 
truth, as a people^ remarkably cleanly and neat in 
their appearance. 

An English hotel is the very focus of comfort. 
The rooms are kept in the most perfect order, and 
the table is arranged with the most scrupulous re- 
gard to neatness and taste. And then every thing is 
so quiet and orderly that one might easily imagine 
themselves in a well-ordered private house. The 
servants are,.in general, extremely attentive and oblig- 
ing, — a natural result of the system which leads 
them to look to the traveller alone fox iheir compen- 
sation. With the efect^ no one can avoid being 
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pleased, though the cause which produces it is of- 
ten made a subject of complaint. But if the guest 
is obliged to pay somewhat exorbitantly, he has the 
satisfaction of knowing that he shall not only be 
faithfully served, but that the service will be per- 
formed with civility and good-nature. 

23d. Sunday. Went this mornirig to St. Peter's 
church. It is a large building, and was filled with a 
most respectable audience. There were three or 
four hundred children present, dressed in a neat uni- 
form, and nearly of an age ; the children, probably, 
of some charity school. Liverpool is said to possess 
an unusually large proportion of benevolent institu- 
tions. 

Went out in the afternoon with the intention of 
hearing Mr. RaflBies, but found that his church 
would not be open till evening. Walked around St. 
James's Cemetery. The gates are closed, and visitors 
are not admitted on Sunday ; still, we were able, 
through the railing, to see the arrangement of the 
grounds. 

The centre of the Cemetery is a narrow valley ; 
on either siJe, steep, rocky hills rise to a considera- 
ble elevation. These hills are terraced, and on each 
. terrace are long rows of tombs, literally " hewn out 
of a rock." The plan of this Cemetery is, I believe, 
quite original ; at least I have never seen any thing 
at all like it. 

A handsome monument has been erected here to 
20* 
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the meiDoiy of Mr. Huskisson, who was killed at the 
opening of the Liverpool and Manchester railway. 
It is an elegant piece of architecture, but loses much 
of its effect from its disadvantageous situation ] be- 
ing placed at one end of the narrow valley I have 
mentioned. 

There is a pleasant promenade in the neighbor- 
hood of this burying-ground, denominated St. James's 
Walk ; indeed, this part of the city generally presents 
an agreeable aspect. 

Duke Street, Great George's Street, and several 
others in this vicinity, are adorned by great numbers 
of elegant private dwellings, and indicate the union 
of taste with wealth in their possessors. 

From several points in. the neighborhood fine 
views are presented of the river,, the surrounding 
cwintry, and the mountains of Wales. 

Attended afternoon service at St. Luke's, a very 
splendid church built by the corporation not long 
since. It is Gothic architecture, and has an uncom* 
monly beautiful tower, one hundred and thirty-eight 
feet in height. The visitor, who has paused to ad- 
mire the singular beauty of the exterior, is not dis- 
appointed on entering ; the edifice is finished throughr- 
put in a style remarkably chaste and elegant. The 
organ is one of the most powerful I have ever heard. 

The sermon was a well-written discourse on the 
necessity of constancy and perseverance in the Chris- 
tiw life. Every Sabbath that we have ^pent in 
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Great Britaia we have been favored by hearing 
such sermons as we can hsten to with pleasure and 
profit. There is no comparison, in a rehgious point 
of view, between this country and those we have 
visited on the Continent. Even in this great com- 
mercial city, where people congregate from all coun- 
tries, the Sabbath seems to be as much respected as 
it is in our large towns at home. I have not seen a 
shop open, or an individual pursuing his secular la- 
bor, to-day. 

25th. Came on board the Roscoe at ten this 
morning. It would have been gratifying to haVe 
devoted two or three weeks more to England ; yet, 
as we leave it for home^ pleasure predominates over 
regret. 

The wind is not favorable, but as we are towed 
down the river by a steam-boat, we make tolerabfe 
progress. We have thirty passengers ; all in good 
i^irits and merry to-night, but to-morrow we may 
not feel quite so well. At present there is no percep- 
tible motion. 

We have just passed the Mexico^ bound, like our- 
selves, to New-Yorky and having on board a" large 
number of emigrants. Her commander hailed Cap- 
tain D., and requested him to report her on reaching 
New- York. " Oh, yes," replied one of our passen- 
gers jestingly^ "and if you get there firsts report us, 
will you?" It seemed to be the general opinion 
that there was little chance of the captain of the 
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Mexico having an opportunity to execute his com- 
mission. The packet-masters pride themselves on 
outsailing every thing that comes in competition with 
their vessels ; and the Roscoe has never been cele- 
brated for her long passages. 

29th. Among twelve lady passengers, one only 
has escaped the horrors of sea-sickness. Onr face^ 
tious friend Captain R. amuses himself by teazing 

her because she is noi sick. He says, Miss ' 

really feels quite mortified, and thinks it is so mas- 
culine — so uniady-like, to feel perfectly well when 
all the other ladies on board are ill ! 

30th. Sunday. Our little company, having in a 
great measure recovered from their sea-sickness, 
assembled in the large cabin this afternoon, and had 
religious services, conducted by Rev. Dr. F. There 
is" something peculiarly touching in a service of this 
kind at sea. Isolated as we are from the rest of the 
world, and exposed to peculiar perils, we seem to 
feel more deeply our dependence on that Divine 
Being who alone can sustain and defend us. - 

The prayer which was offered by our excellent 
friend was singularly appropriate and beautiful ; 
and the heart of every one present seemed touched 
and softened under the hallowing influence of the 
devotional exercises. 

The devout and elegant De Lamartine, writing 
at sea, says, " If prayer was not instinctive to man, 
it is here that it would have been invented by beings 
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left alone with their thoughts and their weaknesses" ; 
in the presence of the abyss of the heavens, in the 
immensity of which the sight is lost — ^and of the 
abyss of the sea, from which they are only separated 
by a fragile plank ; the ocean roaring meanwhile, 
whistling and howling like the voices of a thousand 
wild beasts ; the blasts of wind making all the cord- 
age yield a harsh sound, and the approach of night 
increasing every peril and multiplying every terror. 
But prayer was not invented ; it was born with the 
first sigh, with the first joy, the first sorrow of the 
human heart; or rather, man was born to prsQT. 
To glorify God, or to implore Him, was his only 
mission here below ; all else perishes before him or 
with him ; but the cry of glory, of admiration, or of 
love, which he raises towards the Creator, does not 
perish on his passing from the earth : it re-ascends ; 
it resounds from age to age in the ear of the Al- 
mighty, like the echo of his own voice — like the re- 
flection of his own magnificencer It is the only 
thing in man which is wholly divine, and which he 
can exhale with" joy and pride; for this pride is a 
homage to Him to whom alone homage is due — the ' 
Infinite Being." 

Nov. 1st. In the dearth of occupation, which so 
frequently engenders ennui among persons at sea, 
some of the passengers proposed that a newspaper 
should be established, to which all should be invited 
to contribute ; and that it should be issued semi- 
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Weekly, for the amusement of our little company. 
The proposal was favorably received ; and the editor, 
publishers, printer, ike, having been duly appointed, 
the first number made its appearance to-day. 

After the reading, it was voted unanimously, (to 
be sure most of the auditors were contributors to its 
pages,) that ^< the Roscoe Herald was a most respec- 
table periodical, every way worthy of the extensive 
and munificent patronage it enjoys.'l The nautical 
wit, thus drawn forth, served at least to awaken 
smiles on several faces where they have seldom been 
seen for the last week ; and any thing which can 
innocently amuse a sea-sick passenger I hold to be 
deserving of commendation. 

The " Court of Equity" held a special session^ 
immediately after the reading of the paper, for the 
trial of a very aggravated case which had occurred 
within their jurisdiction. Witnesses were examined 
at great length on both sides ; and all the proceed- 
ings were marked by that dignity and seriousness 
which so strongly characterise the members of that 
august body. 

We are extremely fortunate in our fellow-passen- 
gers. Not an individual of the thirty but seems 
disposed to render himself agreeable, and to contri- 
bute as much as possible to the happiness of the rest. 
Two or three of the ladies still continue ill ; and a 
young German passenger is still suffering extremely 
from sea-sickness. His unpronounceable German 
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name, when rendered into Englisfa, is uncomfort- 
able; it has been so appropriate to his condition 
hitherto, that he is uniformly spoken of among us 
as " Mr. Uncomfortable.*' 

We are getting on as prosperously as we could 
wish — just seven days out, and we are now 850 
miles from Liverpool. 

4th. Unfavorable winds for the last two or three 
days, so that our progress is slow. It is dreadful to 
feel this ceaseless and intolerable rocking, and at 
the same time to know that you are scarcely gain- 
ing at all in your course. 

I was amused to-day with the comment one of 
our passengers made oil the 107th Psalm. After 
reading it, he gravely remarked that "he thought 
David must have had a touch of sea-sickness in his 
time." The unfortunate victim of this malady can 
feel the full force of ^the expression, " They reel to 
and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at 
their wit's end." 

6th. The sea, the sea ! It is, in truth, a glorious 
element. I have been looking out upon it this eve- 
ning : a dark curtain of <^louds is drawn across the 
heavens, shrouding every star which adorns the fir- 
mament; while at the same time thousands and 
millions of these brilliant lights seemed to be spark- 
ling and glowing in the waters around us. I have 
never seen the phosphorescence of the sea so beau- 
tiful as it is to-night 
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There is a glory in the vast and illimitable ocean^ 
which it seems to me is found in no other object in 
creation. The mind itself seems to grow, as the eye 
gazes on its mighty expanse ; now exhibiting on its 
smooth and mirror-like surface a thousand forms of 
beauty, and anon tossing its angry waves in wild 
and fearful commotion. 

And of how many passions of the human heart 
has this magnificent object been considered the em- 
blem ? Furious and ungovernable hate, treachery 
and inconstancy, are frequently shadowed forth un« 
der the image of the sea. And to those who have 
seen it under its varied forms, no comment will be 
necessary to illustrate the force of this imagery. 

6th. Our second Sunday on board, a mild, calm, 
and delightful day. We had religious service again 
in the large cabin, apparently much to the gratifica- 
tion of the passengers. I believe it would not be 
easy to find an equal number of persons afloat upon 
the wide ocean who are more comfortable and happy 
than ourselves. We have a first-rate ship, well- 
manned, and admirably commanded; a luxurious 
table ; plenty of books for those who love reading ; 
and the most attentive and obliging servants. 
What more could reasonable people ask to make 
them happy at sea? 

8th. The wind has been blowing a gale the 
whole day ; fortunately it has been in our favor, 
and has sent us on at the rate of ten or eleven knots 
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an hour. It is difficult to say whether beauty ox 
grandeur , has predominated in the scene. The • 
crested waves, as they rolled on in their majesty, 
and broke near the ship, exhibited nearly every va- 
riety of those matchless tints which beautify the 
rainbow. 

The sun shone brightly ; and we remained in the 
little cabin upon deck several hours, gazing with 
delighted interest upon the novel and exciting 
jscene. 

- 13th. For the last five days we have had little 
.else than a constant succession of gales* Yesterday 
it was more calm, but the indications of the baro- 
meter leading the captain to expect a change of 
weather, he remained up till 3 o'clock this morning, 
in order to be prepared for it. He then threw him- 
self upon his berth, where he had been about two 
hours, when we were all simultaneously awakened 
by a ^lyave breaking with the most tremendous and 
startling violence against the side of the vessel. 
The wind had sprung up suddenly in a different 
quarter, and the vessel was caught under a press of 
saiL 

Our vigilant commander was instantly upon deck, 
and all hands were turned up to take in sail. The 
noise of the rain, as it descended in torrents upon 
the deck, the fierce howling of the wind amidst the 
rigging, the hurried tread of the sailors^ and the loud 
and energetic tones of the captain, which pould only 
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be heard through the tnimpet, combined to form a 
scene which might well terrify the timid and inex- 
perienced landsman. The sails were soon secured, 
but the wind continued to blow through the day 
with terrific violence. The grandeur and sublimity 
of the scene exceeded all that can possibly be con- 
ceived by one who has not witnessed it. It required 
firm nerves to look out upon it without terror. The 
whole surface of the deep was like a boiling caldron : 
for twelve or fourteen hours the waves were contt- 
nually breaking against the sides and over the deck 
of the vessel, with a force that made the noble struc- 
ture tremble from stem to stern. 

But she weathered the storm bravely, and we had 
the satisfaction of hearing, after her furious struggle 
with the elements was over, that not a rope was 
broken, nor the slightest injury sustained in any 
part of her rigging. 

The ludicrous was strangely mingled with the 
terrible. It was scarcely possible to keep a dish up- 
on the table; and laughable was it to ;5ee the medley 
of meats, gravies, vegetables, wine, <fcc., dancing 
about together, or rolling indiscriminately into the 
laps of the passengers. Sundry knocks and bruises 
were received in consequence of the rocking and 
rolling of the ship, but no one sustained any serious 
injury. 

A storm at sea presents a scene which is awfully 
grand and sublime ; and few persons, I suspect, pos- 
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sess sufficient firmness of nerves or strength of faith 
to contemplate it without feeling a degree of terror. 
It is fearful to look out upon the black and angry 
waves, when lashed into fury by the violence of the 
tempest, and to reflect that nothing but a weak plank 
separates us from the yawning abyss. And it is stil 
more appalling, as we lie in our berths at night, and 
hear the heavy seas breaking over the ship with a 
force that seems absolutely irresistible ; while the 
creaking of the vessel and the loud howling of the 
winds through the rigging, fall with tenfold energy 
upon the startled ear amidst the surrounding dark- 
ness. 

At such seasons the dullest imagination becomes 
preternaturally excited, and reason is often compel- 
led for a time to resign her empire over the mind. 
Thoughts of dismantled ships, fathomless gulfs, and 
visions of " all monstrous things " which inhabit the 
deep, come thronging upon the fancy, and set reason 
and judgment at defiance. 

Still, strange as it may seem, there was to me a 
degree of enjoyment, even in a storm at sea ; and I 
should hardly have been satisfied to cross the Atlan- 
tic twice without witnessing one. Such a scene fur- 
nishes one of the fairest opportunities for the display 
of that daring intrepidity, and those great resources 
with which man is endowed by his Creator ; while 
At the same time it teaches him in the most impres- 
:si7e manner his own weakness and helplessness. 
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15th. " A whale !" was shouted from the deck at an 
early hour this morning. The ungallant leviathan 
had chosen to make his visit at so early an hour, 
that the ladies were not prepared to receive him. 
Making their toilette hastily, they ran up on deck j 
6ut his whaleship was already at such a distance, 
that we could only trace his course by the vo- 
lumes of water which he frequently spouted into 
the air. 

20th. The joyful cry of " Land, ho !" resounded 
from the deck a little before sunset, and was quickly 
caught and re-echoed from every part of the ship. 
It is the eastern end of Long Island, but only the 
practised eye of a seaman is able to distinguish it 
from the hori250iT. The joyous emotions, however, 
excited by a near approach to our own shores are 
participated by all ; and never, surely, was there a 
hapjMer group of human beings congregated upon 
the ocean than were assembled ^this evening upon 
the deck of the Roscoe. 

All that nature could exhibit of beauty and glory 
upon the trackless waters, was with us and around 
. us. The sea has been smooth and unruffled as the 
gentlest lake all day ; and it now shines like molten 
silver bejeath the rays of the full-moon. Not the 
shadow of a cloud dims the brightness of the hea- 
vens ; and as the moon-beams fall in soft and mel* 
low light upon the tapering masts, and gleam along 
th& full-set sails of our beautiful vessel, she seems to 
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me one of the most majestic, and at the same time 
graceful objects I ever beheld. 

It seems like a sin against nature to sleep on such 
a night as this, and with the charming Mrs. B., I 
have remained on deck enjoying the delicious scene 
till a late hour. 

23d. New- York. At 9 o'clock this morning 
came to anchor in this port. The lightness of spirit 
with which we tread once more upon our native 
shore, doubly endeared by a temporary absence, and 
by a comparison with other countries, is repressed 
and chastened by the mournful intelligence which 
meets us. 

The Bristol, from Liverpool, was wrecked on Rock- 
away Beach on the morning of the 2lst, and seventy 
or eighty persons perished. Thus within a few hours' 
sail of us, and in a short time after we had left the 
deck, exclaiming, " How beautiful is night," the angel 
of death descended in terror, and nearly a whole 
ship's company became his victims. 

About a week after we landed, the Mexico, a ves- 
sel we had passed in coming out of Liverpool, was 
also wrecked a few miles from New- York ; and out 
of one hundred and sixteen persons who were on 
board, one hundred and eight perished ! 

In view of these circumstances, how ca]^ we re- 
fiain from expressing our gratitude to that benign 
providence which has watched over us in. all our jour- 
neyingsby sea and land, and defended us fromj^ery 
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danger 7 " Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits." 



THE END. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



This book should be returned td 
the Library on or before the last datj 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specific 
time. 

Please return promptly. 






^^Si:^:^ 



o 



m-H 







V . 






^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



